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•OF    THE 


Twenty-Second   Annual  Meeting^ 

FIRST  DAY— EVENING  SESSIOJ^. 

Wilson,  N.'C,  May  18th,  1S75. 

The  Twenty-Second  A'nnual  Session  of  the  Medical  Society 
M3f  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  convened  in  the  Court  House 
in  the  town  of  Wilson,  May  18th,  1875,  at  4  ^P.  M. 

The  President,  Dr.  J.  W.  Jones,  of  Tarboro',  in  the  Chair, 
who  called  the  Society  to  order. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  F.  H.  Wood,  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  iSouth. 

An  address  of  welcome,  on  the  part  of  the  town  authori- 
tif^s,  replete  with  good  sense,  fine  wit  and  much  pleasantry, 
was  then  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Wm.  Hooper,  D.D. 

Dr.  Jones,  the  President,  returned  thanks  in  a  very  ap- 
propriate manner  for  the  address  of  welcome. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  a  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials  :  Drs.  Geo.  A.  Foote,  of  Warrenton. 
William  Little,  of  Raleigh,  and  M.  Whitehead,  of  Salis- 
bury. 

After  a  short  absence  the  following  partial  report  was  sub- 
mitted and  received  : 
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WiLsoK,  N.  C,  May  18tli,  1875. 
Tiie  Committee  on  Credentials  respectfully  recommend  that  Dr,  Thomas 
D.  Haigh,  of  Fayette ville,  N.  C,  bs  admitted  to  membership. 
We  find  Dr.  T.  F.  Wodd,  of  Wilmington,  a  duly  accredited  dele,5^ate  f  ronV' 

the  New  Hanover  Coimtv  Medical  Society. 

G.  A.  FOOTE, 

WM.  LITTLE, 

M.  WHITEHEAD, 

Committee. 

The  Secretary  then   proceeded   to  call  the  roll,  when  the 
following  members  were  ascertained  to  be  present : 

Dr.  J.  W.  Jones,  President, Tarboro',  N.   C 

"  W.  Debnam,  1st  Vice-President, '.  .Earpsboro', 

"  J.  A.  Gibson,  2d     "         "  ..Concord, 

"  William  Little,  3d  Vice-President, Raleigh, 

"  D.  N.  Patterson,  4th  "        "  Mangum, 

"  RoBT.  J.  Hicks,  Orator,. Williamsboro^  " 

"  H.  T.  Bahnsen,  Treasurer,   Salem,  " 

"  JaiVIES  McKee,  Secretary,. Raleigh,  " 

"  N.  J.  PiTTMAX Tarboro^, 

"  S.  S.  Satchwell, Rocky  Point,  " 

• '  H.  W.  Faison, Faison's  Depot, 

"  C.  T.  Murphy, Clinton, 

"  P.  E.  PIiNES, Raleigh, 

"  M.  Whitehead, ..Salisbury, 

"  R   H.  WiNBORNE, Edenton,  " 

"  A.  B.  Pierce, , .Halifax,. 

"  J.  K.  Hall, Greensboro',. 

"  Geo.  a.  Foote Warrenton, 

"  R.  L.  Payne, Lexington, 

"  F.  M.  RouNTREE, Snow  Hill, 

"  W.  A.  B.  NoRCOM .Edenton, 

"  L.  A.  Stith, Wilson, 

"  W.  Tv  Cheatham, Henderson, 

"  G.  G.  Smith Concord, 

•'  C.H.Barron Toisnot", 

"  D.N.  Patterson, Mangum, 

"  Willis  Alston, Littleton, 

"  Walter  Brodie, Whitaker's,  " 

"  J.  L.  Knight, Tarboro',  " 

"  W.  T.  Ennett, Rocky  Point, 

"  S.  B.  Floavers, Mt.  Olive, 

"  L.  Li  Staton -Tarboro', 


VF  THE  STAtE  of  NORTH  CAROLINA. 


[)r.  A.  G.  Cakr, Durhamr  N.  C. 

"  Josh  W.  Vick, Selma,  " 

"  Thomas  S.  Duffey, Rutherfordton, 

"  J.  B.  Hall, Scotland  Neck, 

•  J.H.Baker, Tarboro', 

■ '  E.  Porter, Rocky  Point,  ' ' 

"  T.F.Wood, Wilmington, 

' '  T.  C.  PoY\-ELL, Rocky  Mount,  " 

•'  T.  D.  Haigh,    Fayetteville, 

The  President  appointed  Drs.  M.  Wi-iitehead,  R.  L. 
Payne  and  C.  T.  MuiiPHY,  a  Committee  to  receive  the  dele- 
agates  from  the  A^irginia  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  Whitehead  introduced  Dr.  Landon  B.  Edward.s,  of 
Richmond,  welcoming  him  to  a  seat  and  inviting  him  to 
.participate  in  the  deliberations  of  our  Society,  and  express- 
ed regret  that  the  balance  of  the  delegation  were  not 
present. 

Dr.  Edwards  replied  in  a  happ}^  and  ea?y  manner,  clos- 
ing with  an  earnest  invitation  to  the  Society  to  send  dele- 
gates, who  would  attend,  to  meet  the  Virginia  Medical  So- 
ciety at  its  next  annual  meeting  to  be  held  in  Richmond, 
Virginia. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  a  Committee  on 
Finance:  Dr.  H.  T.  Bahxsen,  of  Salem,  Dr.  P.  E.  Hines.  of 
Raleigh,  and  Dr.  J.  L.  Knight,  of  Tarboro'. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  were  appointed  and  com- 
-j)osed  of  the  following  gentlemen  :  Dr.  N.  J.  Pjttman,  Dr. 
^.M.  Little,  Dr.  j\L  Wi-litehead,  Dr.  D.  N.  Patterson  and 
Dr.  W.  A.  B.  NoRCOM. 

Dr.  Satchwell  moved  that  a  Committee  on  Business  be 
.appointed.     Carried. 

The  Committee  consists  of  Dr.  Satchwell,  Dr.  Foote 
.und  Dr.  Winborne. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Debnam,  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet 
.tomorrow  at  0  o'clock. 
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SECOND  DAY— MORNING  vSESSION. 

Wilson,  Maj  19th,  1875. 

The  Society  was  eallfed  to  order  at  9  o'clock  by  the  Presi- 
dent. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  SATCH^v:ELL,  the  reading  of  the  minutes ■ 
were  dispensed  with. 

Dr.  \Vhiteiie:ai>,  from  Committee  on  Credentials,  asked 
that  the  Committee  be  increased  to  six.  The  President  ap- 
pointed Drs.  Frank  Dupfey,  C.  T.  Mueehy  and  R.  X  Hicks-. 

Dr.  P.  E.  HiNES,  of  Raleigli,  in  announcing  the  death  of 
Dr.  AV.  H,  Mc'Kee,  of  Raleigh,  said  : 

Mr.  President: — I  arise  to- ami o-u nee  to  this  Society  the- 
loss  of  one  of  its  oldest  and  most  devoted  members-.  Dr.. 
Wm.  H  McKee  died  at  his  home,  in  Raleigh,  on  the  24tlL 
of  April,  1875,  after  a  painful  illness,  which  he  bore  withi 
Christian  fortitude  and  humble  submission,  to  the  will  of" 
Almighty  God. 

Dr.  McKee  did  not  have  the  advantage  o-f  a  collegiate- 
education.     He  commenced  the  duties  of  life  at  an  early- 
age  as  a  Druggist.     While  a  Drugg-ist  he  studied,  medicine, 
and  afterwai\ls  attended  lectures  at  the  University  of  Penn-- 
sylvama,  where  he  graduated  in  medicine  in  the  spring  of' 
1839.     Hte  served  one  year  as  Residen.t  Ptiysician  in  Block- 
ly  Hospital,^  Philadelphia..    In,  1840  he  returned  home  and 
located  in  Raleigh,  ta  practice  his  profession,  which  he  con- 
tinued ta  do  to  bis  last  illness.     He  attained  a  repcktation  in, 
the  profession   which  any  man  might  be  proud  o-f     He 
illustrated  in  his  daily  life  by  his  acts  the  divine  virtue  of 
charity  to  all  men.     In  his  professional  relations   he  was- 
always  kind  and  considerate  in  his  treatment  of  the  younger- 
membei'S,  po-lite  and  respectful  to  alL     Dr.  ]\IcKee  was  one 
of  the  signers  of  the  first  call  for  a  Convention  of  the  pro- 
fession in  this  State,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  this  Society.. 
He  was; elected.  Secretarv  of  the  Convention,  and  afterwards-- 
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elected  the  first  Secretaiy  of  this  Society,  an  office  wliich  he 
held  for  some  3'ears,  discharging  its  duties  to  the  entire  sat- 
isfaction of  the  Society,  tie  was  afterwards  twice  elected 
President  of  this  Society,  and  continued  a  devoted  member 
of  it  to  his  death.  He  has  often  represented  this  Society  in 
the  meetings  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Dr.  McKee  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Raleigh  Acad- 
emy of  Medicine,  of  which  he  was  a  Fellow.  He  had  been 
President  of  the  Academy.  He  discharged  the  duties  of 
these  positions  with  great  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  members.  The  Doctor  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  City  Commis.sioners  for  several  terms.  He 
Mas  for  years  one  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Institution 
for  the  Deaf,  Dumb  and  Blind,  and  for  several  years  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  and  Physician  to  the  Institution.  He 
had  also  been  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of  North  Carolina.  In  all 
these  positions  he  discharged  his  duties  faithfully  and  ac- 
ceptably to  all  who  were  interested.  He  was  a  physician  of 
high  re})utation,  an  excellent  citizen,  a  devoted  father  and 
friend,  an  humble,  devout  Christian,  as  testified  by  his  calm, 
humble,  confiding  faith  in,  and  submission  to,  the  will  of 
his  Heavenly  Father,  during  his  last  illness  and  in  the  hour 
of  death.  In  his  deatli,  as  in  his  life,  he  was  an  example 
worthy  of  imitation.  He  was  devoted  to  his  profession,  and 
was  borne  to  the  grave  by  the  Fellows  of  the  Raleigh  Acad- 
emy of  Medicine,  attended  by  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  almost 
the  whole  population  of  the  cit}''  of  every  faith,  position  and 
color.  The  memory  of  such  a  man  deserves  more  than  an 
ordinary  tribute  of  respect  from  this  Society. 

Dr.  Satchwell  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
draft  resolutions  appropriate  to  the  occasion  and  expressive 
of  the  sense  of  this  Society.     Carried. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  on  that 
Committee :  Dr.  Satchwell,  Dr.  Hines  and  Dr.  Payne. 

Committee  retired  to  report  in  half  hour. 
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Dr.  Jas.McKee  moved  that  the  President  appoint  dele- 
gates to  the  Association  of  Medical  Officers  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  the  late  Confederate  States,  and  to  the  Virginia 
Medical  Society.     Motion  was  seconded  and  prevailed. 

The  Secretary  stated  that  letters  of  invitation  had  been . 
received  from  the  Medical  Societies  of  Alabama  and  South 
Carolina  to  send  delegates  to  their  annual  session.     On  mo- 
tion, three  delegates  were  appointed  to  each  Society. 

Under  a  call  for  Correspondence,  the  Secretary  read  letters 
of  regret  at  inability  to  attend  the  present  meeting,  from  Dr. 
A.  G.Tebault,  a  delegate  from  the  Virginia  Medical  Society, 
and  W."R.  Shar'pe,  of  Fulton,  Davie  County. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  appeared  and  made  the 
following  report,  which  was  adopted  : 

Wilson,  N.  C,  May  19tli,  1875. 

To  THE  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina: 

We  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  named  member.-;  to  fill  the  variou.« 
offices  in  the  Society  for  the  years  1875-70 : 

For  Prmdent  : 
Dii.  Peter  E.  Hikes,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

For  Vice-Presidents  : 

1st.  Dr.  Jos.  H.  Baker,  Tarboro,  N.  C. 
2cl.     "    G.  G.  Smith,  Concord,  K  C. 
3d.     "     T.  D.  Haigh,  Fayetteville,  N.  C. 
4th.    "    J.  K.  Hall,  Greensboro',  N.  C. 

For  Treasurer: 
Dr.  H.  T.  Baiinsen,  Salem,  N.  C. 

For  Secretary: 
Dr.  James  McKee,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

For  Orator  : 
Dr.  Willis  Alston,  Littleton,  N.  C. 
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For  Delegates  to  attend  tlie  next  Annual  Session  of  the  American  Medieal  As- 
sociation to  be  held  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  {Ite  first  Tuesday  in  June,  ISTH. 

Dr.  Henry  T.  Bakxsen,  Salem,  N.  C. 

"  Thomas  S.  Duffey,  Rulherfordton,  N.  C. 

"  Thomas  J.  Moore,  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

"  Thomas  F.  Wood,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

"  S.  S.  Satchwell,  Rocky  Point,  N.  C. 

"  Chas.  J.  O'Hagan,  Greenville,  N.  C. 

"  Alexander  Montague,  Rolesville,  N.  C. 

'•  N.  J.  PiTTMAN,  Tarboro',  K  C. 

"  AV.  A.  B.  NoRCOM,  Edenton,  N.  C. 

"  E.  Burke  Haywood,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

"  J.  J.  Summerell,  Salisbui-y,  JST.  C. 

"  R.  H.  Winborne,  Edenton,  N.  C. 

"  H.  W.  Faison,  Faison's  Depot,  N.  C. 

"  F.  J.  Haywood,  Jr.,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

For  Comnrittee  on  Publication  : 

Dr.  Peter  E.  Hikes,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 
"  William  Little,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 
"     James  McKee,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  J.  PITTMAN, 
WILLIAM  LITTLE,  , 
M.  WHITEHEAD, 
W.  A.  B  NORCOM, 
D.  N.  PATTERSON, 

Committee. 

The  Committee  to  draft  resolutions  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  Dr.  W.  H.  McKee,  returned  and  re- 
ported through  Dr.  Satchwell,  the  following  preamble  and 
series  of  resolutions  : 

Whereas,  In  the  mysterious  dispensations  of  Divine 
Providence,  death  has  removed  our  warmly  esteemed  and 
highly  useful  brother  and  member  of  this  Society,  Dr.  Wil- 
liam H.  McKee,  who  died  at  his  home,  in  Raleigh,  on  the 
24th  of  April,  1875,  after  a  painful  illness.  He  died  in  the 
midst  of  his  loving  family,  surrounded  by  true  and  faithful 
friends  who  were  unremitting  in  their  attentions,  and  under 


10  MINUTES  OF  THE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY 

the  constant  and  kindest  medical  care  and  skill  of  the  Med- 
ical Faculty  of  the  capitol  of  the  State;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  this  benevolent  and  able 
physician,  our  Society  has  lost  one  of  its  earliest,  as  he  was 
always  one  of  its  best  and  most  active  members,  the  profes- 
sion of  the  State  one  of  its  most  distinguished  practition- 
ers and  one  of  its  brightest  ornaments  ;  the  afflicted  poor 
and  suffering,  a  never  failing  and  devoted  friend  ;  and  the 
community  at  large,  an  open-hearted,  enterprising,  public- 
spirited  citizen  and  benefactor. 

Resolved,  Tliat  our  warmest  sympathies  are  with  his  af- 
flicted family  in  this  sad  bereavement  to  them,  and  this  sore 
loss  to  his  friends,  to  this  Society,  the  profession  at  large 
and  the  community  he  loved  so  well  and  served  so  faith- 
fully. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  preamble  and  resolutions  be 
spread  upon  our  minutes,  and  a  copy  be  sent,  by  the  Presi- 
dent, to  the  bereaved  family  of  our  lamented  and  noble 
hearted  brother  in  the  profession,  and  furnished  also  for 
publication  to  the  ne\vsi3apers  of  the  City  of  Raleigh. 

S.  S.  SATCHWELL, 
P.  E.  HINES. 
R.  L.  PAYNE. 

Wilson,  N.  C,  May  19th,  1875.  Committee. 

The  following  Memoir  Avas  prepared  and  read  by  Dr. 
Satchwell  : 

Mr.  President  : — It  is  a  melanchol}'-  thought  that  our 
members,  especially  the  older  ones,  are  one  by  one  passing 
away.  Of  the  founders  and  earliest  and  persistent  friends 
of  this  Association,  how  few  there  are  who  remain  to  tell  of 
the  sacrificos,  patience,  perseverance,  and  medical  heroism 
of  those  deceased  old  Romans  of  our  Society  who,  over 
twenty  years  ago,  first  unfurled  the  banner  of  Medical  im- 
provement and  reform  in  North  Carolina.  Memory,  fond 
but  sad,  singles  out  and  groups  together  in  clustering  honor 
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tliese  devoted  and  laborious  but  departed  worthies  rf  the- 
profession,  who,  amid  numberless  discouragements  and  un- 
righteous opposition,  laid  the  corner  stone  of  the  State  Med- 
ical Society,  and  b.y  their  own  heroic  examples  and  appeals- 
for  years  to  their  medical  brethren  to  come  to  the  rescue,, 
mot  oiiLy  made  themseU^es  illustrious,  but  with  others  still 
livlns:,  established  the  well  contrived  foundations  of  and 
upon  the  same  built  up,  this  Association,  which,  standing 
as  a  monument  of  their  wisdom  and  fidelity,  has  now  become 
one  of  the  most  useful,  as  it  is  one  of  the  permanent  institu- 
tions of  the  State.  One  of  th€  m-o&t  noted  of  these  founders 
and  build&rs  of  this  gradually  enlarging  and  steadily  rising 
North  Carolirja  Temple  of  Medicine,  has  recently  gone  to 
reap  the  joys  and  honors  which  awaited  him  in  a  brighter 
and  purer  warld  as  the  glorious  rewards  of  a  well-spent  life- 
en  earth. 

Since  our  last  mseettng,  death,  which  seera^s  by  preference- 
to  linger  fm-  victims  in  the  pathway  of  the  noblest  and  best^ 
has  saddened  our  hearts  and  clothed  this  Society  in  mourn- 
ing, by  removing  from,  the  scenes  and  ho-nors  of  this  lower 
existence,  our  friend  and  brother,  I>r.  William  H.  McKee. 
He  died  at  his  home  in  Raleigh,  on  the  24tli  of  April,  1875,. 
in  age  over  three  score  years,  in.  th.e  height  of  his  useful- 
ness and  success  in  practice,  enjoying  the  fondest  love  and 
affection  of  an  intei't>sting  family,  the  unlimited  confidence 
and  high  esteem  of  the  profession  of  Rlileigli  and  the  whole 
State,  and  the  well-earned  [wpularity  of  an  admiring  public. 
Loving  this  Society  almost  as  the  tenderand  devoted  father 
loves  his  offspring,  he  was  always  jealous  of  its  reputation  ;. 
proud  of  its  progress  and  success,  and  never  absent  from  any 
©f  its  meetings  when  it  was  possible  for  him  to  attend.  The- 
recoixls  of  this  body  and  of  Medical  Journals  for  the  last 
twenty  years  and  longer,,  show  that  he  has  been  no  idler  irb 
contributions  to  the  Medical  literature  of  the  State.  Still, 
his  friends  have  cause  to  regret  that  he  has  not  given  us 
more  of  the  rich  fruits  of  Ms  valuable  medical  experience-. 
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He  was  a  close  observer,  a  hard  worker,  and  a  siiccessfui 
•f)ractitioner.     For  many  years  the  faithful  aiid  laborious 
Secretary  of  this  Society,  and  afterwards  its  devoted  Presi- 
dent, at  his  death  a  member  of  our  Board  of  Censors,  and 
■often  before  a  member  of  Qur  Executive    Committee,   he 
had  filled  with  great  acceptability  and  marked  usefulness 
the  highest  offices  in  the  gift  of  his  professional  brethren  of 
the  State  he  loved  so  well.     Intimately  associated  with  him, 
■socially  and  professionally,  as  I  had  been  during  nearly  the 
w!>ole  existence  of  this  Association,  with  that  knowledge  of 
his  motives  and  of  his  actions  alone  to  be  derived  from  such 
protracted  intimacy  and  close  relationship,  I  can  derive  a 
'melancholy  satisfaction  in  the  assertion,  that  in  his  bosom 
glowed  the  fires  of  a  warm,  true,  and  unfaltering  friendship, 
and  that  his  large  and  generous  Ijcart  was  the  home  of  pro- 
fessional honor,   of  love  for  science,  for  his  profession,  for 
■humanity  and  his  native  State  and  country.     His  virtues 
were  those  which  most  udorn  human   nature  and  mostly 
.ennoble  our  always  noble  profession.     True  to  friendship, 
■to  the  demands  and  wants  of  his  profession,  to  tlte  instincts 
.and  needs  of  pa.triotism.,  and  to  the  calls  of  poverty  and  the 
-cries  of  suffering  humanity,   his    services    and  sacrifices  in 
these  important  relations,  have  embalmed  him  in  ihe  last- 
ing admiration,,  love,  and  esteem  of  his  professional  brethren 
.and  in  the  enduring  plaudits,  gratitude  and  affection  of  the 
public,  not   alone  of  his  native  city  and   county,  but  of  the 
■■entire  State.     Tlie  instincts  of  his  benevolent  nature  to  re- 
lieve pain  and  distress,  his  proverbial  readiness  at  all  times 
>to  go,  as  he  ever  went,  to  the  calls  of  the  poor  and  down- 
•'trodden,  as  well  as  to  the  calls  of  the  affluent  and  prosperous, 
placed  the  laurel  wreaths  of  honor  and  victory  upon  his 
brow,  and  will  forever  keep  his  grave  fresh  and  covered  with 
cthe  fit  emblems  of  the  mournful  cypress.     Thus  it  is  that 
this  distinguished  member  of  the  profession  and  prominent 
-citizen  of  the  State  stands  enshrined  in  the  gratitude  and 
.afiFections  of  our  people,  and  that  his  name  and  fame  wiJJ  be 
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a  hallowed  household  word  around  the  altars  and  firesides^ 
ef  tens  of  thousands  of  the  poor  ii.nd  distressed,  as  well  a>> 
wealthy  families,  in  North  Carolina.  So  arduous  and  ready 
and  protracted  have  heen  his  lalx)rSr  by  night  and  by  day,, 
in  sunshine  and  storm,  in  winter  and  summei',  far  and  near,. 
in  behalf  of  the  poor  afflicted,  that  no  doubt  his  years  upon, 
earth  have  been  less  because  of  these  consuming  cares  and 
exhausting  labors  for  suffering  humanity.  This  heavy  and 
continuous  draught  upon  medical  life,  so'  unwillingly  ac- 
knowledged by  a  non-appreciative  })ublic,  can  only  be  pro['. 
Qv\y  valued  by  the  profession. 

Take  our  S-tate  as  it  stands  since  the  war,  and  take,  per- 
haps, the  whole  desolated  and  impoverished  South,  and  there- 
is  no  calling  or  profession,  not  even  excepting  the  self-deny- 
ing, useful,  laborious  ministers  of  any  church-  of  our  holy 
religion,  so  poorly  paid  as  ours.,  nor  any  whose  families  are 
more  and  oftener  in  want  of  education  and  of  the  ordinar}' 
comforts  and  necessities  of  life.  And  yet,  no  calling  or  pro- 
fession so  much  abounds  in  charity  of  thought  and  word^ 
and  in  acts  of  dail}'  benevolence  as  the  medical  profession. 
and  this  is  borne  out  by  its  history  in  all  ages  and  coun- 
tries. If  our  lamented  brother  brought  on  a  fatal  disease  of 
the  heart,  shortened  his  days,  and  literally  wore  himself  out 
in  the  medical  harness  by  his  ministrations  at  the  sick  beds 
of  those  who  did  not  pay  him,  his  case  is  another  of  tens  of 
thousands  of  our  best  physicians  who,  unpaid  and  in  a  spirit 
of  unselfishness,  sacrifice,  and  humanity,  are  victims  and 
martyrs  of  professional  devotion. 

As  before  intimated  I  knew  him  well  and  knew  him  long. 
My  first  accjuaintance  with  Dr.  McKee  was  in  Raleigh  at 
the  ver}'  first  meeting,  after  its  formation,  of  the  State  Med- 
ical Society,  which  he,  with  a  few  other  Spartan  co-laborers 
and  pioneers,  had  labored  nobly  in  establishing.  It  was 
then  that  his  genial  presence,  his  warm  heart,  his  cordial 
shake  of  the  hand,  his  abiding  love  for  truth  and  science^ 
his  disposition  to  encourage  obscure  and  younger  members 
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•of  the  profession,  was  first  manifested  to  me.  Such  attri- 
biites  could  but  be  mesmeric  in  their  attraction  and  sympa- 
thies and,  like  others  who  with  me  were  many  years  his 
juniors  in  practice,  I  was  drawn  towards  him  in  those  chan- 
nels of  admiration  and  esteem  which,  widening  and  deep- 
ening  with  time,  became  moulded  ere  many  years  into 
those  strong,  unbroken  and  enduring  links  of  mutual  re'- 
gard  and  friendship  which  were  the  more  precious  and 
sacred  with  the  fleeting  years.  It  was  always  a  luxury  to 
me  to  meet  him,  not  alone  because  of  the  gushing  enjoy- 
snents,  social,  intellectual,  and  professional,  which  from  the 
attachment  betw^een  us,  I  reaped  from  his  generous  nature 
and  enlarged  sympathies,  and  well  stored  mind,  but  because 
it  was  also  an  occasion  always  of  mutual  rejoicing  at  the 
triumph  of  this  Society  over  earlier  difficulties  and  weighty 
obstacles  for  the  removal  of  which  we  had  worked  together 
so  many  eventful  years  shoulder  to  shoulder  and  sometimes 
amid  doubts  and  fears  of  that  final  success  which  is  now  es- 
tablished, for  this  cherished  object  of  his  pride  and  devotion. 
The  ways  and  means  best  to  promote  its  welfare  and  the 
elevation  of  his  profession,  particularly  in  North  Carolina) 
occupied  many  of  his  best  thoughts  and  no  little  of  his  val- 
uable time  up  to  the  last  days  of  his  useful  life.  Little  did 
I  think  when,  but  a  few  weeks  prior  to  his  death,  I  was  the 
recipient  under  his  own  hospitable  vooi  of  those  warm 
hearted  hospitalities  which  distinguished  him,  he  was  giv- 
ing expression  to  his  undiminished  love  for  the  Society  and 
the  profession,  and  was  mapping  out  that  course  of  relaxa- 
tion from  professional  labor  and  of  other  treatment  for  that 
severe  form  of  chronic  disease  which  I  was  pained  to  see 
had  made  fearful  invasion  upon  his  constitution,  that  I 
should  now  have  devolving  upon  me  the  melancholy  duty 
of  offering  this  just  but  feeble  tribute  to  his  memory.  But 
our  friend  is  gone.  His  vacant  seat  in  our  annual  deliber- 
ations and  social  reunions  will  be  seriously  felt,  as  it  will 
continue  to  be  the  source  of  deep  regret  and  profound  sor- 
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row.  The  friend  and  companion  of  so  many  of  us  in  this 
Society  and  in  practice,  the  ready  co-laborer  of  those  who 
are  the  warmest  for  progress,  and  the  readiest  for  steps  to 
improve  medical  science  and  elevate  the  profession,  he  has 
left  these  labors  of  love,  and  the  common  trials  and  troubles 
of  this  life  to  enter,  as  we  believe,  upon  the  holy  rest  and 
unending  joys  of  a  happier  ana  better  world  beyond  the 
grave. 

"  Him  we  all  mourn,  his  friends  still  heave  the  sigh, 
And  still  the  tear  stands  trembling  in  the  eye. 
His  was  each  mild,  each  amiable  art. 
The  gentlest  manners  and  the  feeling  heart. 
Fair  simple  truth,  benevolence  to  all, 
A  generous  warmth  that  glowed  at  friendship's  call." 

It  is  hard  for  mourning  friends  to  realize  that  we  shall  no 
more  look  upon  his  familiar  face  in  Raleigh,  nor  again  en- 
joy the  jjleasure  of  welcoming  his  genial  and  ii.sjuring 
presence  at  our  meetings  to  which  he  added  so  much  of  in- 
terest and  profit  by  his  wisdom,  experience  and  devotion. 
Still  harder  and  more  trying  is  it  for  his  heart-stricken 
famil}'  to  know  that,  however  deeply  liis  loss  will  be  felt  in 
the  profession  and  in  the  communit}"  of  whicli  he  was  al- 
ways an  active  and  useful  member,  iio  more  on  earth  will 
they  receive  that  con.stant  care,  that  tender  affection,  that 
loving  kindness,  which  this  afFectiunate  brother  and  noble 
father,  always  the  light,  life,  hope,  and  stay  of  the  house- 
hold, be.3towed  in  unmeasured  attai^hment  upon  its  inmates. 
To  say  that  they  have  the  deep  sympathy  of  this  Society  is 
but  to  express  the  strong  attachment  of  its  members  for  our 
lamented  brother. 

' '  The  gentlest  flo\s'er  be  drenched  with  rain, 
Htill  lifts  its  head  and  smiles  again, 
When  morning  light  dispels  the  cloud, 
Which  lately  thundered  fast  and  loud, 
And  may  their  hearts  be  as  the  flower." 

The  loss  was  inevitable.      No  human  skill,  nor  hosts  of 
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anxious  friends,  nor  loving  hearts,  could  avert  the  lurking 
footsteps  of  the  fell  destroyer,  or  .stay  the  fatal  shaft  of  the 
King  of  Terrors.  "  The  silver  cord  has  been  loosed,  the 
golden  bowl  been  broken,  the  pitcher  been  broken  at  the 
fountain,  the  wheel  been  broken  at  the  cistern.  The  dust 
has  returned  to  the  earth  as  it  was  and  the  spirit  unto  God 
who  gave  it." 

Dk.  McKee  was  self-educated  and  self-made.  His  earl}' 
life  was  beset  with  those  trials  of  poverty  and  obscurity 
which,  to  an  ambitious  youth  and  to  struggling  talent,  often 
afford  more  discipline  and  better  development  than  a  col- 
legiate course  or  a  protracted  residence  in  the  cloisters  of  a 
UniveIsit3^  To  tell  of  his  early  difficulties  in  preparing 
himself  for  the  conflicts  of  life  and  for  the  profession  of  his 
choice,  would  be  a  rehearsal  of  the  old  tale  of  an  education 
obtained  by  self-reliance,  unaided  by  the  smiles  of  wealthy 
friends  or  influential  relatives.  As  he  triumphed  in  this  way 
over  difficulties,  as  they  always  arise  to  those  who,  depend- 
ing alone  upon  themselves,  yearn,  as  he  did  for  success  and 
usefulness,  he  not  only  gained  strength,  and  hope,  and  in- 
fluence with  each  advance  over  life's  rugged  ways,  but  ac- 
quired at  the  same  time  by  such  collision  more  of  that 
melting  love  for  the  people,  and  those  tender  and  abound- 
ing sympathies  for  the  pains,  sufferings,  and  wants  of  the 
great  struggling  masses  of  society  which  constitute  a  rich 
inheritance  to  his  family  and  to  this  Society  and  which  are 
so  characteristic  of,  and  ennobling  to,  our  profession. 

He  was  born  in  Raleigh,  September  7th,  1814.  Com- 
mencing his  medical  education  in  a  drug  store  of  that  city^ 
his  next  step  was  to  enter  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  as  a  matriculate  in  the  fall  of 

1837.  He  remained  in  Philadelphia  during  the  summer  of 

1838,  and  became  an  Interne  in  Blockley  Hospital.  During 
the  session  of  1838-9,  while  he  was  a  second  course  student, 
he  was,  after  an  examination,  promoted  to  the  place  of  Res- 
ident  Physician  of  that   institution.     He   was   afterwards 
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honored  with  a  diploma  from  said  University,  having  piisscd 
his  examination  with  marked  success.  He  remained  in  the 
Hospital  until  the  foil  of  1839,  when  he  opened  an  office  in 
Raleigh  and  commenced  practice.  Here  he  remained  in 
arduous  and  uninterrupted  practice  till  a  few  weeks  prior  to 
his  deatli.  Full  of  ardor  and  love  for  his  profession,  he  was 
one  of  those  who  called  the  Convention  which  organized  this 
Society,  lie  was  elected  Secretar}^  of  the  Convention  and 
was  for  several  successive  3^ears  the?  faitliful  and  indefatiga- 
ble Secretary  of  the  Societ3\  He  was  elected  President  in 
1857,  and  re  elected  in  1858.  He  was  frecj^uently  elected  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  his  n-^tive  city: 
He  was  a  zealous  and  useful  Odd-Fellow.  After  filling 
almost  every  office  in  a  Subordinate  Lodge,  he  was  elected. 
Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State.  He  filled 
these  various  public  positions  within  and  without  the  pro- 
fession with  ability  and  much  credit  to  himself  And  what 
crowns  him  with  additional  honor,  he  never  sought  office 
but  office  always  sought  him.  Thus  far  that  has  been  a 
crowning  excellence  in  this  Society,  that  its  offices  of  honor 
have  sought  the  members.  May  it  never  })resent  the  inglo- 
rious and  shameful  spectacle  of  a  scramble  for  offices  in  the 
Society  by  members.  Amid  the  disgusting  and  degrading- 
scenes  daily  witnessed,  especially  since  the  war,  among  all 
parties  and  classes,  in  the  greedy  lust  for  office,  leading  to 
ways  and  means  oftentimes  unscrupulous  and  outrageous, 
may  our  honored  body  continue  to  maintain  its  honor  un- 
sullied, its  garments  unsoiled,  as  its  honors  and  offices  are 
dispensed  to  the  worth}^  who  are  always  the  most  modest  in 
waiting,  as  in  olden  times  and  purer  da3'S,  for  office  to  seek 
them,  and  not  them  the  office. 

Dr.  McKee  was  twice  married,  the  first  time  to  Susan  E. 
Battle  on  the  8th  of  March,  1842,  and  the  second  time  to 
Eliza  0.  Nixon,  on  the  2Sth  November,  1854.  He  survived 
them  both 

Another  lustrous  feature  in  the  exemplary  character  Oi 
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our  departed  brother,  was  bis  bigli  personal  and  professional 
status  with  his  medical  brethren  of  Raleigh.  He  uniformly 
so  demeaned  himself  in  ethics  and  in  his  daily  thoughts  and 
actions  that  he  inspired  and  won  their  confidence,  high  es- 
teem and  true  friendship.  It  is  a  high  tribute  to  any  med- 
ical man  to  have  such  a  record  with  the  Medical  Frculty  of 
Raleigh,  for,  without  any  motive  to  disparage  the  profession 
in  any  portion  of  the  State,  observation  and  experienee 
teach  me  that  a  punctilious  regard  tliero  fox  the  code, 
and  for  tlio  courtesies  and  esjyrit  de  corps  of  the  pro- 
fession is  so  intermixed  with  Raleigh  Medical  life,  as  to 
•make  our  professional  bretliren  at  the  Capital  worthy  of 
upraise  and  imitation.  If  any  one  doubts  this  let  him  witness 
'the  sorrowful  fate,  sooner  or  later,  of  any  medical  interloper, 
who  may  chance,  though  calling  himself  a  regular,  to  take 
some  one  of  the  many  tortuous  ways  and  irregular  cuts  to 
obtain  practice  in  Raleigh,  which  are  so  often  successful  in 
other  portions  of  the  State.  The  standard  is  high  at  the 
Capital,  public  sentiment  there  sustains  it,  and  the  Raleigh 
Academ}^  of  Medicine,  to  which  Dr.  McKee  belonged,  is  an 
honor  to  the  profession  and  to  the  State.  The  ministrations, 
personal  and  professional,  of  hh  medical  brethren  of  that 
city  in  his  last  illness,  the  touching  sadness  and  grief  ex- 
hibited by  them  at  his  death  is  a  mournful  evidence  of  their 
appreciation  of  the  common  loss,  and  shows  the  high  esti- 
mation in  which  he  was  universally  held  as  a  man,  neigh- 
bor,  citizen,  friend,  and  phys'cian. 

His  funeral  was  one  of  the  largest  and  saddest  that  ever 
occurred  in  Raleigh.  The  old  and  the  young,  the  high  and 
the  low,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  all  went  with  sorrowful 
hearts  and  streaming  eyes  to  pay  their  profound  respects 
.and  high  esteem  for  this  faithful  friend,  benevolent,  useful 
citizen,  benefactor  to  the  poor  and  distressed,  true  physician 
and  noble  man.  Seldom  in  North  Carolina  has  so  large 
and  sorrowful  an  outpouring  of  humanity  followed  to  the 
grave  the  remains  of  any  one  of  her  citizens.     It  was  an 
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'emphatic  and  touching  tribute  to  his  charitable  nature, 
benevolent  heart,  and  warm,  self-sacrificing  disposition  ^nd 
great  usefulness  which  add  imperishable  lustre  to  his  name 
and  fame,  and  constitute  an  invaluable  treasure  to  his  family 
and  friends. 

The  applause  of  the  fickle  multitude  may  weave  laurel- 
wreaths  of  victory  and  renown  which  decorate  the  brow  of 
the  illustrious  statesman  and  the  victorious  military  chief- 
tain, but  more  desirable  is  the  reputation  of  the  peaceful, 
unobtrusive,  humane,  useful  and  noble-hearted  physician, 
who  dispenses  his  generous  services  and  skill  to  all,  without 
-distinction,  who  apply  for  his  aid.  When  he  dies  the  grief 
which  stirs  to  its  depth  the  heart  of  the  poor  widow  who 
w^as  the  recipient  of  his  charitable  practice  contains  a 
warmer  and  truer  tribute  to  that  man  than  listening  Sen- 
ates can  bestow  upon  their  ablest  champion  or  that  popular 
sentiment  can  offer  to  the  conquering  military  hero.  In 
this  view  let  us  cherish  with  unfading  freshness  the  memo- 
ry and  virtues  and  services  of  Dr.  William  H.  McKee,  for 
his  whole  medical  life  of  thirty-five  years  duration  was  one 
continual  round,  and  unceasing  dispensation  of  charity, 
goodness,  scientific  skill,  relief  to  the  distressed,  and  useful- 
ness to  the  profession  and  the  public.  In  recording  his  vir- 
tues and  services,  we  not  only  do  an  act  of  ordinary  justice 
to  him,  but  observe  that  principle  of  supporting  the  repu- 
tation of  the  living  and  dead  of  our  profession  which  has 
been  too  much  disregarded  in  North  Carolina.  Upon  our 
Society  devolves  the  high  duty  of  stimulating  and  build- 
ing up  a  feeling  of  professional  as  well  as  of  State  pride  in 
relation  to  the  })rominent  and  useful  medical  men  of  the 
State,  living  and  dead.  An  important  duty  is  upon  us  and 
upon  the  entire  profession  of  the  State  to  encourage  and 
build  up  a  greater  State  pride. 

Dr.  N.  J.  PiTTMAX,  after  speaking  most  feelingly  of  the 
worth  of  the  deceased  and  endorsing  the  sentiments  of  the 
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memoir,  moved  that  the  resolutions  and  the  paper  be  spread' 
upon  the  minutes  of  our  proceedings.     Carried. 

Dr.  HiNES  moved  that  the  resolutions  and  memoir  be  pub- 
lished separate  from  the  transactions,  in  pamphlet  form,  and 
that  five  hundred  copies  be  published  for  distribution. 
Carried. 

Dr.  Wm.  Little  stated  that  Dr.  Wm.  G.  Hill,  of  Raleigh, 
on  the  part  of  the  Raleigh  Academy  of  Medicine,  was  pre- 
paring a  memoir,  and  suggested  that  it  be  incorporated  in 
the  pamphlet  just  ordered. 

The  suggestion  met  with  approval. 

Dr.  A.  G.  CARRintroduced  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  Secretary  fur:iish  each  member  of  the  Society  with 
three  copies  in  pamplilet  form  of  the  memoir  of  the  late  Dr.  W.  H.  McKee, 
as  read  before  the  Society  hy  Dr.  Satchwell,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  same 
be  sent  to  every  paper  and  journal  published  in  this  State. 

Dr.  N.  J.  PiTTMAX  announced  the  death  of  Dr.  J.  J.  Phil- 
lips, of  Edgecombe  County,  as  follows  : 

Wilson.  K  C,  May  19th,  1875. 
Medical  Society  ov  the  State  of  North  Carolina: 

Died  at  his  residence  in  Edgecombe  County,  on  the  10th  day  of  April, 
1874,  of  organic  disease  of  the  heart,  (right)  Dr.  James  J.  Phillips,  an 
iionorary  member  of  this  Society. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  but  just  sketch,  was  no  ordinary  man.  Dr.  Phil- 
lips was  born  in  Edgecombe  county  on  the  4th  of  March,  1798.  After  receiv- 
ing a  good  preliminary  education,  he  entered  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  University  of  New  York,  wliere  Hosach,  Mott,  Stephens  and  Fran- 
cis professed  with  so  much  eclat.  In  consequence  of  the  reverses  of  for- 
tune in  his  immediate  family,  j'^oung  Phillip.^  was  unable  to  prosecute  his 
studies  to  graduation,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  his 
own  native  county  in  1819.  Possessed  of  line  physical  developments,  and 
a  brain  susceptible  of  the  highest  culture,  his  professional  career  of  nearly 
thirty-five  years,  was  marked  by  a  devotion  and  success  which  it  has  been 
the  good  lot  of  few  country  practitioners  of  the  science  to  share.  Skillful 
in  his  calling,  cordial  in  manner,  generous  to  the  short-comings  of  his  less 
gifted  brethren,  his  counsel  was  often  sought  within  and  beyond  his  own 
immediate  sphere. 
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A  difficulty  of  hearing,  the  result  of  an  attack  of  measles  in  earlj^  life, 
increased  with  his  advancing  j'ears,  drove  him  from  the  profession  of  his 
choice  to  that  of  agriculture,  which  he  pursued  for  many  years  with  pleas- 
ure and  profit,  dispensing  a  bountiful  hospitalitv  to  his  appreciating  friends, 
until  death  closed  the  scene,  after  a  useful  and  well-spent  life.  He  died 
like  a  philosopher. 

Dr.  D.  N.  Patterson  moved  that  the  tribute  of  respect  of 
Dr.  PiTTMAX,  to  the  memory  of  our  late  honorary  member 
be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  our  transactions.  Carried 
unanimous!}'. 

The  President  announced  that  the  Annual  Oration  would 
be  delivered  in  the  Hall  of  the  Court  House  by  Dr.  Rob't 
J.  Hicks,  of  Granville,  at  a  c|uarter  past  eight  this  evening. 

Dr.  P.  L.  Payne  gave  an  account  of  his  visit  to  the  Vir- 
ginia Medical  Society,  to  which  he  was  a  delegate.  He  and 
Dr.  Bahnsen  were  most  hospitably  entertained. 

Dr.  Bahnsen  alluded  to  the  visit  as  both  pleasant  and 
profitable. 

Dr.  Bahnsen  moved  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
revise  the  Order  of  Business.     Carried. 

Drs.  Hines,  Bahnsen  and  J.  McKee  were  appointed  on 
the  Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  made  the  following  partial 
report  : 

WiLSOi^,  N.  C,  May  19th,  1875. 

'To  THE  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Noktu  Carolina: 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  recommend  that  the  fojlowing  gentlemen 
.be  admitted  to  membership. 

Dr.  Alexander  Montagl'e,   Rolesville,  N.  C. 

"    David  N.  Sills, Castalia,  " 

"    John  A.  Drake,   BattleborO',  " 

"    Louis  Julian  Picot, Littleton,  " 

Bespc'Ctfully  submitted, 

GEO.  A.  FOOTE, 
M.  WHITEHEAD, 
WM.  LITTLE, 

Committee. 
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The  gentlemen  came  forvvard,  signed  the  Constitution^, 
and  paid  their  initiation  fee. 

Dr.  Payne  read,  a  very  interesting  paper,  reporting  two^ 
cases. 

The  first,  a  case  of  Uremic  Toxaemia,  Eclam^ma,  &c., 

The  second,,  case  of  Lingering  and  Premature  Labor.  Ac- 

lainpsia  from    Urecmia,  Post   Partum  Hicmorrhage,  Peretonit'm 

Phlebitis f  &c. 

Tire  reports  elicited  a  warm  and  length}',  but  learned, 
discussion  on  the  several  modes  of  treatment  of  Eclampsia. 
The  chief  point  at  issue  being  whether  or  not  venesection 
was  as  advisable  as  the  use  of  Chloroform,  Chloral  Bromide 
of  Potasseum  or  Opium. 

The  spccakers  were  Drs.  Satchwell,  Norcom,  Bahnsen,. 
L.  B.  Edwards,  from  Virginia  Medical  Society,  Hines,. 
FooTE  and  Hicks. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bahnsen,  the  paper  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Publication.     [Appendix  C.J 

Dr.  Hines  reported  verbally  a  case  of  Protrusion  of  the 
Bladder  during  labor,  which  so  filled  up  the  Ostium  Vagins: 
as  to  prevent  the  birth  of  the  foetus.  After  unsuccessful 
efforts  at  replacing  and  catheterization,  he  punctured  the 
bladder  and  drew  off  a  cup  full  of  urine,  the  organ  was. 
then  easily  replaced.  The  woman  was  then  delivered  and 
recovered  without  the  slightest  trouble. 

Dr.  W.  A.  B.  Norcom  moved  that  a  Committee  be  annu- 
ally appoiiited  to  select  a  subject  for  general  discussion  at 
the  next  session,  and  to  nominate  a  member  whose  duty  it 
sliall  be  to  prepare  the  paper  to  be  reaxl  as  the  basis  of  the 
discussion.     Carried. 

The  President  appointed  Drs.  Thos.  S.  Duprr,  Bahnsen. 
and  Patterson  on  the  Committee. 

The  Society,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Foote,  took  a  recess  till  3.|_ 
o'clock  this  afternoon. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  at  Si  o'clock  by  the  Pres- 
ident. 

The  reports  of  County  Societies  being  called  for,  the  fol- 
lowing, from  the  New  Hanover  County  Medical  Society, 
w^as  read  : 

"\TiLMiXGTox,  X.  C  ,  Miiy  17th,  1875. 
To  THE  Secbetary  OP  THE  N.  C  State  3Iedical  Society: 

Dear  Sir:  During-  ilie  past  twelve  months,  the  harmony  and  best  inter- 
ests of  our  County  Association  have  been  seriously  disturbed  by  the  ques- 
tion arising  out  of  an  investigation  of  certain  cliarges  made  against  one  of 
its  members.  For  several  months  it  was  undecided  what  course  it  became 
the  Association  to  adopt,  but  it  was  finally  determined  to  accept  the  resig- 
nation of  the  phj-sician,  and  thus  clear  our  body  of  the  trouble  whicli  trials, 
under  the  Code  of  Ethics,  always  brings  with  it.  It  is  now,  I  believe,  the 
general  wish  of  tliis  branch  of  the  State  Society  to  avoid  all  discu.ssions 
wliich  alleged  violations  of  the  Code  of  Elhics  will  give  rise  to,  when  such 
violations  are  judicially  investigated  by  the  Association,  it  being  rather  the 
desire  of  the  members  to  drop  the  name  of  the  guilty  parly  from  our  lists, 
and  thereafter  have  no  professional  communication  with  him.  We  hope 
and  believe  that  the  good  of  the  Association  will  be  thus  promoted,  and 
that  the  State  Society  will  approve  of  our  course,  should  the  necessity  arise 
for  the  practical  application  of  the  plan  which  we  have  proposed  to  adopt. 

At  present  we  are  in  a  fine  condition,  the  montiily  meetings  being  always 
pleasant  re-unions,  where,  in  a  friendly  conversation,  the  members  present 
the  difficalties  which  tUej'  meet  in  their  practice,  and  receive  the  views  and 
suggestions  of  the  physicians  in  return.  A  good  many  instructive  and 
sometimes  complicated  cases  have  been  reported,  some  of  which  I  am  sure 
will  be  read  before  the  Society-.  The  Association  numbers  thirteen,  com- 
posed of  ]>hysicians  from  tlie  town  and  connt5^ 
Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  GILLETT  THOMAS. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  list  of  appointments 
made  by  the  President ; 

To  the  0th  Annual  Se.s.sion  of  the  Virginia  Medical  So- 
ciety : 

Dk.  M.  WnrTEiiE.VD, Salisbury. 

"    R.  L.  Payne Lexington, 
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Dr.  F.  M.  Rountkee, Snow  Hill. 

"  James  McKee, Raleigh. 

"  H.  Otis  Hyatt, Kinston. 

"  Willis  Alston, Littleton. 

"  J.  J.  Summerell, Salisbury. 

"  W.  T.  Ennett, Asliton. 

"  G.  G.  Smith, Concord. 

"  H.  T.  Baiinsen, Salem. 

; '  R.  H.  Winborne, Edenton. 

To  attend  the  next  Annual  Session  of  the  Association  of 
Medical  Officers  of  the  late  Confederate  States  Army  and 
Kavy,  to  convene  in  Richmond,  Ya.,  at  11  A.  M.*,  Tuesday, 
Oct.  19th,  1875  : 

Ek.  C.  J.  O'Hagan, Greenville. 

"  S.  S.  Satciiwell, • Rocky  Point. 

"  R.  J.  Hicks, Williamsboro\ 

' '  E.  Burke  Haywood, Raleigh. 

'•  J,  F.  Shaffner, Salem. 

"  P.  E.  Hikes, Raleigh. 

' '  Charles  Duffy, KeAvbern. 

"  Geo.  a.  Foote, Warrenton. 

"  W.  A.  B.  NoRCOJi, Edenton. 

"  L.  A.  Stitii, Wilson . 

"  T.  F.  Wood, Wilmington. 

To  tlie  26th  Annual  Session  of  the  South  Carolina  Medi- 
cal Association  : 

Dr.  N.  J.  Pittman, Tarboro'. 

"    G.  G.  Smith, Cioni  o  d. 

'•    J.  A.  Gibson, " 

To  the  20th  Annual  Session  of  the  Medical  Association  of 
the  State  of  Alabama  : 

Dr.  Tiios.  S.  Duffy, Rutherfordton. 

"    W.  R.  Sharpe, Fulton. 

"    D.  N.  Patterson, Mangum. 

Dr.  N.  J.  Pittman  gave  an  account  of  his  visit,  as  de!e- 
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gate,  to  the  meeting  of  the  American  Aledical  Association. 
He  alluded  to  the  fine  appearance  of  the  delegates,  the  great 
harmony  and  enthusiasm  that  jirevailed,  and  especially 
upon  the  impression  that  Professor  Gross'  paper,  upon 
"  One  of  the  Lost  Arts,"  made  on  the  xVssociation.  He 
thought  the  essay  would  probahly  indicate  the  turning  point 
in  the  change  which  was  taking  place  in  favor  of  blood- 
letting. 

Dr.  Baiixsex  reported  verball}-  two  cases : 

The  first  one  illustrating  the  advantages  of  Ether  over 
Chloroform  in  some  cases.  The  man  had  carried  an  ounce 
leaden  ball  in  the  centre  of  the  tarsus  for  nearly  twelve 
years.  Witli  a  funnell  made  of  a  towel  and  covered  with 
newspapers,  about  eight  ounces  of  Ether  sufficed  to  induce 
total  insensibility  in  thirty  minutes.  lie  was  kept  in  this 
condition  f(  r  two  hours.  There  was  no  nausea,  nor  un- 
pleasant sequence  On  three  previous  occasions  had  this 
patient  inhaled  Chloroform,  and  each  time  the  operation 
had  to  be  discontinued  on  account  of  most  alarming  pros- 
tration. 

The  second  case  was  as  follows :  Mrs.  H.  had  puerperal 
convulsions  at  intervals  for  twenty-four  hours.  Sliurtly  be- 
fore the  last  convulsion  her  pulse  increased  in  frcfpiency 
until  it  stood  at  the  immense  rate  of  192  per  minute,  and  so 
continued  for  nearly  thirty  hours.  It  was  at  no  time  diffi- 
cult to  count,  the  beat,  though  feeble,  being  distinct  and 
perfectly  regular.  Gradually  the  frequency  diminis!-.ed 
until  three  days  after,  when  the  pulse  stood  again  at  seven- 
ty to  eighty  per  minute,  and  the  patient  made  a  good  re- 
covery. Tliree  regular  physicians  who  had  chaige  of  the 
case  before  his  arrival  verified  his  count. 

Dr.  M.  AViiiTKHEAT),  of  [Salisbury,  read  a  report  of  the 
following  cases  : 

A  case  of  "  Hypertrophic  Elongation  of  the  Labia  oj  tht 
Womh:' 

A  case  of  "  Hydrocele  in  the  FeraaleJ' 
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A  case  of  "  FisfAila  in  Ano,''  treated  with  tlie  elastic  liga- 
ture. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bahxsen,  the  paper  was  referred  to  the 
(Committee  on  Publications.     [Appendix  D.] 

Dr.  M.  Whitehead  presented  and  read  a  paper  prepared 
l)y  Dr.  J.  J.  Su^FMERELL,  of  Salisbury,  detailing  the  results 
of  '•  Treatment  of  Acute  Articular  Bheu.matism  by  insulation  of 
the  Beds." 

Also  a  case  of  ''Loss  of  the  Scrotum  by  Pldegmonous  Erysipe- 
la:' 

Oi\  motion  of  Dr.  Satchwell,  the  paper  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Publication.     [Appendix  E.'] 

Dr.  Thos.  S.  Duffy,  of  Rutlierfordton,  read  a  paper  on 
tlie  "  Cold  Water  BatJis  in  Typhoid  FeverP     Cites  cases. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Payxe,  the  paper  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Publication.     [Appendix  F.] 

Dr.  L.  J.  PicoT,  of  Warren,  read  a  paper  upon  "  Stryclinea 
Poisoning  ivith  Becovery." 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Foote,  the  paper  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Publication.     [Appendix  G.  | 

Dr.  H.  W.  Faison  reported  a  case  of  poisoning  In'  strych- 
nea,  occuring  in  his  practice,  which  he  relieved  by  the  ad- 
ministration of  Chloral  Hydrate. 

Dr.  E.  PoETER  reported  a  similar  case,  he  being  the  sub- 
ject, having  taken  a  dose  of  Strychnea  by  mistake.  He  con- 
trolled the  spasms  by  large  draughts  of  Olive  Oil  and 
Chloral  Hydrate. 

Dr.  H.  0.  Hyatt,  of  Kinston,  reported  the  following 
cases  : 

Case  of  "  Tetanus,"  treated  by  Chloral  and  Calabar  Bean." 

Case  of  "  Betained  Menstrucd  Blood." 

Case  of  "  Pelvic  Cellutites." 

Case  of  '•'  Ovariotomy." 

Two  cases  of  "  Vayinal  Aspiration,  of  Ovarian  2\nnors." 

Dr.  Hyatt  stated  that  he  had  prepared  these  cases  for 
publication  and  had  promised  them  to  a  Medical  Journal, 
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when  a  diseussio]i  arose  as  to  the  right  of  publishing  them 
elsewhere  than  in  the  transactions,  after  having  been  read 
before  the  Society  in  stated  session. 

The  papers  were  ordered  to  be  pnblislied  on  motion  of 
Dr.  T.  F.  Wood.* 

Dr  Satchwell,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Business, 
made  the  following  re})ort,  which  was  adopted: 

Wilson,  N.  C,  May  19lh,  1875. 
To  THE  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  North  Caholixa: 

The  Committee  appointed  to  make  suggestions  on  Business  and  other 
matters  connected  with  the  good  of  the  profession,  respectfully  report,  that 
on  the  subject  of  our  report,  we  have  not  the  vanity  to  suppose  that  we  can 
offer  anything  new,  but  it  has  been  wisely  said  by  a  distinguished  female 
writer  of  our  country,  that  the  world  does  not  need  so  much  to  be  inforined 
as  to  be  reminded.  We  shall  confine  ourselves  to  the  single  practical  point  of 
Ethical  Duty,  arising  from  that  conservative  and  preservative  provision  of 
the  Code,  Article  VII,  chapter  11,  that  the  profession  in  every  community 
should  adopt  some  general  rules  in  relation  to  "pecuniary  acknowledge- 
ments" for  services  rendered,  and  that  "  it  should  be  deemed  a  point  of 
honor  to  adhere  to  these  rules  with  as  much  uniformity  as  varying  circum- 
stances will  admit. " 

That  the  profession  in  Xorlh  Carolina  should  have  taken  many  years  ago 
that  advanced  position  on  this  fundamental,  vital  question  of  subsistence 
and  self-preservation,  which  has  not  even  yet  Ijeen  taken,  is  too  painfully 
evident  and  conclusively  demonstrated  to  require  argument.  It  is  recog- 
nized in  the  humiliating  confession  that  oui-slias  become,  especially  since 
the  war,  the  hardest  worked  and  the  poorest  paid  of  all  the  ]>ursuits  and 
professions  in  our  good  old  State.  There  has  grown  up  in  the  profession  a 
squeamishuess,  au  over-sensitiveness  on  this  subject  of  support  to  ourselve.« 
and  families  which  has  entailed,  and  continues  to  entail  errors,  evils,  ruin 
and  disaster  to  one  another,  and  injustice  to  the  profession  at  large.  We 
have  failed  to  educate  the  public  to  an  appreciation  of  the  truth,  that  the 
physician  is  under  no  more  obligation  to  ix;rform  service  or  dispense  his 
medicine.- wit liout  p.iy  than  the  merchant  is  to  giveaway  his  calico  and 
coffee,  or  tlie  farmer  iiis  corn  and  bacon.  Nay,  more  than  this,  it  has  sadly 
come  to  pass  that  in  this  pinching  day  of  unequalled  financial  stringency 
iuid  distress,  the  mas.ses  of  our  people  are  unable  to  obtain  credit  or  indul- 
gence from  any  quarter  save  our  own  profession,  and  this  humane  indul- 
gence and  generous  credit  on  our  part  has  so  deeply  and  universally  im- 
poverished our  medical  brethren  that  at  this  very  hour  the  medical  men  in 
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tlic  State  are,  as  a  body,  more  generally  embarrassed  and  poverty-stricken 
than  any  other  class  or  profession.  The  cause  is  obviov\s.  The  merchant 
regards  you  as  inexcusably  verdant  if  you  even  apply  to  him  for  credit;  the 
producer  sternly  refuses  to  trust  out  his  products;  the  lawyers  have  edu- 
cated clients  to  know  that  their  books  and  mouths  are  sealed  without  the 
money  down  in  advance;  nor  is  the  preacher  able  or  willing  to  preach 
without  an  assurance  of  pay  when  he  calls  for  it,  and  no  one  complains  of 
this  established  regulation  of  the  salesman,  the  producer,  the  lawyer  and 
the  clergyman.  But  if  the  physican  manifests  an  inability  to  live  on  air 
•and  water;  if  he  aspires  to  such  an  honorable  desire  and  self-evident  duty  as 
to  maintain  himself  and  family  in  comfort  and  independence,  and  to  edu- 
cate his  children,  as  causes  his  own  conscience  to  whisper  to  him  that  he  too 
must  be  paid  or  to  refuse  to  go  when  called;  if  he  refuses,  however  poor, 
to  be  ready  at  all  times,  by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  in  storm  as  well  as  in 
sunshine,  in  the  severest  heat  of  summer  as  well  as  in  the  coldest  blasts  of 
winter,  to  hasten  with  all  possible  speed,  to  the  farthest  as  welf  as  nearest 
bed-side  of  sickness,  of  any  and  all  i^ersons  without  regard  to  pay,  he 
is  denounced  in  unstinted  terms,  and  condemned  without  a  hearing  by 
public  sentiment,  which  praises  the  profession  by  words,  but  grudgingly 
refuses  to  pay  the  laborer  liis  hire  at  the  same  time.  If  those  of  us  who 
have  been  in  the  medical  harness  only  a  few  years  do  not  acknowledge  this, 
and  more  of  such  as  this  to  be  our  daily  observation  and  exj^erience,  we 
liave  failed  to  profit  by  the  lessons  of  dailj'  life.  And  yet,  this  public  in- 
iippreciation  of  our  services,  this  refusal  of  so  many  and  unwillingness  of 
so  many  men  to  pay,  is  not  alone  owing  to  that  demoralization  and  deprav- 
ity cropping  out  in  such  lamentable  and  terrible  forms  since  the  war  as 
crime  goes  so  often  at  a  premium,  and  tricksters,  gamblers,  defaulters  and 
tiagrant  violators  of  human  and  divine  law  go  unpuni.'^hed  and  are  even 
pampered  and  lionized  in  very  manj-  portions  of  North  Carolina.  The 
cause  materially  lies  at  our  own  door,  in  that  want  of  better  organization 
so  essential  to  discipline,  good  feeling,  and  success,  in  ours,  as  it  is  in  this 
depraved  and  demoralized  day  more  and  more  the  v,atchv\ord  and  nne 
qua  non  of  the  various  other  occupations  and  professions  now  more  than 
ever  binding  together  for  their  own  welfare  and  protection.  We  are  untrue 
to  ourselves  and  to  our  profession  in  holding  back,  as  a  very  large  portion 
of  our  medical  brethren  are  doing,  from  tluit  co-operation  and  union  of  the 
profession,  for  the  sake  of  the  profession  and  of  humanity,  and  which  is  so 
indispeucable  to  progress  and  financial  justice  to  one  another  for  services 
rendered.  A  false  public  sentiment  has  been  manufactured  bj"  demagogues 
and  traitors  within,  as  well  as  demagogues  without  our  regular  ranks,  that 
tends  to  the  ostricism  and  sacrifice  of  that  lover  of  the  medical  profession 
and  of  the  public  good,  who  has  that  independence  and  love  of  right  and 
justice  which  causes  him  to  taken  high  public  stand  for  that  uniformity  of 
medical  charges  in  every  community  insisted  upon  by  the  Code. 

We  all  acknowledge  the  principle  to  be  right,  and  almost  indispensable 
to  subsistence  in  tlie  digustirg  scramble  for  practice,  prevalent  in  many 
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sections,  and  yd  there  is  sucli  a  timid  fear  of  loss  of  practice  and  sucli  a 
lamentable  want  of  backbone,  that  unless  we  have  the  manhood  to  change 
such  an  unworthy  career  of  cxp^diencj-,  and  enter  manfully  upon  a  new  career 
of  improvement  and  reform  on  this  vital  question  of  subsistence  as  con- 
nected with  medical  fees,  we  had  as  well  ignore  the  Code  as  a  mockery^ 
and  disband  ourgix>edical  organizations  as  disastrous  failures. 

That  overruling  principle  of  individual  instinct  and  of  society  whicii 
makes  self-preservation  the  first  law  of  nature,  and  that  highest  authority 
among  us,  which  brands  as  woAse  than  an  intid-l  the  mm  who  refuses  to 
provide  for  his  own  household,  will  not  psrmit  any  blinking  of  this  absorb- 
ing question  of  food  and  raiment,  nor  any  evasion  of  this  issue  of  life-blood 
now  forced  upon  ua.     The  profession  in  every  community  ought  to  come 
together  and  agree  upon  uniform  rates  of  charges,  such  as  are  just  in  them- 
selves to  the  commuaity  and  to  th3  locil  practitioners,  not  too  high  or 
too  low,  but  such  as  the  rights,  wants  and  condition  of  physician  and  pa- 
tient justify  and  demand.     Tliis  arrangement  can  be  easily  made  in  every 
locality  where  physicians  are  actuated  by  that  sense  of  propriety,  justice 
and  honor,  so  instinctive  and  traditionary  in   the  profession.     He  who 
refuses  to  come   into  it  is  so  illiberal,  suicidal  and  unjust,  that  he  not  only 
shuts  himself  up  in  his  own  selfish  shell,  and  isolates  himself  voluntarily 
from  his  regular  brethren,  but  if  he  at  the  same  time  cuts  himself  off  by 
such  an  unauthorizad  career  of  policy  from  the  common  courtesies  and 
consultations  of  the  profession,  he  has  no  riglit  to  complain,  as  he  has  only 
himself  to  blame.     But  having,  in  apparent  good  faith,  voluntarily  entered 
into  such  a  compact,  and  pledged  his  observance  as  a  gentleman,  the  phy- 
sician who  wilfully  disregards  the  same  is  so  inexcusably  violative  of  con- 
fidence and  respect,  deals  out  deliberately  such  blows  to  neighboring  rivals 
and  to  the  profession  as  to  demand  it  as  a  high  duty  that  he  should  be 
denied  the  consultations  and  recognition  of  the  profession.     This  is  the 
only  effectual  method  of  reaching  such  apostates  and  traitors  in  our  regular 
ranks,  and  the  punishment  is  as  just  as  it  is  necessary  and  indispensable  to 
the  peace,  dignity  and  honor  of  the  profession.     Let  it  be  published  as  the 
emphatic  declaration  of  this  Society,  that  a  refusal  to  enter  into  some  fair 
and  just  arrangement  of  this  sort,  or  an  omission  to  abide  faithfully  by  the 
same  when  made,  implies  a  disposition,  either  to  undermine  a  neighboring 
competitor  for  practice,  or  a  puri)ose  to  engage  in  some  on*,  or  more  of 
those  many  tricks  and  arts  of  the  demagogue  to  ride  into  practice,  which  are 
no  less  unprofessional  than  detestable,  and  should  meet  with  the  continuous 
and  scorching  condemnation  and  reprobation  of  honorable  medical  men. 
There  should  also  be  in  every  community  such  an  understanding  among 
the  phy>icians  as  will  refuse  services  and  medicines  to  those  well  known 
and  dishonorable  delinquent  patients  who,  though  able   to  pay,   persist, 
under  the  protection  of  the  law,  in  refusing  to  pay  the  physician.     The  in- 
disposition of  the  patients  to  pay  these  bills;  the  sad  and  ruinous  condition 
of  demoralization  and  degeneracy  of  the  times,  so  withering  to  virtue  and 
morality,  and  so  destructive  to  those  principles  of  integrity  and  fair  dealing 
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Avhich  the  true  physician  still  clings  to  amid  the  desolations  and  devasta* 
tions  of  the  war,  demand  it  as  a  high  duty  that  the  profession  of  the  State 
should  have  tlie  justice  and  the  nerve  to  apply,  unhesitating!}",  this 
wise  provision  as  a  self-evident  duty.  Establish  it  and  then  the  physi- 
cian who  wilfully  violates  it  and  treats  such  patients  who  are  always  going 
from  one  physician  to  another  for  treatment,  never  paying  any,  when  able 
to  shirk  out  of  it,  is  as  much  a  violator  of  obligation  and  Ethical  duty  as 
him  who  disregards  any  other  personal  or  professional  duty  imposed  upon 
him  by  the  Code.  Establish  unto  ourselves  this  law  in  this  way,  and  per- 
tinaciously adhere  to  it,  except  under  someextraordinaiyemergeucj',  which 
lasts  but  an  hour  as  it  were,  when  common  humanit}^  is  for  the  brief  period 
to  be  heard,  and  you  will  do  much,  very  much,  to  give  our  calling  that 
high  and  advanced  position  in  North  Carolina  which,  in  this  relation,  it 
occupies  in  some  portions  of  the  country  with  so  much  benefit  to  all  parties, 
and  with  injustice  to  no  one.  That  the  poverty  of  the  profession  is  mainly 
due  to  an  intolerable  abuse  of  the  credit  system,  now  abolished  by  all,  save 
our  own  impoverished  but  still  humane  and  struggling  profession,  is  one 
of  those  direct  and  vital  questions  of  subsistence  to  o\irselves  and  families 
which  cannot  be  longer  ignored,  but  must  be  firmly  met  and  justly  dealt 
with,  unless  we  desire  to  injure  the  profession,  or  are  willing  to  bring  want, 
hunger,  and  distress  as  never  bv'ifore,  upon  both  ourselves  and  families. 
That  the  present  want  of  many  indispensable  comforts  and  necessities  in 
the  way  of  living  of  medical  men,  is  to  no  little  extent  due  to  an  extraordi- 
nary, but  patent  omission  on  their  part  to  adopt  and  carry  out  a  Just  and 
uniform  system  of  charges  for  medicines  and  services  rendered  in  every 
village,  town,  and  township,  is  as  true  as  it  is  a  solemn  warning  to  us  to  be 
more  true  to  ourselves,  and  to  enter  at  once  upon  a  change  and  effectual 
reform  in  this  matter  of  credit  and  of  irregularity  in  charging.  That  the 
proverbial  cliarity  of  the  profession,  its  readiness  to  attend  the  poor  gratis, 
constituting  one  of  the  glories  of  the  calling,  is  perverted  by  allowing  pa- 
tients, able  but  unwilling  and  refusing  to  pay,  to  continue  to  receive  our 
medicines  and  attention,  is  self-evident,  and  while  it  works  injustice  and 
wrong  to  those  poor  and  afflicted,  really  deserving  our  charity,  it  is  effec- 
tive in  working  up  such  a  condition  of  poverty,  discouragement  and  em- 
barrassment in  our  ranks  as  greatly  tends  to  injure  and  lower  the  standard 
of  the  profession.  The  laws  of  North  Carolina  are  so  shaped  that  it  is  only 
from  a  small  portion  of  the  community  that  we  can  legally  collect  our  fees; 
and  unless  we  change  front  and  stand  upon  our  reserved  rights  to  take  care 
of  ourselves,  or  can  induce  those  who,  in  our  coming  Convention  or  in  the 
next  Legislature,  may  be  disposed  to  look,  as  makers  of  .statute  laws  seldom 
are,  upon  our  claims  with  proper  consideration,  we  shall  as  certainlj'  drift 
still  further  down  the  flowing  stream  of  increasing  poverty  and  ruin,  in  a 
financial  sense,  as  that  time  moves  on.  It  has  been  said  by  a  sagacious 
philosopher  and  statesman,  that  the  best  way  to  avoid  danger  is  to  look  it 
straight  and  plump  in  the  face;  and  the  surest  method  of  preventing  ship- 
wreck amid  these  financial  breakers  and  perverters  of  medical  charities  and 
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professional  .credits,  is  to  take  such  a  preservative  recognition  of  their  ex- 
istence as  will  lead  to  a  just  and  fundamental  change.  As  we  are  to  have,  be- 
fore another  annual  meeting,  a  Constitutional  Convention,  which  it  is  hoped 
and  believed  will  lead  to  changes  and  results  that  will  place  our  greatly 
impoverished  and  much  abused  State  upon  a  new  and  brighter  pathway  of 
prosperity,  progress,  and  greatness,  it  is  certainly  encouraging  to  expect 
that  our  profession,  either  in  that  Convention  or  in  the  Legislature,  im- 
mediately after  to  assemble,  will  not  be  wholly  slighted,  in  the 
truth,  that  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire.  The  law  of  Georgia,  that  a 
physician  may  collect  his  bills  by  an  easily  applied  method  of  garnisheeiim-. 
would  be  much  more  effective  than  any  law  upon  our  statute  books  as 
bearing  upon  dues  to  physicians.  It  is  earnestly  advised  that  this  Society 
will,  at  this  annual  meeting,  take  some  action  upon  this  important  subject, 
which,  while  ju.st  to  the  State  and  the  public,  will  be  productive  of  relief 
to  the  profession.  It  certainly  is  proper  to  appoint  a  committee  to  confer 
■with  the  coming  Convention  or  approaching  Legislature,  one  or  both,  and 
make  known  these  grievances  and  difficulties  in  the  way  of  collecting  med- 
ical dues,  to  the  end  of  obtaining  justice.  Laws  are  made  to  subserve  the 
ends  of  justice,  to  correct  evils,  and  remedy  wrongs,  and  surely  the  laborers 
iu  the  medical  profession  have  as-much  right  as  any  other  class  of  laborers 
to  demand  and  receive  the  rights  and  protection  of  law. 

No  sentiment  herein  advanced  is  intended  to  act  or  can  act  as  a  barrier 
in  the  least,  to  a  full  recognition  of  the  claims  of  the  afflicted  poor  upon  tlie 
profession.  These  claims  will  be  met  in  the  future  as  in  the  past,  as  far  as 
circumstances  will  admit,  and  the  present  or  prospective  scarcity'  of  money 
among  us,  as  well  as  the  oppressive  burdens  of  poverty  and  want  of  the 
masses  of  our  population  in  North  Carolina  since  the  war,  should  and  will 
be  justly  considered  in  any  and  all  regulations  established  for  the  better 
protection  of  the  profession  as  to  remuneration  for  professional  services. 

The  condition  of  our  colored  population  as  to  medical  service  and  medi- 
cines, pre.-ents  one  of  those  practical  questions  of  humanity  and  problems 
of  political  economy  of  increasing  interest,  not  alone  to  phj'sicians  so  often 
called  upon  to  attend  them  in  sickness,  but  also  to  the  legislature  and  phi- 
lanthropist. It  has  now  been  over  a  decade  since  their  emancipation,  and 
they  are  making. their  record,  not  alone  as  to  their  capacity  to  exercise  the 
right  of  suffrage,  nor  yet  alone  as  to  their  fitness  to  perform  those  impor- 
tant duties  to  the  State  and  to  tlie  country  which  good  eitiz.enship  implies, 
but  also  as  to  their  ability  and  willingness  to  remunerate  the  physician  for 
service  and  medicines.  Observation  and  experience  teaches  us  that  the 
prevailing  demoralization,  as  established  in  the  feature  of  unwillingness  ot 
so  many  patients  who  are  able  to  pay  medical  dues,  prevails  greater,  pro- 
portionably,  among  the  negroes  than  among  the  whites.  Some  of  the  ne- 
groes are  prompt  to  pay,  but  most  of  them  who  are  able  to  pay  by  their 
own  physical  laI)or  or  otherwise,  are  disposed  to  shirk  out  of  it  more  tlian 
the  same  number  of  Avhites  in  like  circumstances.  No  portion  of  any  com- 
munity have  been  so  liberal  towards  them,  or  .served  tliem  with  as  mucli 
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faithfulness  and  sacrifice  since  their  emancipation  as  our  always  generous 
and  self-sacriflcing  profession.  And  while  no  respectable  white  man  in 
the  Southern  States  can  be  found  who  would  put  them  back  in  slavery,  or 
who  would  even  deny  to  this  race,  now  going  through  the  ordeal  of  testing 
tlieir  capacity  for  self-government,  any  of  the  rights  guaranteed  to  them 
hy  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  and  country,  our  own  profession, 
true  to  its  instincts  and  traditions,  are  more  humane  to  them,  the  world 
over,  than  anj'  other  class  or  profession  have  ever  shown  themselves  to  be. 
But  in  our  own  State  they  are  not  ranch  inferior  in  numbers  to  the  whites, 
and  in  some  counties  are  in  excess,  and  their  aiflictions  of  body  and  mind 
are  now  inflicting  a  greater  burden  upon  our  profession  than  we  are  able  to 
bear,  determined,  as  such  a  large  portion  of  them  are,  not  to  pay  medical 
<lebts.  What  is  to  be  done  under  such  circumstances?  poorer  and  poorer 
.IS  so  many  negroes  are  getting,  and  more  and  more  idle  and  profligate  as 
.so  many  of  them  are  from  year  to  year,  presents  a  question  demanding 
solution.  Our  medical  brethren  in  the  Western  and  other  parts  of  the 
State  may  not  feel  these  burdens  as  do  physicians  of  tlie  Eastern  and  other 
counties  v,iiere  thousands  upon  thousands  of  lazy,  vicious,  abandoned  ne- 
groes are  strolling  about  as  pe.sts  to  ^Societ}^,  liable  to  sickness,  and  con- 
stantly calling  upon  physicians  for  relief,  and  when  relieved,  unwilling,  in 
a  large  majority  of  cases,  to  pay  the  physician.  These  negroes,  whether  in 
health  or  in  sickness,  are  and  will  be  in  large  numbers,  citizens  of  the 
Stite,  especially  of  our  middle  and  Eastern  coanties,  and  how  their  wants 
are  to  be  relieved,  and  what  is  to  become  of  the  race,  is  one  of  those  hu- 
mane but  perplexing  questions  that  cannot  be  ignored. 

W'hile  every  consideration  connected  Avith  a  development  of  our  magnili- 
*ent  resources  and  the  best  interests  of  the  community  demands  a  more 
vigorous  and  effectual  system  of  immigration  to  an  inviting  State,  it  may  well 
be  questioned  whether,  all  things  considered,  we  shall  be  able  to  obtain  a 
bette'"  class  of  laborers  than  a  large  number  of  our  negroes  make.  But 
they  need  to  be  improved  in  education  and  in  those  comforts  which  are 
necessary  to  them  in  sickness  and  in  health.  Policy,  as  well  as  humanity, 
demands  that  the  authorities  of  North  Carolina  and  of  the  various  counties, 
towns,  and  cities,  should  inaugurate  and  maintain  such  a  system,  hosf)ital 
or  otherwise,  for  the  relief  of  their  infirmities,  and  the  cure  of  tlieir  diseases, 
as  will  not  only  relieve  our  own  profession  of  the  burdensome  calls  of  hu- 
manity now  imposed  upon  us  in  relation  to  this  race,  but  such  as  corres- 
))()nds  with  the  suggestions  of  justice  and  an  enlightened  course  of  policy 
and  political  economy. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  S.  SATCHWELL, 

G.  A.  FOOTE, 

R.  H.  WINBORNE. 

Dr.  WiNBORNE  introduced  the  following  resolution : 
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Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  this 
Societj'  whose  duty  it  sliall  be  to  visit  Raleig-li  during  the  next  session  of 
the  approacliing  State  Convention  or  next  Legislature,  and  to  memoralize 
tlie  same  upon  the  necessity  and  justice  of  passing  a  law  wherebj"  the  med 
ical  profession  of  this  State  may  be  empowered  to  collect  their  regular  pro- 
fessional dues  ;  nndrjsolv.'d  fuifier,  that  this  Society  piy  the  actual  expen- 
-;es  of  said  Committee. 

After  some  discussion  of  the  motion  by  Drs.  Tnas.  Duffy, 
FooTE,  MuKPHY,  Payne,  H.  Faison  and  R.  J.  Hicks,  Dr. 
Satchwell  offered  the  following  amendment,  which  was 
accepted,  and  the  motion  prevailed: 

That  the  Committee  consist  of  six,  and  that  three'  of  them  be  selected 
from  the  resident  physicians  of  the  City  of  Raleigh. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  to  com- 
,      i)Ose  the  Committee : 

Drs.  Satchwell,  Hali>,  ]Murphy,  Little*  Hines  and  E.  Burke  Hay 

WOOD. 

The  Committee  on  Fiiiance  made  the  following  report : 

Wilson,  N.  C,  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  May  19th,  187'). 
To  THE  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Noiith  Carolina  : 

The  Committee  respectfully  report  that  they  have  examined  the  Treas- 
urer's books  and  findtliat  there  was  a  balance  in  the  treasury,  on  May  18th, 
1875,  of  $7.65.  The  expenditures  of  the  past  year  amounted  to  about 
$270.00.  There  has  been  received  by  the  Treasurer  up  to  the  hour  of  mak- 
ing this  report,  the  sum  of  S130.00,  miking  the  cash  in  his  hands  $137.65. 
The  Committee  recommend  the  assessment  for  the  year  to  be  fixed  at  f  3 
per  capita. 

P.  E.  niNES, 
J.  L.  KNIGHT, 
H.  T.  BAHNSEN, 
Finance  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Whitehead,  the  Society  adjourned  till 
8  o'clock  this  evening. 
3 
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NIGHT  SESSION. 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  at  8  o'clock  by  the  Presi- 
dent, Avho  introduced  to  a  large  and  enlightened  audience 
of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  Dr.  Rob't  J.  Hicks,  of  Granville, 
the  Orator  for  the  Society. 

Dr.  Hicks  entertained  the  audience  with  a  very  interest- 
ing, able  and  instructive  address  upon  "Some  of  the  Errors 
as  Opposed  to  the  Triumphs  of  Medical  Science." 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  address,  Dr.  Satchwell  moved 
that  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  tendered  Dr.  R.  J.  Hicks 
.for  the  able  and  eloquent  address,  and  that  he  be  requested 
to  furnish  a  copy  to  the  Secretary  for  publication  in  the 
minutes  of  the  Society.  Unanimously  carried.  [Appendix 
£.] 

The  Society  adjourned  till  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to-morrow. 


THIRD  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

I  Wilson,  N.  C,  May  20th,  1875. 

The  Society  met  at  9  o'clock,  the  President,  Dr.  Jones,  in 
the  Chair. 

The  reading  of  the  minutes  were,  on  motion,  dispensed 
witli. 

The  President  announced  that  written  communications 
were  in  order,  and  that  the  Society  was  ready  to  receive  any 
remarks  from  members. 

Dr.  W.  T.  Ennett  reported  a  case  of  "  Chilblains.'' 

Dr.  J.  B.  Hall  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Publications.     Carried.     [Appendix  H.] 

Dr.  Francis  Duffy  reported  a  case  of  a  "  Peculiar  Cerebral 
Lesion  due  to  Syj^hilis." 

On  motion,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publica- 
tion.    [Appendix  L] 
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Dr.  Thomas  F,  Wood,  of  Wilmington,  read  an  essay  on 
the  "  Sources  and  Natural  History  of  Vaccine  Disease,'"  supple- 
mentary to  a  paper  on  ^^Non-Identity  of  Vaccinea  and  Variola," 
read  by  him  at  the  14th  Annual  Session  of  the  Society,  in 
Tarboro',  in  1SG7. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  H.  T.  Bahnsen,  the  paper  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Publication,     [iippendix  K.] 

Dr.  Little  moved  that  the  Society  now  proceed  to  the  in- 
stallation of  officers.     Motion  prevailed. 

The  President  appointed  Drs.  Little  and  Bahnsen  to 
conduct  the  newly  elected  President  to  his  seat. 

Dr.  Hines,  upon  taking  the  Chair,  returned  his  thanks  to 
the  Society  for  the  honor  conferred,  in  a  very  appropriate 
and  impressive  manner. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Jones,  the  retiring  President,  then  addressed 
the  Society  on  the  subject  of  "  Man  in  his  Primeval  State." 

Dr.  Satchwell  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be 
tendered  to  the  retiring  President  for  the  faithful  manner  in 
which  he  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  the  Society,  and 
for  the  valuable  and  erudite  address  just  delivered,  and  that 
he  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  it  for  publication  in  the 
transactions.     Carried  unanimously.     [Appendix  A.] 

Dr.  Little  moved  that  the  hour  of  adjournment  be  fixed 
at  11|  o'clock.     Carried. 

The  President,  Dr.  Hixes,  announced  that  it  was  in  order 
to  select  the  time  and  place  of  the  next  meeting. 

Dr.  Bahnsen  placed  Salem  in  nomination. 

Dr.  G.  G.  Smith  placed  Concord  in  nomination. 

Dr.  J.  K.  Hall  placed  Greensboro'  in  nomination. 

Dr.  T.  D.  Haigh  placed  Fayettcville  in  nomination, 
stating  several  reasons  why  the  Society  should  accept. 

When  Dr.  Whitehead  moved  that  Fayettcville  be  chosen 
by  acclamation.     Carried. 

Time  of  meeting  to  be  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  1876. 

The  Committee  to  select  a  subject  for  discussion  at  next 
meeting  made  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  : 
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Wilson,  May  30th,  1875. 
To  THE  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  : 

Your  Committee  respectfully  report  that  "  Puerperal  Convulsions  "  has- 
been  selected  as  the  subject,  and  Dr.  W.  A.  B.  Norcom:  as  the  Avriter  of 
the  essay  for  discussion,  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society. 

THOS.  S.  DUFFY, 
H.  T.  BAHNSEN, 
D.  N.  PATTERSON, 
Committee. 

Dr.  D,  N.  Patterson,  of  Mangum,  offered  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Whereas,  Though  duty  to  our  Society  and  to  our  Profession  demands 
our  presence  here  to-day,  which  is  literally  North  Carolina's  4th  of  July 
dSy  of  Declaration  of  American  Independence,  we  are  still  present  in  sym- 
pathy and  pride  with  those  North  Carolinians  who  meet  at  Charlotte  on 
this  memorable  and  hallowed  20th  of  May,  to  celebrate  the  Centennial  of 
the  Mecklenburg  Declaration.  And  while  the  Medical  Profession  of  North 
Carolina  cherish  with  becoming  pride  the  truth  that  physician^s,  as  a  class,, 
are  surpassed  by  none  others  in  patriotism,  there  is  a  peculiar  and  most 
gratifying  reason  now  why  the  profession  of  the  State  should  be  proud  of 
the  Mecklenburg  Declaration,  in  the  historic  fact  that  one  of  our  own 
North  Carolina  medical  brethren  wrote  that  immortal  instrument  and  sign- 
ed it  with  the  other  signers.  Dr.  Ephuaim  Brevard,  a  native  of  old 
IMecklenburg,  where  his  remains  still  repose,  a  Surgeon  in  the  Continental 
Army,  was  captured  by  the  British,  and  because  of  his  devotion  and  ac 
tivity  in  drawing  up  and  circulating  that  Declaration,  was  immured  in 
prison  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  Here  he  contracted  a  malarial  dis- 
ease from  which  he  afterwards  died  in  Mecklenburg.  A  member  of  the 
Convention  which  appointed  the  Committee  to  which  he  also  belonged,  to 
draft  the  Declaration,  read  from  the  Court  House  door  in  Charlotte,  at  a 
mass  meeting,  held  there  on  the  20th  May,  1775,  he  was  evidently  one  of 
the  master  spirits  in  that  great  movement.     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  are  in  entire  accord  with  those  North  Carolina  histo- 
rians and  statesmen  who  have  shown  so  conclusively  that  this  Declaration 
is  authentic,  and  that  we  accept  and  endorse  the  proud  record  thus  made 
for  North  Carolina,  always  true  in  every  war  in  which  honor,  duty  and 
l)atriotism  demands  her  services. 

Resolved,  That  in  our  opinion  it  is  eminently  proper  that  our  people 
should  celebrate  this  day,  as  immense  masses  of  her  citizens  are  this  daj' 
doing  at  Charlotte. 

Resolved,  That  so  long  as  the  waters  shall  flow  down  the  Catawba  on 
whose  banks  lie  the  hallowed  remains  of  our  medical  brother,  the  hero  and 
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martyr,  as  he  also  was  the  author  of  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration,  the  med- 
ical profession  of  North  Carolina  will  cherish  with  deep  pride  the  virtues 
and  noble  services  of  Dr.  Epiiraim  Bkevard.  and  we  will  preserve  his 
name  and  fame  as  a  household  word  in  tlie  profession. 

Dr.  FooTE,  from  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  made  the 
following  report: 

Wilson,  May  20th,  1875. 
To  THE  Medical  Society  of  the  State  op  North  Carolina  : 
The  Committee  recommend  for  membership  in  the  Society 

Dr.  W.  C.  Murphy, Magnolia,  N.  C. 

"     W.  J.  Cook, Louisburg,  " 

"     F.J.Thorpe, Eocky  Mount,        " 

"    .Joshua  Taylor, Tarboro',  " 

"    D.W.Bullock, Tarboro', 

"    W.  H.  Whitehead, Battleboro',  " 

"     C.  W.  Eagles, Sparta,  *' 

"     R.  A.  Sills, Nashville,  " 

"     R.  H.  Speight, Tarboro', 

"     C.  E.  Moore, Battleboro',  " 

"     H.  G.  Land, Poplar  Branch,      " 

' '    R.  J.  Grimes, Robersonville,       " 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  A.  FOOTE, 
For  Committee. 

Report  was  adopted. 

The  gentlemen  came  forward,  paid  their  initiation  fee, 
and  signed  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Dr.  Wm.  Little  introduced  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered 
to  the  physiqians,  and  to  the  citizens  of  Wilson,  especially  the  ladies,  for 
tlie  very  kind  and  hearty  reception  extended  during  the  present  session. 

Unanimously  adopted. 

Dr.  C.  T.  Murphy  introduced  the  following,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  are  hereby  tendered  the  officers 
of  the  vai'Jous  railroads  for  passing  delegates  for  one  fare. 
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The  hour  of  11 J  o'clock  being  fixed  as  tlie  time  for  ad- 
journment, tlie  President  adjourned  tlie  Society  to  meet  in 
tlie  town  of  Fayetteville,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  Maj^. 
1876. 

JAMES  McKEE,  M.  D., 

Secrdo.ry. 
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REVISED   ROLL 

Of  Mt'.nihej'S  in  the  Order  in  which  they  signed 
the  Constitution. 


Dr.  E.  Strudwick, Hillsboro',      North  Carolina. 

•  W.G.Hill, Raleigli, 

"  N.J.  PiTTMAN,* Tarboio'  "            " 

••  J.  B.  JoxES, Charlotte, 

•  R.  B.  Haywood, Raleigh,  "  " 

"  Chas.  E.  Johnson, "  "            " 

"  Jas.  B.  Dunn, "  "            '' 

"  W.  George  Thomas, Wilmington,  "            " 

"  S.  S.  Satchwell,* Rocky  Point,  "            " 

'•  J.R.Mercer, Tarboro',  "            " 

"  E.  B.  Haywood, Raleigh,  "            " 

"  Jas.  P.  Bryan, Kinston,  "            " 

"  A.B.Pierce,* Halifax, 

"  H.  W.  Faison.* Faison's  Depot,"  " 

"  Allman  Holmes,* Clinton,  " 

"  E.W.Anderson, Wilmington,  "            " 

"  C.  T.  Murphy,* Clinton,  " 

"  Hugh  Kelly, Statesville,  "            " 

"  F.M.Henderson, Concord,  "            " 

"  J.  J.  Soimerell, Salisbiuy,  "            " 

"  P.  E.  HiNES," Raleigh,  " 

"  M.  Whitehead,* , Salisbury,  "            " 

"  J.G.Ramsey Rowan  Mills,  "            " 

"  J.A.Gibson,* Concord,  " 

"  R.  H.  WiNBORNE,* Edenton,  '■            " 

"  J.K.Hall,* Greensboro',  "            " 

"  Geo.  A.  FooTE,* Warrenton,  "            " 

"  W.  R.  Sharpe Fulton,  " 

"  Eugene  Grissom, Raleigh,  " 

"  R.  L.  Payne,* Lexington, 

'^  F.  M.  Rountree,* Snow  Hill,  "           " 

"  W.  A.  CoLLETT, Morganton,  " 

"  E.  F.  Ashe, Wadesboro', 
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Dr.  D.  B.  Woods, Rowau  Mills,ISrorth  Carolina. 

"  Chas.  J.  O'Hagan,   Greenville,  " 

"  W.  A.  B.  NoRCOM,* Edenton,  •' 

"  J.F.King, Wilmington,  "  '' 

"  J.W.Jones,* Tarboro',  "  " 

"  J.F.Long, Washington,  " 

"  C.  W.  Knight, Tarboro',  "  " 

"  J.B.Hughes, New  Berne,  "  " 

"  W.  W.  Gaither, Lenoir,  " 

"  J.  C   GiDNEY, Shelby,  " 

"  William  Little,* Rileigh,  "  " 

"  William  R.  Wood, Scotland  Neck,  "  " 

"  J.  H.  Hicks, Rocky  Point,  " 

"  W.  M.  B.  Brown. Greenville,  "  " 

"  M.  T.  Savage. Scotland  Neck,  " 

"  Thomas  F.  Wood,* Wilmington,  "  " 

"  Thomas  C.  Powell,* Rocky  Mount,  " 

•'  Franklin  Hart,* Tarboro',  "  " 

"  Geo.  L.  KiRBY, Goldsboro', 

"  L.  A.  Stith,* Wilson,  "  " 

"  J.  F.  Shaffner, Salem,  "  " 

"  G.H.Macon, Littleton,  "  " 

"  W.  T.  Cheatham,* Henderson,  "  " 

"  RoBT.  J.  Hicks,*  Williamsboro',  •' 

"  Elisha  Porter,* Rocky  Point,  "  " 

"  Walter  DebnaiM,* Earpsboro',  " 

"  F.  J.  Haywood,  Jr., Raleigh,  "  " 

"  C.H.Barron,* Toisnot,  "  " 

"  B.P.Alston, Warrenton,  "  " 

"  V.  O.  Tho.mpson, Winston,  "  " 

"  G.G.Smith,* Concord.  "  " 

"  F.  N.  Luckey, Salisbury,  "  " 

"  D.N.Patterson,* Mangum,  "  " 

"  Joel  G.  King, Warrenton,  "  " 

"  J.P.Sugg, Tarboro',  " 

"  H.  T.  Bahnsen,* Salem,  "  ■•' 

"  Geo.  N.  Ennett,. Sueed's  Ferry,  "  " 

"  Chas.  DuFFEY, New  Berne,  "  " 

"  W.W.Lane, Wilmington,  " 

"  R.  L.  Cowan, Rowan  Mills,  "  " 

"  Jas.  L.  Robinson, Wilmington,  "  " 

"  W.  J.  Love, "  "  " 

"  J.B.Walker, 

"  David  D.  Sloan, Sampson  Co.,  " 

"  Jajwes  McKee,* Raleigh,  "  " 

"  L.L.Alexander, N.  Hanover  Co.,"  " 
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Dr.  Willis  Alston,* Littleton,        North  Carolina. 

'•  W.  J.  11.  Bellamy, Wilmington,  "  " 

"  Geo.  F.  Lucas, "  " 

"  Walter  Brodie,* Whitiikers,  "  " 

"  A.  S.  Jones, W^arreuton,  "  " 

"  H.  Otis  Hyatt,* Kinston,  "  " 

"  J.  L.  Knight,.* Tarboro',  "  " 

"  C.  S.  KiLLEBREW, "  "  " 

"  D.  M.  BuiE Wilmington,  "  " 

"  W.  T.  Ennett,* Rocky  Point,  " 

"  D.  McL.  Graham, Point  Caswell,  "  " 

"  W.  L  RoYSTER, Raleigh,  "  " 

"  Geo.  Fields, Warrenton,  "  " 

"  C.  6.  Cox, Richlands, 

"  G.  GiLLETT  Thomas, Wilmington,  "  " 

"  V.  N.  Seawell, ' Wallace,  "  " 

"  Geo.  S.  Attmore, Newbern,  "  " 

"  S.  B.  Flowers,* Mt.  Olive,  " 

'•  P.  W.  Young, Oxford, 

"  Jno.  McDonald, Washington,  "  " 

"  Francis  Dufpey,* Catherine  Lake,"  " 

"  L.  L.  Staton,* Tarboro',  "  '' 

"  T.  P.  German Ridgcway,  "  " 

"  A.  G.  Carr,* Durham,  "  " 

"  Jno.  A.  Allison, Statcsville,  "  " 

"  J.  B.  Gaither, Salisbury,  "  " 

"  J.  M.  Hadley La  Grange,  "  " 

' '  W.  G.  Johnston, Farmington,  "  " 

"  W.  J.  McLiNDEN Wadesboro',  "  " 

"  Josh.  W.  ViCK,* Selma,  "  " 

"  Isaac  E.  Green, Warrenton,  "  " 

"  P.  L.  Murphy, Wilmington,  "  " 

"  Joseph  Graham, Charlotte,  '*  " 

"  J.  W.  Miller, 

"  John  L.  Henderson, iVIt.  Pleasant,  "  " 

"  J.  R.  Wilson, Harris'  Depot,  "  " 

"  Richard  Anderson Albemarle,  "  " 

"  J.S.Blair, Harris' Depot,  "  " 

"  J.  F.  ]\IiLLER, Goldsboro',  "  " 

"  S.  J.  Alexander, Randalsburg,  "  " 

"  H.  K.  DeAr.mand, Pineville,  "  " 

"  J.  P.  McCoMBS, Charlotte,  "  " 

"  Thomas  S.  Duffey,* Rutherfordton,  "  " 

"  O.P.Houston, Mt.  Ulla, 

"  S.J.Gilmer, Concord,  "  " 

"  Jno.  Fink, "  "  '  • 
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Dr.  Thomas  J.  Moore, Charlotte,       North  Carolina. 

"  E.  S.  Foster Louisburg,         " 

"  A.A.Hill, Lexington,  '' 

"  J.H.Baker,* Tarboro', 

"  J.  B.  Hall,* Scotland  Neck,  " 

"  J.  M.  Richardson, Lincolnton,        " 

"  T.  D.  Haigh,* Fayetteviile, 

"  Alexander  Montague,* Kolesville,  " 

"  L.  J.  PicoT,* Littleton,  " 

"  David  N.  Sills,* Castalia,  " 

"  Jno.  a.  Drake,* Battleboro',         " 

"  W.  C.  MuRPHEY,* Magnolia,  " 

"  W.  J.  Cooke,* Louisburg,         " 

••  F.J.  Thorpe,* Rockj- Mount,    " 

"  Joshua  T.a.ylor,* Tarboro',  " 

"  D.W.Bullock,* "  " 

"  W.  H.  Whitehead,* Battleboro',        " 

"  C.  W.  Eagles,* . .  Sparta,  " 

"  R.  A.  Sills,* Na.shvi!le, 

"  R.  H.  Speight,* Tarboro',  " 

"  C.  E.  Moore,* Battleboro',        " 

"  H.  G.  Land,* Poplar  Branch,  " 

"  R.  J.  Grimes,* Robersonville,   " 
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Dr.  W.  T.  Howard, Baltimore,      Maryland. 

"    Otis  F.  Manson, Richmond,      Virginia. 

"     J.  H.  Dill.\rd Edenton,        North  Carolina. 

"     F.  D.  Lente, Cold  Spring,  Ncav  York. 

"     Susan  J.  DiM.MOCK,f Boston,  Massachusetts. 


Those  marked  *  were  present  at  this  meeting. 

fDead      Information  of  death  by  drowning  received  since  meeting 
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APPENDIX. 

A 
VALEDICTORY  ADDRESS. 


BY    J.    W.    JONES,    M.    D.,    TARBORO  ,    N.    C. 


Mr.  President,  and  Gentlemen  of  the 

NortJi    Carolina  Medical  Society  : 

My  term  as  your  presiding  officer  now  expires,  and  it 
only  remains  to  me  to  say  to  yon  a  few  parting  words.  I 
thank  you  for  your  kindness  and  forbearance. 

The  subject  of  the  brief  remarks  and  reflection  which  I 
propose  to  submit  to  you,  is,  Adam  in  Eden — Man  in  his 
tirst  Estate.  And  it  occurs  to  me,  that  it  is  a  fit  period  in 
his  life,  as  he  has  lived  on  this  earth,  for  study  ;  when  he 
was  new,  first  made,  healthy,  in  a  new  world,  of  pure  air 
and  fresh  water,  perfectly  adapted  to  all  his  wants  and 
necessities  in  his  natural  state.  The  time  allowed  us  only 
permits  that  we  be  suggestive,  not  exhaustive,  in  the  dis- 
(•us.sion. 

As  to  the  origin  of  man,  the  various  theories  of  our  time 
are  not  new.  Unaided  human  reason  has  always  and  in  all 
times  made  the  same  mistake  when  searching  after  the  ori- 
gin of  things.  The  Greeks  approached  nearer  the  truth 
than  any  other  people  who  had  not  ttie  written  word  In 
their  literature  the  power  of  thought  developed  itself  in 
every  direction,  and  it  is  remarkable  that  all  subsequent 
systems,  even  in  the  most  modern  times,  so  far  as  they  rest 
on  specific  fundamental  differences,  may  be  recognized  as 
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anticiiDated  by  the  Greek  philosophies.  The  Greeks  even 
were  dependent  for  the  germ  of  their  thoughts,  as  to  the 
beginning,  which  suggest  to  us  the  profound  culture  and 
development  at  a  very  early  period  of  the  world's  history, 
on  the  oriental  philosophy,  coming  down  to  us  from  the 
most  ancient  times  and  embracing  the  speculations  of  the 
human  mind  in  India,  China,  Persia,  Chaldea,  Ph(Denicia, 
and  Egypt,  and  presenting  a  perfect  parallel  to  their  sys- 
tems, which  in  connection  ¥/ith  the  early  history  of  that 
country  justifies  the  conclusion  that  the  eastern  philosophy 
was  the  source  of  all  subsequent  speculations. 

Pantheism,  which  beholds  in  infinite  beings  only  forms 
or  modifications  of  infinite  substances,  or  as  the  modern 
German  materialist  regards  it,  the  universe  as  the  self  de- 
velopment of  God,  all  things  but  as  "one  stupendous  whole," 
is  found  in  the  Vedas  or  sacred  books  of  India,  and  in  the 
philosophies  of  China  and  Egypt,  and  was  taught  in  Greece 
by  Pythagoras. 

Dualism,  which  divides  all  beings  and  substances  be- 
tween two  incarnate  principles,  two  Gods,  a  good  and  an 
evil  one,  is  found  in  the  Zindavesta  of  Persia  under  the  no- 
tion of  a  grand  conflict ;  and  in  the  Chaldean  philosophy 
it  is  exhibited  as  an  immutable  harmony.  This  was  taught 
in  Greece  by  Thales  and  Anaxagoras. 

Atheism,  which  in  the  place  of  God,  substitutes  a  sort  of 
indefinite  multiplicity  by  the  concurrence  of  atoms,  teaches 
that  all  existences  may  be  resolved  into  some  modification 
of  matter.  This  was  taught  in  some  of  the  Buddhist  Schools 
in  India,  and  in  Greece  by  Anaximander  and  Epicurus. 

In  ancient  Greece  it  was  customary  to  regard  all  matter 
as  consisting  of  four  elements,  viz ;  earth,  air,  fire  and  water. 
Tbales  believed  that  the  secret  of  life  was  to  be  found  in 
water.  Anaximenes  was  of  the  opinion  that  it  resided  in 
the  air.  Pythagoras  traced  it  to  heat.  And  Xenophon  to 
the  earth.  Plippocrates  went  further  and  asserted  that  na- 
ture presided   over   and    controlled    all    the  actions  of  the 
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body.  Plato  and  x4.ristotle,  still  more  daring,  attributed  a 
soul  to  all  living  things,  a  rational  soul  for  man,  a  sentient 
soul  for  animals,  and  a  vegetable  soul  for  plants  ;  and  re- 
cognized matter,  life  and  spirit  as  distinct  parts  of  the  same 
body  or  being.  Democritus  and  Epicurus  denied  all  this 
and  regarded  the  body  as  an  accidental  aggregation  of  stray 
particles,  variously  grouped  and  discharging  functions  as  to 
the  groups. 

In  Democritus  and  Epicurus,  we  behold  the  materialist 
of  modern  times,  in  Plato  and  x4ristotle,  the  immaterialist, 
and  the  grounds  originally  occupied  by  each  respectively,  is 
vigorously  maintained  b}'"  the  two  rival  schools  of  modern 
philosophy,  the  one  attributing  everything  to  a  spiritual 
agency,  and  to  law  and  order  impressed  upon  all  matter, 
whether  living  or  dead,  by  divine  power;  while  the  other 
maintained  that  matter  of  itself  can  account  for  the  universe 
and  all  in  it.  That  only  matter  and  material  forces,  only 
atoms  and  ato.nic  forms  have  been  and  are  concerned  in 
the  formation  of  all  things,  living  as  well  as  dead,  and  that 
the  material  universe  is  due  to  an  accidental  assemblage  of 
parts  mutually  acting  and  re-acting  on  each  other.  The}' 
both  alike  assume  the  existence  of  matter,  but  differ  as  to  its 
forces,  disposal  and  arrangement.  The  former  holding  that 
God,  who  is  at  once  free,  intelligent,  self-acting,  wise  and 
good,  the  ultimate  and  proxima'.e  cause  of  all  the  phenome- 
na of  life,  and  of  the  universe,  made  matter,  and  having 
made  it,  and  placed  it  in  certain  condition,  it  will  obey  cer- 
tain laws,  but  can  do  nothing  of  itself  by  anything  inherent 
in  matter.  That  each  creature  was  created  perfect  in  itself, 
and  perfect  in  its  relation  to  all  other  creations  and  to  the 
universe.  That  man  came  from  no  atom,  or  monad  or 
brute.  That  life  is  a  mysterious  entity,  wholly  separate  and 
distinct  from  any  physiological  action,  and  cannot  be  re- 
ferred to  any  combination  of  physical  forces.  That  mind 
has  for  its  own  basis  not  body  or  matter  merely,  but  spirit, 
endowed  with  divine  attributes,  a  central  something  under- 
lying both  matter  and  spirit. 
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The  latter,  or  materialists,  contenrling  that  with  matter 
given,  they  can  account  for  man  and  the  universe  ;  that  all 
the  forces  are  inlierent  in  matter,  and  that  in  matter  the}' 
find  the  promise  and  potency  of  every  form  and  quality  of 
life.     They  explain  all  things  by  the  operation  of  secondary 
causes.     They  ignore  the  question,  how  natural  law  came 
in  the  beginning  to  raise  formless   matter  into  all  those 
beautiful  forms  we  see,  in  all  animal  and  vegetable  nature, 
and  regard  the  question,  who  made  it  ?  as  unknown  and 
unknowable.     They  only  see  the  grand  progression  of  na- 
ture as  presided   over,  not  by  God,  but  by  what  they  call 
motion,  natural  law,  blind  force.     That  all  matter  is  en- 
dowed with  certain  chemical  and  physiological  properties, 
the   chemical  developed  by   binary  combinations  of  mat- 
ter; that  the  vital   properties  come   into   existence   when 
matter  comes  into  more  complicated  combination,  and  that 
all   vital   manifestations  are   no  more   than    physiological 
actions  resulting  from  certain  ph^^sical  changes,  arising  ne- 
cessarily  in  particular  organizations.     That  thought  is  a 
function  of  matter,  only  the  result  of  an  agitation  of  the 
brain,  and  ideas  only  transformed  sensations.     That  when 
any  vital  organization  is  dissolved,  that  is  an  end  of  it,  its 
matter  passing  into  new  forms  and  evolving  new  life.  All  our 
joy,  sorrow,  thoughts,  love,  heroism,  worship,  are  the  product 
of  matter.     And  so  the  law  of  Mr.  Comt  follows,  that  a  phy- 
sical basis  is  found  for  the  phenomenon  of  social  life.     That 
as  the  life  of  an  individual  man  is  supposed  to  result  from 
certain  physical  changes  in  the  organism  belonging  to  the 
man,  so  the  life  of  the  community,  social  life,  is  supposed  to 
be  equally  dependent   upon  certain   physical  changes  in 
the  larger  organism,  in  which  many  men  form  component 
parts.     They  tell  us  that  our   world,  and  all  the  fullness 
thereof,  came  into  existence  somewhat  in  this  wise :  that  at 
some  time  in  the  great  unknown  past,  some  stray  particles 
of  matter,  may  be  nebular,  floating  in  the  great  space,  by 
power  inherent  in  matter,  came  together  and  commenced 


VALEDICTORY  ADDRESS.  ^f) 


the  formation  of  a  young  world,  that  this  grew  by  attracting 
the  smaller  bodies  about  it,  until  in  the  fullness  of  time,  our 
world  was  full  grown  and  took  its  place  and  began  her 
eternal  rounds.  And  then  chemical  action  set  up,  and  com- 
binations were  formed  that  resulted  in  life,  and  that  from 
the  lowest  form  of  life  man  has  worked  his  way  up  to  his 
present  level,  through  the  countless  forms  of  brute  life,  and 
then  through  an  interminable  line  of  savage  ancestry.  The 
mj^stery  connected  with  the  origin  of  things  and  of  man,  is 
no!:  gotten  rid  of  by  any  of  the  skeptic  writers,  or  explained 
by  any  of  their  theories.  We  think  that  the  labours  of  the 
scientist  are  in  vain  in  that  direction  ;  that  he  seeks  for  what 
is  beyond  the  range  of  human  knoAvledgo,  that  he  insists 
upon  measuring  or  weighing,  and  calculating  with  wrong 
and  inadequate  means  and  instruments.  They  know  that 
the  world  exists,  and  consequently,  a  ^ws^erion,  that  as  it  now 
exists,  it  must  have  in  some  vray  and  time  begun  to  exist, 
but  when  and  how  is  past  finding  out  by  any  means  and 
measuring  known  to  us.  Again,  it  may  be  supposed  that 
this  world  came  from  a  nebular,  or  that  it  came  full  o-rown 
instantly,  by  one  single  omnific  act,  or  that  each  depart- 
ment of  each  race  in  the  world,  or  each  atom  of  the  universe, 
was  the  subject  cf  a  separate  and  distinct  act  of  creation,  and 
that  these  several  acts  were  chronologically  separate  from 
each  other  ;  and  no  man  on  any  philosophical  grounds  can 
deny  any  one  of  these  suppositions.  Nor  is  there,  physio- 
logically regarded,  anything  in  man  to  contradict  the  view 
which  regards  him  as  having  a  spiritual  nature,  which  is 
the  image  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  /^.way  from  the  revealed 
word,  we  can't  affirm  or  deny,  all  is  .speculation.  All  conjec- 
ture. The  matter  of  man's  orign  is  quite  beyond  the  reach 
of  scientific  investigation,  and  for  vvdiat  we  know  of  it,  we 
are  in  no  wise  indebted  to  human  knowledge.  Science  can 
only  explain  and  investigate  the  external  constitution  of 
nature.  Beyond  this,  from  the  nature  of  things,  she  can't 
go,  and  for  all  we  are  indebted  to  the  Great  Architect  him- 
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self,  to  God  the  maker,  who  has  revealed  himself  in  diverse 
times  and  places,  as  it  has  pleased  hiai,  by  His  Word,  aiul 
by  signs  and  by  His  Spirit. 

The  world  is  fast  learning  that  any  one  division  of  science 
is  but  a  part  of  the  whole,  great,  one  domain,  and  to  realize 
the  important  fact  that  all  science,  like  all  truth  is  one,  to 
which. that  of  man,  based  on  the  solid  foundation  of  obser- 
vation, experience  and  revelation  is  the  introduction.  In 
■our  search  for  trutli  and  stud}"  of  man,  the  archetype  and 
crowning  work  of  all  created  things  in  this  world,  we  must 
stand  hard  b}^  and  never  desert  known  laws,  tried  experience, 
the  observation  of  the  past,  and  the  revealed  Word,  to  reason 
about  what  we  may  conceive  to  be  absolute  and  necessary 
laws,  or  launch  out  into  wild  skepticism,  because  of  things 
we  can't  comprehend.  Many  of  the  great  truths  of  God  are 
not  comprehended  by  syllogisms.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
would  1)6  unreasonable  if  finite  man,  living  in  a  world  that 
is  almost  an  atom  when  compared  to  the  great  universe, 
should  comprehend  the  thoughts  of  God,  or  the  breadth, 
and  length,  and  dej)th,  and  height  of  his  wisdom. 

The  Scriptural  account  of  the  creation  is  a  brief  outline, 
such  as  wonderfully  adapts  itself  to  men  of  every  age,  and 
to  every  stage  of  intellectual  development.  Its  widest  design 
was  the  annunciation  of  certain  principles  and  facts  as  per- 
taining to  the  religious  history  of  the  Israelites,  and  the 
unfolding  of  the  Divine  intention  respecting  human  redemp- 
tion. Brief  as  it  is,  the  Biblical  history  of  the  creation  is 
the  most  rational  and  consistent  known  to  man.  And  as 
the  truths  of  the  natural  sciences  are  developed  by  experi- 
ments and  observations,  and  as  rational  views  of  creation 
-are  established,  they  are  found  consistent  with,  and  often 
■anticipated  by  the  language  of  Holy  Writ.  The  grand  out- 
lines sketched  by  Moses  with  such  scientific  accuracy  are 
'the  same  as  those  wliich  modern  science  enables  us  to  trace. 
Where  did  Moses  g-et  all  this  knowledge  ?  If  he  possessed 
•the  knowledge  which  genius  and  science  have  attained  only 
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recently,  that  knowledge  was  superhuman.  If  he  did  not 
possess  that  knowledge,  then  his  pen  must  have  been  guided 
by  superhuman  wisdom,  in  recording  tlie  scheme  of  creation 
so  profoundly  philosophical. 

It  is  conceded  that  there  was  a  flood  in  tiie  early  history 
of  our  world.  Of  all  the  theories  to  account  for  the  manner 
of  it,  the  most  rational,  it  seems  to  me,  is  that  the 
flood  was  what  the  geologists  term  a  subsidence  and  up- 
heaval, the  ancient  land  gradually  sinking  down  beneath  the 
ocean  to  become  its  bed,  while  the  bottom  of  the  former 
deep,  has  been  gradually  upheaved  to  form  a  new  earth  ;  a 
phenomenon  differing  only  in  dimensions  and  grandeur 
from  the  like  in  modern  times. 

This  great  Continent,  that  subsided  at  the  flood,  carrying- 
down  with  it  every  living  creature  except  Noah  and  the 
living  creatures  in  the  ark,  the  birth  place  of  the  first  man, 
and  the  cradle  of  the  human  race,  is  supposed,  and  that  not 
without  good  reason,  to  have  stretched  over  that  part  of  the 
globe,  at  least,  where  now  roll  the  Indian  and  Pacific 
Oceans,  and  known  by  writers  as  Lemuria.  And  that  the' 
Ark  rested,  after  the  waters  had  subsided,  near  the  shores  of 
the  Persian  Gulf,  in  the  south-western  part  of  Asia,  to  which 
all  tradition,  history,  ethnology  and  philology  point,  as  the 
birth  place  of  the  human  family  in  the  new  world,  and  to 
his  unity  there. 

The  physical  system  of  our  world,  in  the  beginning,  as 
described  by  the  sacred  historian,  can  l)ut  fill  the  contem- 
plative mind  with  wonder  and  adniiration.  We  aee  the 
simple  but  beautiful  adaptation  in  the  earth  below,  and 
the  heavens  above  ;  the  land,  the  sea,  the  winds,  the  light ; 
man  and  his  world  in  perfect  and  unbroken  harmony,  with- 
out a  jar  to  mar  the  all  pervading  unity;  and  everything 
cooperating  to  secure  the  greatest  good  and  perfection.  Its 
precise  form  and  dimensions  are  not  given,  yet  Moses  indi- 
vidually gives  us  in  express  terms  the  data  by  which  we 
may  know  much  of  it.      He  expressly  tells  us  that  in  the 
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old  world  there  were  rivers,  mountains,  fine  gold  and  pre- 
cious stones,  fruit  that  was  good  for  food,  trees  that  were 
pleasant  to  the  siglit,  herbs  and  trees  bearing  seed,  cattle  on- 
the  hills,  fowls  in  the  air,  beasts  in  the  field  and  fishes  in  the 
sea ;  and  that  some  parts  of  the  land  were  more  productive 
than  others.  So  we  may  safely  infer  from  these,  and  still 
other  reasons,  that  it  was  a  great  continental  plain,  as  large 
as  all  our  Continents  and  islands  together,  of  nearly  uniform 
surface,  with  a  single  broad  ocean  washing  its  shores,  with 
lakes,  and  ponds,  and  marshes,  and  branches,  and  springs, 
and  meadows,  and  shores ;  with  currents  of  air  and  water 
undisturbed  by  local  causes,  pursuing  their  stead}^  and  con- 
tinual routes  ;  with  climates  like  the  hues  of  the  rainbow,, 
gently  melting  into  each  other,  and  maintaining  an  even, 
and  steady  progression  from  the  fervent  heat  of  the  equator 
to  the  frozen  poles.  It  was  a  rainless  country  ;  the  mist 
went  U})  from  the  earth  and  watered  the  whole  face  of  the 
ground.  Nor  was  it  in  any  part  subject  to  the  inequalities 
we  experience,  no  excessive  rains,  but  the  daily  want  suj)- 
plied  by  genial  dews  and  mist.  The  currents  of  air, were 
even  and  uniform,  the  skies  were  serene  and  cloudless,  the 
Flora  and  Fauna  were  distributed  in  their  proper  latitudes,. 
and  attained  their  full  perfection. 

In  Eden,  the  fairest  portion  of  this  goodly  land,  God  pre- 
pared and  })lanted  with  his  own  artistic  hand  a  garden,  and 
in  it  he  put  the  man  and  the  woman  whom  he  had  made. 
And  out  of  the  ground  made  the  Lord  to  grow  every  tree 
that  is  pleasant  to  the  sight,  and  good  for  food.  The  tree  of 
life  was  also  in  the  midst  of  the  garden,  and  the  tree  of  the 
knowledge  of  good  and  evil.  A  river  went  out  of  Eden  to 
water  the  garden,  the  gold  of  it  was  good,  and  there  was 
there  the  Bdellium  and  the  onyx-stone.  It  was  a  p  .radise 
of  physical  pleasures,  with  everything  that  could  delight 
the  taste  or  please  the  eye,  or  gratify  the  senses.  All  was 
unity  and  fellowship  ;  mother  Eve  talked  with  the  serpent, 
and  the  man  Adam  walked  and  talked,  face  to  face,  with 
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■God  ;  the  wolf  and  the  lamb  did  dwell  together,  and  the 
leopard  laid  down  with  the  kid. 

There  are  tliree  orders  of  intelligence  known  to  us:  God, 
Angels  and  man.  There  are  two  orders  of  Angels — Angels 
and  Arch- angels.  Man  was  made  a  little  lower  than  angels. 
•'  In  the  beginning  God  created  the  Heavens  and  the  Earth, 
.and  all  the  fulness  thereof"  On  the  sixtli  day  of  the  crea- 
tion, "  God  said  let  us  make  man  in  our  own  image,  after 
■our  own  likeness.  So  he  created  him  out  of  the  dust  of  the 
ground,  and  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life,  and 
he  became  a  living  soul.  And  the  Lord  God  said,  it  is  not 
good  that  the  man  should  be  alone.  I  will  make  him  a 
help  meet  for  him,  and  he  caused  a  deep  sleep  to  fall  upon 
Adam,  and  he  took  one  of  his  ribs,  and  of  the  rib  which  the 
Lord  God  had  taken  from  the  man,  made  he  a  woman,  and 
brought  her  unto  the  man,  and  blessed  them  and  said,  be 
fruitful  and  multiply,  and  replenish  the  earth,  and  subdue 
it,  and  have  dominion  over  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  the  fisli 
of  the  sea,  and  over  every  living  thing  that  moveth  upon 
the  earth."  But  man,  over  elated  by  his  dominion  and  po- 
sition, became  dissatisfied  with  the  restraining  limits  of  his 
happy  lot,  and  sought  a  broader  sphere,  yielded  to  the 
tempter's  voice,  and  in  an  evil  hour,  overstepped  the  peri- 
phery of  man's  degree,  and  fell.  80  sin  entered  into  tlie 
M-orld,  and  death  by  sin.  And  immediately  there  came  a 
strange  state  of  disturbance  .and  unrest,  giving  signs  of 
change  that  must  needs  have  guide  and  restriction.  How 
■long  man  remained  in  his  first  estate,  and  in  Paradise,  we 
are  not  informed,  though  we  suppose,  comparatively  a  short 
time.  All  his  children  were  born  to  him  after  his  fail  and 
expulsion.  He  was  one  hundred  and  thirty  years  old  at 
the  birth  of  Seth,  and  had  children  younger  than  Seth,  but 
of  his  age  at  their  birth  we  have  no  record.  Of  his  wife, 
^lother  Eve,  there  is  no  mention  made,  save  that  she  bore 
her  huslmnd  children,  sons  and  daughters.  He  knew  no 
'•bildhood,  but  came  into  the  world   full  grown,  fresh  from  • 
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liis  Maker's  hands.  His  occupation  was  to  keep  and  dress 
the  garden — a  horticulturist.  His  food  was  seeds,  herbs  and 
fruits  ;  he  was  frugivorous  by  instinct,  but  by  his  intelligence 
has  become  omnivorous.  He  lived  in  a  state  of  nudity,  nor 
was  there  shame  to  man  or  woman,  or  fear  of  them  to  the 
brute.  To  the  time  of  the  violation  of  the  law,  every  thing- 
worked  together  for  good  ;  man  adapted  to  the  world,  and 
the  world  to  man.  The  life  he  lived  was  in  conformity  to  the 
great  principles  upon  which  the  law  re- ted.  Consequently, 
all  he  did  and  said  was  only  a  development  and  a  growth  to 
his  greater  perfection,  and  he  needed  no  more  restrictioii 
than  the  plant,  which  has  all  the  conditions  of  its  life  and 
development  around  it  and  in  it.  His  daily  work,  like  the 
beating  of  our  hearts,  did  not  bring  weariness,  nor  when  he 
ran  did  he  faint.  We  are  expressly  informed  by  the  sacred 
historian,  that  man  has  fallen  from  the  higher  life  in  which 
he  was  made,  and  not  that  he  has  arisen  from  a  lower  one, 
as  the  skeptic  teaches,  that  his  nature  lias  changed,  and  all 
his  normal  functions  are  perverted.  In  all  his  history,  away 
from  the  influences  of  civilization,  and  tlie  refining,  and 
regulating,  and  elevating  powers  of  Christianity,  he  has  ever 
gone  down  in  the  scale  ;  and  in  proportion  as  they  have  in- 
tiuenced  him  has  been  his  condition.  In  Edem,  he  is  rep- 
resented as  having  the  same  appearance,  and  bearing  the 
same  marked  characteristics  and  attributes  that  he  has  ever 
done  since,  -with  a  body  erect,,  and  a  spirit  wonderfully  en- 
dowed :  with  a  body  capable  of  intelligent  labor,  and  a  will, 
freehand  a  consciousness  recognizing  the  absolute  supremacy 
of  truth  and  justice  and  goodness,  the  highest  faculties  of  the 
spirit.  He  is  unlike  all  the  other  animal  kingdom  in  this, 
that  he  does  not  breed  on  his  near  kin,  and  leave  a  healthy 
offspring  in  these  latter  times,  as  he  did  in  the  beginning,  and 
for  sometime  after.  The  children  of  our  early  parents  in- 
termarried, which  now  would  be  fatal  to  the  race.  It  is  said 
of  him  alone  of  all  created  things,  that  "God  breathed  intO' 
•  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life,  and  maii  became  a  living  soul.'* 
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Exactl}'  what  God  intended  to  express  when  he  said,  "The 
day  that  thou  eatest  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and 
evil  thou  shalt  surely  die,"  we  are  not  sure.  But  we  know 
this,  for  the  Word  so  declares  it,  that  a  great  change  came 
over  man  as  soon  as  he  did  eat;  I'e  knew  and  felt  what  he 
did  not  know  and  feel  before;  whereas  he  was  blind  he  now 
saw.  Either  wliat  he  ate  destroyed  or  changed  some  of  his 
parts,  may  be  some  nerve  centre,  or  called  into  action  parts 
that  had  lain  dormant,  thereby  causing  a  change  in  the  man, 
and  producing  new  wants  in  him,  and  necessitating  re- 
straints and  sup[)orts  for  him,  and  a  world,  changed  and 
cursed,  for  his  residence  in  which  his  life  could  be  reg- 
ulated by  physical  laws,  and  his  crimes  punished  according 
to  the  penal  as  well  as  the  moral  code. 

Life  is  a  manifestation  of  vital  action,  varying  as  to  the 
matter,  or  group  of  matter,  and  to  the  law  of  the  life  im- 
pressed on  the  kind  by  the  ('reator.  Since  matter  is  inde- 
structible, death  is  only  a  change,  a  separation  of  parts,  a 
cessation  of  the  vital  action  in  one  direction.  In  man  it 
may  be  either  a  change  in  some  of  his  material  [)arts,  ma- 
king a  partial  death,  or  in  all  of  them;  or  a  separation  of 
his  spirit  from  his  body,  or  an  estrangement  of  his  spirit 
from  the  Spirit  of  his  God,  who  is  a  Spirit.  In  all  of  these 
cases,  the  whole  man  suffers  a  corresponding  change,  his 
material  body  taking  on  new  forms  and  functions,  or  falling 
into  deca}',  to  again  enter  into  combinations,  fit  for  other 
uses  and  places.  Matter  making  her  eternal  rounds,  and 
the  sj)irit  returning  to  its  God  who  gave  it.  tliis  great  change, 
or  deatli,  was  in  tlie  da}'  that  he  violated  the  law,  with  results 
and  effects  that  have  been  accumulating  every  day  since,  as 
time  has  worn  on. 

By  the  curse  he  was  not  only  changed,  but  became  liable 
to  disorders,  which  have  come  from  time  to  time,  depending 
upon  the  state  of  his  civilization,  his  exposure,  surroundings, 
and  hal)its,  so  that  at  bed  he  «  Otihj  n  j)<if]iof(/(/icfil  ."^jHciinen. 

It  might  have  been   that   he  had   not  disolx'yed,  that  he 
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had  not  eaten  the  forbidden  fruit,  for  in  this  matter  he  wad 
left  free.  Wluit  wouki  have  been  his  condition  ?  AVe  are 
not  informed.  It  does  not  yet  a})pear.  Yet  enough  is  said  of 
him  in  his  natural  condition,  his  first  and  highest  estate, 
and  in  his  fallen  condition,  to  give  us  grounds  for  conjec- 
ture. We  think  we  get  some  idea  of  it  froin  what  God  re- 
quires of  him  in  his  present  state,  and  the  standard  of  ac- 
tion he  gave  him  after  his  fall  to  regulate  his  life  and  con- 
duct, from  the  law  and  gospel  contained  in  God's  lioly  word, 
and  epitomized  by  Christ  himself,  when  on  the  earth.  It 
reads  thus  :  "  A  new  commandment  I  give  unto  you,  that 
ye  love  one  another ;  as  I  have  loved  you,  that  ye  also  love 
one  another." 

From  the  sacred  record  it  appears  that  after  his  fall  he 
might  have  eaten  of  the  tree  of  life  and  lived  forever.  The 
Lord  God  said,  "  Behold,  the  man  is  become  as  one  of  us, 
to  know  good  and  evil ;  and  now,  lest  he  put  forth  his  hand 
■and  take  also  of  the  tree  of  life,  and  eat,  and  live  forever, 
therefore,  the  Lord  God  sent  him  forth  from  the  garden  of 
Eden,  and  he  placed  at  the  east  of  the  garden  of  Eden 
Cherubim,  and  a  flaming  sword  which  turned  every  way, 
to  keep  the  way  of  the  tree  of  life."  Had  man  not  violated 
the  law  he  would  not  have  been  cursed  with  death,  nor  the 
world  for  his  sake,  but  have  lived  on  to  the  full  development 
of  all  his  parts,  and  may  be,  to  a  knowledge  of  good  and 
evil  and  to  life  eternal. 

In  this  connection  you  will  pardon  me  for  quoting  from 
the  Inaugural  Address,  delivered  by  Dr.  William  Stokes, 
at  a  late  annual  meeting  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy.  He 
says  :  "  The  conservation  ^of  energy,  d'rective  though  not 
creative,  in  the  living  organized  structure  and  the  chemical 
affinities  in  that  which  is  unorganized,  show  it  might  be 
held  that  a  lower  mode  of  life  pervades  every  existing  be- 
ing ;  but  we  believe  tiiat  in  God's  own  time,  that  higher  life 
wdiich  shows  itself  in  progressive  organization,  and  is  term- 
inable, will  have  a  different  existence,  at  least,  as  regards 


VALEDICTORY  ADDRESS.  q'}' 


the  human  being — one  freed  from  material  association,  freed 
from  physical  influences,  and  from  moral  shortcomings.  It 
is  believed  by  thoughtful  men  that  matter  is  indestructible. 
May  we  not  find  that  as  it  has,  in  time,  subserved  the  phj-s- 
ical,  so  in  eternity  it  will,  when  spiritualized,  subserve  the 
moral  law  and  thus  an  undj-ing  result  will  be  evolved.  It 
has  been  written  tliat  we  '  see  as  through  a  glass  darkly  ;' 
but  are  there  not  grounds  for  the  belief  that  such  will  not 
forever  be  the  case.  May  we  not  believe  that  any  discovery 
in  development,  in  structure,  in  chemical  composition,  and 
in  electrical  and  optical  character,  will  be,  when  related  to 
the  propert}^  of  life,  a  fuller  ray  of  the  burning  lustre,  by 
which  we  approach  the  footstool  of  that  throne  where  we 
shall  be  permitted  nearer  and  nearer  to  contemplate  the 
power  and  the  ineffable  light  of  Him  from  whom  comes  all 
life." 

The  forbidden  fruit  appears  to  the  Doctor  to  have  been 
some  poison.  The  part  of  Adam  on  whieh  this  poison 
seems  to  have  taken  effect  was  the  nerve  centres  which 
take  cognizance  o^  God  and  spiritual  matters.  May  be  it 
was  on  some  part  of  the  great  symjiathetic  nervous  system, 
of  which  we  know  so  little,  even  in  our  time,  the  workings 
of  which  arc  so  strange,  and  the  plienomena  of  which  are 
so  unaccountal:)le  by  any  laws  known  to  us.  May  be  under 
its  ruins  ani  broken  down  parts,  if  science  should  ever 
happily  clear  them  away,  may  be  found  records  which  shall 
be  legible  under  the  combined  lights  of  seience  and  reve- 
lation. The  mental  or  reasoning  faculties  seem  to  have  un-, 
derirone  no  clian^e  in  the  fall.  There  are  substances  which 
enter  into  the  .system,  impress  the  parts  of  their  selection  or 
parts  for  which  it  has  affinit}^  sets  up  action,  and  we  have  a 
change  or  disease,  which  at  the  end  of  its  periods  pas.ses 
away,  leaving  the  system  so  impressed  or  changed  that  there 
is  nothing  in  the  sj'stem  with  which  this  element  can  again 
enter  and  combine  so  as  to  set  u})  a  fresh  morbid  action. 
This  is  strikingly  illustrated   by  all   of  the  contagious  dis- 
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eases.  Here  there  has  been  a  physical  change  and  perma- 
nent, and  in  some  cases,  of  a  nature,  that  all  his  seed  after 
that  time  drinks  bitter  water. 

Was  there  no  balm,  no  ph3'sician  tliere?  No,  none  earthl}-. 
He  had  eaten  the  fruit,  he  had  taken  the  poison,  and  it  had 
entered  in,  and  the  effect  was  inevitable.  "  No  atom,"  I 
quote  fr.  m  a  note  taken  from  Babbagein  his  Ninth  Bridge- 
water  Treatise,  by  C.  P.  Marsh, in  his  work  on  Nature,  "can 
Ije  disturbed  in  place,  or  undergo  any  cliange  of  temperature, 
or  electrical  state,  or  other  material  condition,  without  affec- 
ting, by  attraction  or  repulsion,  or  other  communications, 
the  surrounding  atoms.  These,  again,  by  the  same  law, 
transmit  the  influence  to  other  atoms,  and  the  influence 
thus  given  extends  through  the  whole  material  universe. 
Though  action  and  reaction  are  equal,  yet  reaction  does  not 
restore  disturbed  atoms  to  their  former  place  and  condition, 
and  consequently,  the  effects  of  the  last  material  change  are 
never  cancelled,  but  in  some  way  perpetuated,  so  that  no 
action  can  take  place  in  physical,  moral  or  intellectual  na- 
ture, without  leaving  all  matter  in  a  aifferent  state  from 
what  it  would  have  been  if  such  action  had  not  occurred. 
Hence,  there  exists,  not  alone  in  the  human  conscience,  or  in 
the  omniscience  of  the  Creator,  but  in  external  material 
nature,  an  ineffaceable,  imperishable  record,  possibly  legible 
even  to  created  intelligences,  of  every  act  done,  every  word 
uttered,  na}',  of  every  wish  and  purpose  and  thought  con- 
ceived by  mortal  man,  from  the  birth  of  our  first  parents  to 
tlie  final  extinction  of  our  race.  So  that  the  physical  traces 
of  our  most  secret  sins  shall  last  until  time  shall  be  merged 
into  eternity." 

The  experience  of  man  and  the  Scriptures  teach  tliat  we 
liave  faculties  which  relate  to  other  things  than  the  world 
of  sense,  or  ideas  of  our  own  minds  ;  that  there  is  in  us 
something  which  takes  evidence  of  things  not  seen,  and  that 
lises  to  higher  themes  than  mere  intellectuality  ;  that  in 
some  way  we  hold  communion  with  God,  our  maker  and 
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preserver.  This  couimujiion  of  luan  and  God  must  be 
through  some  medium  in  man,  a  nerve,  or  nerve  eentre,  by 
whicli  only  man  knows  and  feels,  on  which  God  makes 
his  impressions  as  it  may  please  Him.  These  spiritual  im- 
jiressions  made  on  man  by  God,  give  the  same  sensation, 
and  lind  this  same  expression  on  all  the  race,  the  same  on 
the  most  cultivated  and  highest  order  of  minds  in  all  ages 
and  countries,  as  on  the  most  rude  and  humble.  They  all 
know  alike  that  it  is  God.  They  know  it  because  they  feel  it. 
It  is  the  wisdom  of  the  heart,  and  they  are  as  conscious  of  it 
as  of  any  impression  made  on  any  one  of  the  five  senses. 
These  faculties,  which  are  the  highest  of  the  spirit,  are  called 
the  spiritual  faculties.  We  cannot  locate  the  moral  or  spir- 
itual sense,  or  the  faculty  by  which  we  take  cognizance  of 
spiritual  experience.  Without  this  hypothesis,  many  men- 
tal and  moral  plienoniena  we  see  every  day  cannot  be  ex- 
plained. And  we  think  they  have  been  recognized  by  the 
greatest  men  in  all  ages,  who  were  capable  of  judging  of 
them,  from  Moses,  the  great  lawgiver  and  historian,  to  Paul 
the  profound  thinker  of  the  sacred  writers,  and  by  such  men 
as  Galileo,  Newton,  Milton  and  Young  of  the  profane.  In 
man's  first  and  natural  state,  we  think  these  senses  and 
faculties  were  free  and  unimpaired.  He  walked  with  God 
and  talked  with  Him  face  to  face  without  a  veil,  which  has 
not  been  permitted  him  since  the  fal). 

How  life,  in  certain  forms,  has  appeared  and  disappeared 
at  different  periods  of  the  world's  history,  or  has  been 
changed  or  modified,  we  do  not  propose  to  discuss.  There 
are  many  races  which  have  lived  on  the  earth  that  are  now- 
only  known  to  us  as  fossils.  While  races  have  decreased, 
the  individual  has  iu'-reased,  and  man  more  than  thou  all, 
dominating  and  making  their  life  as  to  his;  and  such  as 
have  not  been  subservient  to  ids  civilization,  }»rogress  and 
requirements,  have  disappeared  at  his  coming,  while  those 
wliich  could  be  made  of  use  to  liim  have  lived  and  increased. 
Even  the  lower  races  of  men  go  down  at  the  ai)proach  and 
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■contact  of  the  liighf^r  types  in  his  progress  to  a  still  higher 
life.  Thej  must  needs  rise  with  him  or  die.  There  was  a 
time  when  there  was  no  life  on  this  earth.  Since  its  coming, 
it  has  undergone  great  changes.  In  the  earlier  periods,  it 
was  manifested  in  the  lower  forms  of  animals  and  vegetables; 
in  subsequent  ages,  in  animals  and  trees  of  gigantic  pro- 
portions, wdiich  gave  place  to  those  more  available  to  our 
later  civilization  and  wants. 

Length  of  life  is  not  always  an  accident,  or  the  measure 
of  it  a  chance.  But  few  men  die  a  natural  death,  of  old 
age,  but  from  causes  incident  to  the  artificial  life  they  make 
to  themselves,  and  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  health.  Life 
considered  in  its  physical  aspect,  and  as  connected  witli 
things  of  time,  is  a  certain  motion  of  matter  directed  and 
controlled  by  the  law  of  the  life  of  each  being  and  class  of 
beings,  always  growing  and  increasing,  or  else  decreasing 
and  decaying,  and  will  run  through  all  its  periods  and 
phases  until  it  expend  all  its  forces  and  end  by  its  own  law 
of  limitation  impressed  on  it,  in  the  beginning,  by  the  Cre- 
ator if  left  alone  unmolested.  Its  periods  too  are  tolerably 
well  defined,  and  the  parts  of  each  being  bears  a  marked 
proportion  to  the  other  parts,  and  to  the  whole  body.  There 
is  a  i)roportionate  relation  between  man  and  the  animals 
around  him.  Man  is  a  ])roblem  always  subservient  to  the 
laws  of  number  and  proportion. 

It  was  held  by  Mr.  Buffon,  and  later  by  Mr.  Fleurexs 
that  the  European,  the  Negro,  the  American,  the  Chinaman, 
the  savage,  the  rich,  the  poor,  the  man  of  the  country  and 
the  man  of  the  city,  everywhere  and  in  all  races  of  men, 
there  is  about  the  same  measure  of  life,  the  same  time  of 
growth,  and  decline,  and  of  gestation,  wliatever  the  climate 
or  habits.  And,  that  as  to  the  time  of  growth,  so  is  the 
length  of  life,  and,  as  to  the  time  of  gestation,  so  is  that  of 
growth,  and  the  [)eriod  of  gestation  depends  much  on  the 
size  of  the  animal  ;  and  that  every  animal  lives  six  or  seven 
times  longer  than  he  srows.  For  the  time  of  crowth.  thease 
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of  puberty,  be  puts  at  fourteen  years.  Mr.  Fleukens  puts  tbe 
age  of  puberty  at  twenty  and  tbe  lengtb  of  life  four  or  five 
times  bis  age  at  })uberty. 

If  we  examine  tbe  geneaological  t.vblesof  tlie  book  of  tbe 
geneations  of  Adam,  we  see  tliat  Adam's  age  was  1)30  years. 
Furtlier  investigation  shows  us  that  tlie  average  lengtb  of 
tbe  primitive  life  before  tbe  flood  was92G  years,  wliicb  after 
tbe  flood  rapidly  fell  to  threescore  and  ten.  And  tba(  tbe 
age  of  sixty-five  is  the  earliest  period  at  which  a  man  is  re- 
corded to  have  become  a  father,  Mahalaleel,  a  great-great- 
grandson  of  Adam.  If  we  take  sixty-four  3'ears  as  the  age 
of  bis  puberty  v*'e  have  data  from  which  to  calculate  as  to 
tlje  probable  age  and  size  of  men  in  the  earliest  times  by 
tbe  rules  of  our  most  modern  scientists. 

Multiply  Mabalaleel's  age  at  pubert}',  which  we  take  to 
be  sixty-four,  by  six  and  seven.  In  the  one  case  it  is  three 
liundred  and  eight-four,  and  the  otlier  four  hundred  and 
forty-eight.  By  this  calculation  the  age  of  Adams'  great- 
great-grandson  was  380  or  448  years,  which  we  take  to  be 
about  the  average  age  of  liis  time,  and  about  the  same  as 
that  of  Adam.  We  make  this  calculation  on  Mr.  Buffon'^ 
law.  Dr.  Drai'ER  gives  us  a  law  as  to  tbe  relation  of  weight 
and  height.  He  says  :  "From  birth  to  puberty  the  mode  of 
life  is  essentially  vegetative,  all  the  instincts  having  relation 
to  the  individual  and  corporeal  development.  If  a  man  in- 
crease equally  in  all  his  dimeiisions  the  weight  would  be  as 
the  cube  of  the  height ;  but  since  this  is  not  so,  the  devel- 
o])ment  taking  |)lace  unecjually,  tbe  i)roportion  is  not  ob- 
served, and  it  is  found  that  from  the  end  of  the  first  3''ear  to 
puberty  the  weights  are  as  the  sc[uares  of  tbe  beiglits."  So 
tliat  if  the  age  of  puberty  in  Adams'  day  was  G4  and  in 
ours  16,  they  grew  four  times  longer,  and  should  be  four 
times  larger  than  we  are,  or  twice  as  high  and  twice  as 
broad.  Or,  if  Ave  take  five  feet  eight  inches  as  the  standard 
of  height  in  our  day,  the  .square  of  that,  eleven  feet  four 
inches,  should  have  been   the  general   average  in  primeval 
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times.  Mr.  Buffon  accepts  the  ages  of  the  primitive  men 
as  given  by  Moses  as  true  and  explains  it  b}^  the  hypothe- 
sis, that  before  the  flood  the  earth  was  less  solid  and  com- 
pact than  it  is  in  our  day.  Since  gravity  had  been  opera- 
ting but  a  short  time,  and  consequently  all  its  production 
had  less  consistency,  and  the  body  of  men  more  particularly 
so,  being  pliable  and  susceptible  to  extension,  could  grow  to 
a  larger  size  and  to  a  longer  period  of  time.  Moses  makes 
mention  that  in  his  day  the  last  of  the  race  of  giants,  King 
of  Bashan,  was  killed,  whose  bedstead  measured  thirteen 
and  a  half  feet  in  length  and  six  feet  in  width.  If  the 
primitive  races  of  men  bore  the  same  relation  to  the  least  as 
they  do  in  our  day  they  must  have  been  at  least  double  our 
size.  In  every  part  of  the  globe,  legends  of  a  primitive  race 
of  giants  have  been  found  existing  as  common  as  that  of 
the  flood.  So  tliat  whether  we  accept  the  legitimate  deduc- 
tions from  the  Word  of  Clod,  or  make  comparison  with  the 
least  of  the  earth,  or  follow  the  traditions  of  men,  or  be 
guided  by  the  measurement  of  Og's  bedstead,  or  yield  to 
the  conclusions  of  the  scientist,  the  conviction  must  be  the 
same,  that  the  priiijitive  men  were  at  least  twice  our  height 
and  size.  The  Word,  scientific  investigation,  the  observa- 
tion and  traditions  of  men,  all  agree  that  a  great  change  has 
come  over  the  world  and  man  since  the  beginning.  The 
skeptic  attributes  the  change  tu  the  natural  working  of  mat- 
ter, the  spiritualist  attributes  it  to  the  violation  of  the  law 
by  our  first  parents,  and  the  curse  pronounced  on  man  and 
the  world  for  his  sake. 

AVitli  such  views  as  we  have  intimated,  that  there  is  in 
man  a  moral  sense,  spiritual  faculties,  which  maybe  before 
the  fall  were  active  and  healthy,  but  whicli  in  the  fall  were 
broken  and  effaced  and  disabled,  we  are  ready  to  admit  a 
moral  insanity,  a  derangement  or  disease  of  the  moral  senses 
and  spiritual  faculties,  as  we  do  so  readily  of  the  mental. 
And  how  in  man's  varying  condition,  and  the  physical 
changes  constantly  going  on  around   him,  the   diseases  to 
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which  he  is  liable  may  change,  or  be  modified,  and  even  nevv 
ones  appear  and  others  disappear  from  time  to  time  ;  and 
how  the  best  man  is  tlic  healtliiest  and  happiest  man,  and 
preserved  by  his  integrity  and  nprightness,  may  so  far  regain 
his  original  state,  and  attain  to  such  a  degree  of  perfection 
that  when  he  passes  away  from  the  earth,  if  go  he  does  and 
is  not,  his  material  body  shall  not  Pee  corruption,  as  was  the 
case  with  Enoch  and  Ehjah,  and  which  may  liave  been  the 
case  with  Adam  had  he  not  disobeyed.  And  how  the  wicked 
shall  not  always  inherit  the  earth,  but  when  the  warfare  is 
accomplished,  the  crooked  made  straight,  the  rough  places 
made  plain,  and  the  iniquities  of  men  are  purged  away,  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  shall  be  revealed,  and  all  men  shall  see  it 
together,  and  those  who  have  waited  upon  Him  shall  renew 
their  strength;  the}^  shall  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles; 
they  shall  run  and  not  be  weary;  they  shall  walk  and  not 
faint. 


[B.] 
ANNUAL  ADDRESS. 


/ 

BY    R.    .J.    HICKS,    M.    D.,    WILLI AMSBORO',    N.    C. 


Mr.  President ,  and  Gentlemen  of  the 

North    Carolina  Medical  Society : 

I  must  thank  you  for  the  honor  of  selecting  me  to  enter- 
tain you  on  the  present  occasion.  And  I  ask  your  indul- 
gence for  a  short  time  while  I  occup}^  your  attention  with  a 
few  not  very  well  digested  remarks — touching  some  practi- 
cal points  in  medicine — confining  myself  to  no  special 
period.     Rather  than  occupy  your  time  with   the  glories 
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and  triumphs  of  our  profession,  vvhicli  lias  been  the  theme 
of  so  many  occasions  like  the  present,  I  prefer  to  say  some- 
thing regarding  its  errors  and  absurdities.  Just  as  it  is  wise 
to  learn  from  an  enemy — ab  hosti  doceri — so  we  should  open 
our  eyes  to  the  vulnerable  side  of  this  interesting  subject. 
It  is  equally  as  instructive  to  trace  the  causes  of  failure  as 
it  is  to  examine  into  those  that  assure  success. 

No  subject  engaged  the  attention  of  mankind  earlier  than 
that  of  medicine.  Nor  can  it  be  a  subject  of  less  absorbing 
interest  in  the  future  than  it  has  Ijcen  in  the  past.  For  we 
can  look  forward  to  no  period  where  mankind  shall  be  ex- 
empt from  disease,  since  the  sources  of  disease  exist  every- 
where. The  indispensable  air  we  breathe  is  filled  with 
noxious  matters ;  the  food  we  eat  with  morbific  products; 
the  very  germ  from  w^hich  we  are  developed  brings  with  it, 
by  inheritance,  natural  tendencies  to  disease  and  to  deca3\ 
It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  great  importance  was  at- 
tached to  the  early  physician,  who  was  sup[)Osed  to  success- 
fully combat  this  all  pervading  evil,  that  he  should  have 
been  clothed  with  supernatural  powers  and  placed  among 
the  deities,  when  he  disappeared  from  the  earth.  Nor  are 
we  surprised  to  hear  the  father  of  Epic  poetry,  a  little  later, 
singing, 

"  The  wise  physician,  skilled  our  wounds  to  heal, 
Is  worth  more  than  armies,  to  the  puliiic  Aveal." 

For  these  reasons  medicine  has  commanded  the  best  talents 
in  all  ages  of  the  world.  But  notwithstanding,  at  every 
period,  it  has  bad  to  deplore  many  errors  and  much  absurd- 
ity, and  has  experienced  many  vicissitudes  of  honor  and 
dishonor.  At  one  time  we  find  it  associated  with  the  priest- 
hood; at  another,  degraded  into  an  association  with  barbers. 
We  find  the  priest  in  his  medical  capacity  resorting  to 
charms,  omens  and  appeals  to  the  Gods  to  cure  disease  ;  we 
find  the  barber,  in  his  capacity  as  surgeon,  suinmarily  dis- 
posing of  limbs  with  mallet  and  chisel.      A  little  later  the 
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pliysician  of  education  and  elegant  culture  gravely  pre- 
scribes tlie  precious  stones,  such  as  emerald  and  pearl  and 
others  for  various  maladies.  Less  than  two  liundred  years 
ago  medical  men  gave  the  minutest  directions  for  the  prep- 
aration of  soups,  and  e.^sences  fronj  puppies,  from  vipers,  to 
which  s})ecial  healing  qualities  were  attrilmted.  Doubtless 
many  poor  starving  patients  were  kept  alive  and  found 
liealing  qualities  in  these  disgusting  articles  from  the  nutri- 
ment tliey  atiorded,  and  wliich,  otherwise,  would  have  been 
dcnieil  them.  It  is  probable  that  the  profession  of  this 
period  is  responsible  for  man}'  vulgar  prejudices  current 
amongst  the  people  of  the  present  day.  Among  some  of 
my  less  informed  neighbors  the  oil  obtained  from  boiling 
grub-worms  ranks  as  a  specific  in  Rheumatism.  The  same 
article  occupies  no  humble  position  in  the  pharmacopoeia  of 
the  period  just  alluded  to. 

Such  was  medici^^e  when  Ambrose  Pare  observed  that 
liis  patients  did  not  suffer  from  the  exhaustion  of  his  boil- 
ing oil  whicli  he  was  pouring  into  their  wounds  to  check 
the  hemorrbage  and  make  them  take  on  the  healing  pro- 
cess. Ho  now  reflected  that  nature  had  some  resources  as 
well  as  art.  About  this  time  Harvey  also  discovered  the 
circulation  of  the  blood,  and  Jenner  ga^e  the  world  the 
l>enefit  of  his  immortal  discovery.  The  human  body  was 
examined,  and  a  new  era  dawned  upon  medicine.  Syden- 
ham, Btjerhaave,  Cullen,  and  a  liost  of  others  rapidly  appeared 
upon  the  stage,  and  an  interest  and  excitement  pervaded 
the  profession,  not  unlike  that  which  philosophy  now  and 
then  has  awakened  in  the  intellectual  world.  Rival  theories 
prevailed,  and  diligent  search  was  made  lor  the  riiaterici< 
morhi — the  essence  of  disease.  Sydenham  thought  he  had 
found  it  in  njany  of  his  notions,  Cullen  in  his  cutaneous 
spasm.  Brown  in  excitability  dispersed  throughout  the  sys- 
tem, and  Broussais  in  gastro  enteric  inflammation  ;  others 
in  chemical  theories,  in  vital  theories,  theories  of  excess  of 
phlegm,  excess  of  bile,  excess  of  i>hlogiston  fire.  It  is  true, 
o 
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beyond  doubt,  that  this  medical  ■activity  conferred  upon 
inanliind  an  intalenlable  amount  of  good  in  discovering 
better  laws  of  hygiene  and  means  of  preventing  disease.  But 
it  is  much  to  be  doubted  Avhether  niankind  was  at  all  bene- 
fitted by  the  change  of  treatment.  For  virtually  all  theories 
and  speculations  led  but  to  one  point,  namely,  depletion. 
Disease  was  regarded  from  every  point  as  an  entity,  an  ene- 
'my  tliat  had  somehow  entered  the  castle  and  meant  death, 
and  must  tliereforebe  drive]i  out  at  all  hazards.  Let  us  not 
wonder  then  that  no  half  way  measures  were  used  or 
thought  neccssar}'.  Regular  seige  was  laid  to  him  ;  his 
sources  of  suppl}'  were  cut  ofll'.  Blcod  letting,  antimony, 
mercury  and  starvation  were  the  favorite  and  universally 
•applied  remedies.  The  enemy  was  frequently  overcome, 
but  often  the  castle  went  down  with  him.  This  piactice  wae 
tlie  legitiniate  fruit  of  the  prevailing  medical  views.  Not- 
withstanding the  great  mortality  in  violent  diseases,  it  is 
striking  to  notice  not  only  the  blind  faith  of  the  medical 
lights  of  this  period,  but  also  their  unanimity  as  to  treat- 
ment. Take  up  Broussais,  Brown,  Gregory,  Cullen,  and 
others,  and  the  first  remedy  that  meets  your  eye  is,  bleed — 
bleed.  It  was  recommended  in  Scarlatina,  Typhus,  Contin- 
ued Fever,  Measles,  Small  Pox,  and  nearly  all  others.  To 
judge  from  the  very  sanguinary  practice  of  three-fourths  of 
a  century  ago,  one  might  not  improperly  conclude  that  the 
sick  man  did  not  need  blood,  and  that  wherein  the  sickness 
failed  in  bringing  about  a  state  of  utter  wretchedness,  the 
medicines  should  be  made  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  In 
principle  does  the  practice  not  resemble  that  jocularly  re- 
commended by  a  Fjechman  belonging  to  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill's 
staff,  in  our  civil  war,  with  regard  to  the  sick  soldier,  whicli 
was,  "Take  liim,  tie  him  to  the  caison  wheel,  whip  him 
good  and  he  will  get  sick  no  more."  It  seemed  like  punish- 
ing one  for  the  dispensations  of  Providence. 

During  the  revolutionary  war  I  doubt  not  that  the  fol- 
lowers of  Dr.  Rush  spilled  more  blood,  if  they  did  not  de- 
:stroy  more  men,  than  the  British  soldiery. 
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Nor  was  this  practice  of  short  duration  ;  nor  is  it  a  thing 
•entirely  of  the  past.  I  was  taught  so  late  as  1856,  that  the 
•lancet  was  in'dispensable  in  fevers  and  inflammations  ;  that 
aiext  to  this  in  importance  stood  antimony,  and  that 
Avhen  these  failed,  oiir  hope^,  so  far  as  medical  remedies  were 
concerned,  must  be  put  in  the  powcrf idly  alt-erative  and  anti- 
phlogistic  influence  of  mercury,  pushed  to  salivation.  Sali- 
vation was  recommended  as  a  last  resort  in  all  diseases,  with 
•a  few  exceptions.  When  a  medical  student,  I  recollect  to 
'have  seen  a  classmate,  l)y  the  direction  of  the  Professor  of 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  for  a  case  of  mumps,  bled 
\about  a  pound  from  the  arm,  leacljed  by  the  dozen,  and 
then  severely  purged.  He  was  a  strong  plethoric  man.  It 
•is  needless  for  me  to  add,  that  after  this  treatment,  he  was 
a  very  palid  and  weak  man,  and  that  it  required  six  weeks 
for  him  to  recover  his  strength  and  lost  blood.  The  same 
young  man  after"\vards  lost  his  life  in  tyj)hoid  fever  from  a 
copious  blood-letting  prescribed  by  himself.  He  died  in 
■the  full  faith  of  his  instructors. 

It  is  no  easy  matter  to  leave  the  beaten  road  and  strike 
out  for  one's  self.  It  is  a  ver}-  difficult  thing  to  shake  from 
\is  the  shackles  of  authority,  and  do  those  things  Mhich  are 
not  popular.  But  this  is  not  the  spirit  of  science.  Science 
accepts  no  man's  ipse  dixit ;  it  allows  no  name,  however 
illustrious,  to  clog  the  wheels  of  progress  or  to  perpetuate  an 
•error.  It  tries  all  systems  by  a  stern  reference  to  facts  and 
figures,  and  if  th^y  cannot  stand  the  test,  they  are  sought 
to  be  unceremonioiisly  set  aside.  This  is  the  spirit  that 
should  ever  prevail  in  medicine.  Medicine  demands  at  the 
hands  of  its  votaiies,  a  judicious  observation  of  facts  and 
carefully  conducted  experiments,  such  as  characterize  those 
of  the  chemist.  It  demands  not  only  a  scientific  knoAvledire 
of  the  effects  and  capabilities  of  the  remedies  we  use,  but 
also  a  knowledge  of  the  natural  tendencies  of  the  diseases 
we  combat.  Had  the  medical  profession  properlj'  apprecia- 
ted this  duty  sooner,  it  might  have  escaped   mucli  disap- 
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pointment  and  have  been  saved  the  mortiftcatioii  of  having; 
to  confess  itself  dependent  upon  Thomson,  Preisnitts,  Hahn- 
eman,  and  I  might  very  properly  add  Perkins,  of  Tractor 
fame,  for  a  knowledge  of  the  natural  history  of  disease,  its- 
inarch  and  its  behavior,  when  left  to  itself^  as  well  as  for 
the  reaction  against  the  fierce  blood-letting  and  polyphar- 
macy of  the  past.  How  was  it  possible,  amid  the  tnmultu- 
(>us  administration  of  a  multitude  of  articles,  to  distinguish 
between  their  effects  and  those  of  the  diseases  for  which  tliey 
were  prescribed  ? 

To  patient  research  and  careful  ol^servation  medicine  owes- 
the  solid  foundation  upon  which  it  now  stands.  If  not  a- 
science,  its  superstructure  rests  upon  the  sciences.  It  is  the- 
>  combined  result  of  tlie  seientific  facts  of  physiology,  anato- 
my and  pathology — the  sciences  of  the  human  body,  in 
f.ealth  and  in  disease — and  of  botan}^  and  chemistry,  which 
supply  us  with  our  remedial  agents.  While  it  may  fal^ 
behind  the  idea  of  a  perfect  science,  in  that  its  knowledge 
lacks  organization,  it  passes  beyond  science  in  that  it  re- 
ceives and  recognizes  many  facts  incapable  of  scientific  ex- 
]ilanation.  We  may  not  understand  the  nature  of  Malaria, 
l)Ut  we  know  of  its  existence  and  of  its  effects.  Lord  Bacon^ 
has  said,  there  is  a  point  in  our  investigations  at  which 
nature  becomes  dumb,  and  no  longer  answers  our  cpiestions. 
This  remark  applies  as  well  to  the  physicist  as  to  the  ph}'- 
sician.  The  knowledge  we  possess  is  none  the  less  true,  for 
the  want  of  that  which  we  i)Ossess  not. 

If  our  noble  jirofession  be  but  an'art  only,  tlie  different 
sciences  are  its  handmaids,  and  are  made  to  supply  it  with 
its  methods  of  study  and  aids  to  its  progress.  Scientific 
knowdedge  has  given  us  sucli  valuable  remedies  as  the 
Hydrate  of  Chloral,  Bromide  of  Potash,  and  Ether  and 
Chloroform,  priceless  blessings— second  in  importance  to 
vaccination  only — which  aboli^sh  pain  and  make  tolerable 
the  horrors  of  the  battlefield.  To  science  are  we  indebted 
for  the  Atomizers,  Aspirateurs,  Eccraseurs,  Galvanometers, 
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■Speculums,  and  hundreds  of  other  essential  instruments. 
It  has  taught  us  tlie  uses  of  the  microscope,  which  enabled 
Conheini  to  watch  the  migration  of  the  white  corpuscles, 
revealed  many  of  the  mysteries  of  the  ca})illary  circulation, 
settled  many  obscure  points  connected  Avith  diseased  growths 
iiud  many  important  facts  connected  with  inflammation  and 
its  treatment.  Thus,  if  congestion,  the  preliminary  stage  of 
inflammation,  be  due  to  dilatation  o^  the  capillaries,  and  if 
this  dilatation  be  due  to  the  want  of  tone  in  their  coats  and 
■connective  tissue,  and  if  the  escape  of  some  of  the  constitu- 
ents be  due  to  this  atonic  condition,  a  very  different  line  of 
treatment  must  -mark  our  conduct  from  that  which  would 
be  proper  in  a  state  of  intense  <activity  and  energy. 

A  local  escape  of  blood  might  furnish  a  mechanical  relief, 
but  a  general  depletion  would  -increase  the  general  atony. 
This  explains  how  the  sledge  hammer  blows  formerly 
struck  at  inflammation,  failing  to  cure  the  local  mischief, 
prolonged  the  convalescence  by  giving  the  i)atient  an  addi- 
tional disease  to  contend  with,  a  general  anaemia. 

If  the  glands  of  Peyer,  by  their  enlargement  and  diseased 
condition,  early  in  typhoid  fever,  produce  a  condition  of 
partial  inanition,  b}'  obstructing  the  absorption  of  food,  we 
juust  be  careful  on  the  on^  hand  how  we  starve  our  patients, 
-and  on  the  otlier  how  we  impose  upon  the  digestive  organs 
food  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  absorbents — the  excess  of 
which  must  undergo  acetous  fermentation,  irritate  the 
bowels  and  produce  diarrhcea.  We  must  also  be  careful 
how  we  ascribe  certain  cerebral  symptoms,  dependent  on 
•other  causes,  to  retention  in  the  blood  of  ingredients,  absent 
in  the  excretions,  because  the  materials  out  of  which  they 
-are  formed  liave  .not  l)een  absorbed. 

Science  not  only  enlightens  our  {)athology  and  corrects 
our  practice,  but  it  perfects  our  diagnosis.  It  teaches  us  the 
significance  of  the  morbid  changes  wrought  in  the  heart 
.and  lungs  by  disease ;  it  enables  us  to  look  into  the  secret 
chambers  of  the  eve;  to  examine  into  the  regions  round 
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al)0UL  the  organs  of  speech,  and  measure  mathematically 
the  changes  resulting  from  fevers  and  inflammations.  It 
is  science  that  has  furnished  us  the  positive  knowle<:lge  that 
in  high  fevers  a  waste  of  tissue  is  going  on  in  the  system,. 
equal  to  that  which  accompanies  the  most  powerful  bodily 
exertion.  The  danger  is,  therefore,  from  exhaustion.  How- 
opposed,  therefore,  in  sux^h  cases  must  the  practice  of  deple- 
tion be,  not  to  science  only,. but  to  common  sense  also?  It 
is  like  hanging  additional  weights  to  one  who  has  to  climb 
an  unknown  height.  It  is  rational,  as  his  present  energies- 
are  being  rapidly  expended,  not  to  take  awa}'  but  to  add  to 
the  materials  out  of  which  force  is  to  be  elaborated.  It  is; 
therefore,  scientific  to  feed  and  support  fever  patients  accord- 
ing to  the  capacity  of  their  digestive  organs^^and  not  to^ 
starve  them.  Whatever  of  success  Homeopathy  has  achieved 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  doing  nothing,  or  letting  nature  alone- 
in  disease,  is  better,  far  better  than,  the  absurd  practice  of 
giving  him  additional  burdens  to  carry  in  thfi  form  of; 
drugs.  For  one  who  has  a  strong  fever  to  wrestle  with,  it 
is  better  to  administer  the  decillioneth  of  a  grain  of  opium. 
or  other  medicine,  than  to  abstract  a  pound  or  two  of  his 
blood. 

These  remarks  apply  also  to  inflammations,  wlien  of  suffi- 
cient extent  to  produce  fever  ;  and  when  resulting  in  a 
lesion  not  onh'  must  the  w:asted.  energies  be  re-supplied,  but. 
plastic  material  becomes  necessary  to  heal  the  local  branch.. 
Food,  the  substance  out  of  which  the  human  body  is  elabo- 
rated and  developed,  is  as  necessary  to  heal  its  injuries,  as  a. 
patch  is  to  the  rent  or- worn  garment 

At  a  period,  by  no  means  remote,  medical  men  thought 
nature  unequal  to  the  task  of  effecting  the  simplest  pro- 
cessesof  restoration.  They  even  had  great  faith  in  the  ap- 
plication of  the  so-called  healing  salves  to  external  wounds*. 
The  vulgar  have  not  lost  that  faith  yet.  But  careful  obser- 
vation has  taught  us  that  a  state  of  rest,  alleviation  from;. 
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pain,  removal  of  offending  matters,  and  a  supply  of  nour- 
ishment, are  the  proper  remedies. 

The  same  principles  should  guide  us  in  intern-il  as  well 
as  external  injuries.  Yet  such  is  not  the  case  frefiuenth\ 
How  often  do  we  see  an  host  of  so-called  antiphlogestic 
remedies  administered  for  an  inflamed  intestine,  or  an  in- 
flamed stomach,  resulting  from  cold,  over-loading  the  part 
or  from  eating  some  crude  article. 

Nor  is  our  common  sen.se  always  consulted  in  the  choice 
of  remedies,  when  under  other  circumstances  they  might  be 
proper.  Thus,  why  should  nitrate  of  silver  be  administer- 
ed in  enteiitis  when  it  is  decomposed  by  contact  with  the 
first  living  tissue?  And  how  much  more  rational  is  the  ad- 
ministration of  mercury  for  its  alterative  effect  or  sedative 
effect,  which  simply  means  breaking  down  still  further  the 
blood,  perhaps  already  degraded.  In  such  cases  let  us  give 
the  part  rest,  as  much  as  possible.  Let  us  remove  offending 
accumulations,  but  do  it  as  gently  as  possible,  and  give 
nutriment,  but  in  as  bland  a  form  as  we  can,  that  as  tiie  old 
and  diseased  tissue  is  cast  off  its  j)lace  may  be  su})plied  with 
new  and  healthy. 

He  who  purges  to  irritation  in  such  cases,  or  on  the  other 
hand,  locks  up  offending  accumulations  againit  an  irritated 
part,  exercises  Ids  common  sense,  not  more  than  one  who 
should  move  an  inflamed  joint  or  retain  filthy  rags  in  con- 
tact with  an  inflamed  surface.  While  therefore  drastic  pur- 
gatives have  been  the  cause  of  death  in  many  of  tin;  fatal 
cases  of  enteritis.  Opium  and  sugar  of  lead,  irrationally 
administered,  have  been  the  most  efficient  agents  of  des- 
truction in  those  of  D^'sente  y. 

Our  practice  in  every  case  should  be  clear  and  distinct 
and  each  act  should  be  based  ui)on  principle  and  reason. 
It  is  a  duty  we  owe  ourselves,  as  well  as  our  patients,  to  stop 
occasionally  and  ask  the  question,  why  this  article  is  i)re- 
scribed  or  that  line  of  treatment  is  pursued.  Many  of  us 
are  little  inclined  to  call  in  question  a   practice  generally 
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adopted  and  sanctioned  by  high  authority.  If  our  patient 
dies  we  are  not  disturbed  a  great  deal  when  our  practice  is 
generally  confirmed  by  that  of  others.  It  is  sufficient  to 
say  that  he  died  lege  ariis. 

Trousseau  declares  it  was  a  difficult  matter  for  him  to 
abandon  the  practice,  wliicli  was  universally  popular  in 
cases  of  cerebral  hemorrhage ;  but  when  age  gave  him  suf- 
ficient courage  to  disregard  the  fashion  and  follow  his  own 
inspiraticns  in  these  cases,  he  fed  his  patients  and  adminis- 
tered small  quant'ties  of  wine,  and  found  more  of  his  pa- 
tients got  well  and  others  lived  longer.  This  practice  is  net 
startling  when  we  reflect  upon  the  actual  condition  of  things 
in  a  case  of  cerebral  hemorrhage.  A  small  portion  of  blood 
has  escaped  from  a  ruptured  vessel  and  coagulated,  and  as 
such,  is  as  truly  a  foreign  body  as  a  bullet  lodged  in  the 
brain.  Yet  who  would  think  of  bleeding  and  purging  and 
salivating  in  the  latter  case.  The  sensible  surgeon  would 
remove  the  foreign  body,  if  practicable,  then  place  his  pa- 
tient in  a  state  of  absolute  rest,  attend  to  his  genei'al  condi- 
tion and  necessary  wants,  and  leave  the  balance  to  nature. 
Upon  what  rational  grounds  should  the  principles  of  our 
treatment  differ  in  cases  of  apoplexy  ? 

It  should  be  a  matter  of  no  regret  or  reproach  to  any  one 
to  depart  from  a  practice  whose  sequel  is  general  death, 
whether  standing  in  the  relation  of  cause  and  effect  or  not. 
Recently  two  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  fell  under  my  care.  I 
confess  I  had  not  the  courage  to  thrust  the  lancet  into  wo- 
men already  worn  down  and  exhausted  by  the  severe  trials 
through  which  they  had  passed.  Trusting  to  large  doses  of 
opium  and  quinia  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  them  both 
recover.  The  records  of  the  past  bear  ample  testimony  to 
the  terrific  mortality  of  this  disease,  and  with  singular  una- 
nimity, up  to  a  very  recent  period,  agree  that  safety  exists 
at  the  point  of  the  lancet  only,  and  this  too  in  the  face  of 
th.e  fact  that  heav}'  losses  of  blood  previ(jusly  furnished  no 
safeguard  against  a  subsequent  attack.     Gil  Bias  proposed 
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to  his  worthy  preceptor  to  abandon  the  hmcei  and  hot  water 
in  their  practice,  seeing,  as  he  wisely  remarked,  they  coukl 
do  no  worse  since  all  their  patients  died.  A  very  proper 
question  for  these  gentlemen  to  have  asked  themselve.-^. 

Drugging  without  a  clear  perception  of  its  indications  is 
seldom  otherwise  than  mischievous.  Mankind  has  been 
drugged  too  much.  A  prescription  that  contains  less  than 
one-half  dozen  ditferent  articles  seldom  finds  its  way  to  the 
druggist.  I  have  known  a  large  dose  of  Cjuinia  administer- 
ed for  drunkenness.  I  have  known  a  dose  given  for  an  in- 
jury to  the  knee.  I  have  known  a  copious  bleeding  direct- 
ed for  a  blow.  I  have  seen  men  badly  salivated  for  remit- 
tent fever.  Tradition  tells  of  a  prominent  physician  in  my 
section  whose  favorite  prescription  in  all  fevers  was  nitrate 
of  potash  10  grs.,  tartar  emetic  ^  gr.,  calomel  1  gr.,  to  be 
administered  every  two  hours.  If  the  case  became  threat- 
ening, 30  grs.  of  calomel  were  directed  for  some  mysterious 
influence  it  was  supposed  to  have  over  fever.  It  is  also  told 
of  the  same  eminent  physician  that  upon  one  occasion, 
when  seated  at  the  table  with  his  father-in-law,  an  eminent 
judge,  his  clerk,  for  his  practice  was  so  large  as  to  demand 
the  services  of  a  clerk,  asked  him  what  became  of  a  partic- 
ular patient  fur  whom  he  directed  a  particular  prescription. 
The  reply  was,  he  died,  accompanied  with  the  demand,  in 
an  irritated  manner,  why  he  asked  the  question?  The 
reply  was,  that  he  was  curious  to  know  what  became  of 
him  as  others  who  had  taken  the  jirescription  generally 
died.  In  a  spirit  of  rebuke  the  judge  remarked  it  was  a 
very  proper  question,  and  with  such  results  his  practice 
should  be  clcsely  scrutanizcd,  if  not  abandoned.  Statistics 
show  that  the  average  mortality  is  generally  maintained  in 
Cholera,  Small  Pox,  Yellow  Fever, and  many  other  zymotic 
(hseases,  however  diverse  or  conflicting  the  treatment,  show- 
ing that  it  was  useless,  if  not  mischievous,  and  that  what- 
ever blows  may  have  been  aimed  at  these  diseases',  must 
have  b. en  aimed  in  the  dark.      De  Alembert  tells  a  very 
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pleasant  story  in  which  the  physician,  -with  a  chib,  is  repre- 
sented as  finding  disease  and  nature  engaged  in  a  close  com- 
l)at.  In  his  eagerness  to  end  the  conflict  he  blindly  laj'S  on 
with  his  club.  If  he  strikes  disease  he  kills  that ;  if  he 
strikes  nature  he  lays  it  out. 

In  much  practice  of  the  past  and  no  little  of  the  present, 
this  story  finds  a  fitting  application.  When  the  way  is  not 
clear,  it  is  better  to  trust  to  hygienic  influences. 

The  true  physician  carries  with  him  other  remedies  be- 
sides drugs,  wliich  I  by  no  means  intend  to  disparage.  The 
public  think  his  duty  is  simply  to  give  physic.  He  has 
obe3'ed  his  vocation  and  earned  his  reward  just  as  effectually 
when  he  has  prescril)ed  good  food  for  bad,  pure  air  for  im- 
pure, comforts  for  discomforts,  and  surrounded  his  patient 
with  cheerful  and  liopeful  circumstances  instead  of  depress- 
ing, even  when  he  has  lifted  a  burden  from  the  oppressed 
mind. 

In  1S74,  a  friend  and  myself  were  called  to  attend  a  young 
lady  who  was  having  convulsions,  her  family  anxiousl}^  ex- 
pecting each  one  to  be  her  last.  Some  obscurity  about  her 
symptoms  caused  us  to  partake  of  that  anxiety,  but  when 
the  case  became  clear,  vigorous  efforts  were  made  with 
valerian,  Assafoetida,  and  the  usual  routine,  but  in  spite  of 
our  drugs  the  convulsions  continued,  giving  the  family  no 
rest  day  nor  night.  Finally,  careful  investigation  brought 
to  light  the  fact  that  her  delicate  nervous  s\'stem  had  been 
unhinged  by  a  little  affair  of  the  heart.  It  was  ascertained 
that  a  neighboring  fair  one,  by  superior  charms,  had  diver- 
ted the  attentions  of  the  favored  lover.  The  shock  was  too 
great.  She  fell  under  the  blow,  and  there  was  no  balm  for 
her  outside  the  returning  smiles  of  the  fickle  admirer,  which 
did  more  to  check  the  fearful  disorder  in  ten  minutes  than 
our  drugs  had  done  in  ten  days.  In  such  cases  you  had  as 
well  throw  physic  to  the  dogs. 

AVoinan  is  endowed  with  a  more  sensitive  organization,  a 
frailer  and  more  delicate  form,  a  higher  and  more  suscep- 
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tible  nervous  system  than  man.  SIic  rs,  therefore,,  subject 
to  a  series  of  nervous  disordeiis  pecuHar  to  herself.  These 
are  often  the  result  of  simple  mental  impressions,  frequently 
tlie  result  of  serious  orgamc  changes.  In  the  latter  what 
[)ermanent  good  can  come  of  anti  spasmodics  and  ■so-called 
sedatives?  liemove  the  organic  disease  and  you  cure  the- 
nervous  disorder. 

In  the  former  cla.ss  of  affections,,  the  advice  of  ShaksjK'are- 
is  in  advance  of  the  profession  : 

"How  canst  ihox:>  niiiustor  to  a  mind  diseased  "■' 
Pluck  firom.  the  memoiy  a  rooted  sorrow; 
Raze  out  tlie  written  tix>ubles  of  tlie  brain,; 
Clean.se  tlie  stuffed  bosom  of  that  iK'riloiis  stiiiE  that  w-eiarhs 
heavily  on  the  heajtV." 

For  such.,  drugs  furnish  no  sweet  oblivious  antidote^ 
Therein  the  patient  must  minister  to-  herself,,  aided  by  dif- 
ferent surroundings,  dieerful  company,  the  encouragement 
and  sympathy  of  friends  and  her  own  mental  resolves. 

Blind  faith  in  the  specific  capacity  of  different  drugs  to^ 
cure  particular  diseases  has  dictated  not  only  positive  but 
also  negative  mischief,  and  has  frequently  substituted  a 
worthless  and  inert  practice,  where  enei^gy  and  vigor  w:ere 
demanded.  How  often  has  acetate  of  lead  been  prescribed 
in  active  hemorrhages  from,  different  orgjins,  not  locally  but 
constitutionally.  Opium  might  do  good  to  the  extent  tliat 
it  promotes  rest ;  but  how  can  a  minute  quantity  of  lead  or 
other  astringent  received  into  the  stomach,  taken  up  into 
the  general  circulation,  perhaps  after  certain  chemical 
changes,  dis.-^olved  and  carried  to  the  heart,  divided  liomeo- 
pathically,  distributed  in  inEnitesimal  doses  to  the  minute- 
capillaries,  to  find  its  way  througli  the  general  circulation 
to  the  bleeding  orifices,  and  by  constringing  them,  put  a 
.stop  to  the  escape  of  blood?  Of  course,  the  whole  capillary 
system  must  be  constringed  in  the  same  manner,  which 
would  mean  a  general  condensation  of  the  body  of  the  pa- 
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tient.  In  cases  -of  clangor,  before  such  an  effect  could  be 
Teaclied,  the  patient  must  die.  Mechanical  or  othei"  appli- 
cations directly  to  the  part,  if  practicable,  are  the  only 
sensible  and  effective  means. 

Vicious  theories  cloud  the  perceptions  and  retard  progress. 
Lfcnnic  blindly  pursued  the  popular  theory  of  inliamma- 
tion,  when  it  resulted  with  a  mortality  of  over  fourteen  per 
■cent,  in  pneumonia  only.  A  simple  observation  of  facts  led 
Bennett  into  an  opposite  line  of  treatment  in  the  same  dis- 
■ease,  and  the  result  w-as,  ii  loss  little  exceeding  three  per 
•cent. 

A  lingering  eclio  of  the  same  plausible  theories  still  dic- 
tates the  bandxiging,  the  purging  and  starving  of  women, 
while  in  the  puerperal  state.  The  old  woman  who  recom- 
mends a  drink  of  whiskey  for  her  tired  and  exhausted  suf- 
ferer, for  I  will  not  apply  the  term  patient  to  one  going 
through  an  entirel^^  physiological  and  not  pathological  pro- 
•cess,  is  much  nearer  right  than  the  ph3'sician  of  the  receding 
school.  How  manifestly  absurd  it  is  to  suppose  that  a  con- 
-flition  of  debility  or  weakness  l-ess  -disposes  to  inflammation 
than  that  of  strength. 

Medicine  loses  nothing  by  beirig  confined  to  its  proper 
limits,  an<:l  by  being  assigned  only  powers  which  it  clearly 
possesses.  A  vast  nu<niber  ofdisca-ses  aro  uncontrolled  by  med- 
■cines.  There  are  no  specifics  for  them,  as  the  vulgar  supposa 
The  duty  of  the  physician  consists  in  sustaining  tho  i:>atient, 
iilleviating  liis  sufferings  and  guiding  him  safely  on  his 
perilous  journey  to  health.  But  there  are  other  diseases 
which  can  be  combated  successfully  with  antidotes,  con- 
firmed by  experiments  as  ]>ositive  as  those  of  physical 
•.science. 

The  aspiration  of  medicine  is  to  add  to  this  list  in  its 
broadest  sense,  as  comprehending  the  laws  of  prevention  as 
well  as  neutralization  of  disease. 

In  conclusian.  I  may  remark  that  no  ordinary  qualifica- 
:tions  xire  a.bsolutely  necessary  to  the  true  physician..     Thf 
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public  should  know  that  he  who  is  a  failure  in  other  i)ur- 
suits,  must  not  exj  eet  to  succeed  in  medicine.  Notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  principles  of  medicine  as  of  other 
sciences,  are  sim})le  and  not  numerous,  a  niore  difficult  and 
responsible  profession  cannot  be  selected  None  is  more 
exacting  of  its  votaries,  none  requires  more  common  sense^ 
more  tact,  a  better  balanced  and  a  more  discriminating, 
mind.  The  medical  man  deals  daih  with  every  j)hase  of 
humanity  under  the  ever  changing  lights  and  shadows  of 
health  and  disease.  He  is  ever  laboring,  but  seldom  ar- 
riving at  the  exact  truth,  which  he  is-  ever  pursuing,  and 
realizes  all  through  his  course  that  genuine  progress  is  the 
result  of  repeated  efforts  and  many  faihires.  He  has  more 
than  once  reminded  me  of  the  cliess  player,  who,  with  care 
and  laborious  forethought,  proceeds  to  attack  his  opponent,, 
but  frequently,  when  success  is  almost  within  his  gras[), 
some  weak  point  is  developed  and  the  victory  is  lost.  Noth- 
ing daunted,  forewarned,  he  hopes  to  be  forearmed,  and  in 
opening  the  contest  again  by  strengthening  his  weak  points,, 
avoid  the  previous  trouble.  Frequently  he  is  successful,, 
frequently  other  troubles  arise,  and  thus  he  continues 
through  life,  full  of  responsibility,  full  of  care,  alternately 
buoyed  up  by  successes  and  cast  down  by  failures. 

But  let  not  the  modern  physician  despond  or  be  discour- 
aged. He  belongs  to  a  glorious  profession,  whose  recent 
achievements  in  scientific  progress  are  wonderful,  and  with 
a  more  glorious  future  .spread  out  before  it.  Let  him  not 
surrender  himself  to  systems,  but  in  the  broad  field  of  fact 
and  scientific  thought,  let  him  bo  an  indcjiendent  worker, 
and  scorn  to  belong  to  that  vast  tribe 

"  Whose  souls  are  sc'rf.s  among  the  free, 

While  others  nob]\-  tlirive, 
They  stand  jast  where  there  fathers  stood, 

Dead  even  while  they  live." 
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L  c.  ] 

HEPDRT  OF   TWO   OBSTETRIC   AND   PUERPERAL 

CASES. 

CASE    I. — U'R.EMIC     ECLAMPSIA,    IXDrCTIOX     OF    P-RKMATUEE 
■LABOR,    PUERPERAL    PERITONITIS,    &C. 

June  tlie  -2'3rd,  1874,  about  eleveii  -o'clock-,  A.  M.,  I  was 

Tequested  to  see  Mrs.  A- ,  aged  tliirty-two  years,  prini- 

jpara,  and  in  the  ■eighth  month  of  g-estation. 

I  found  the  kdy  on  her  bod  in  n  s-emi-recumbeiit 
position,  witli  -a  ch^air  and  pillows  at  her  back.  She  was 
tremendously  swollen  over  her  whole  body  from  an  oedema- 
tons  infiltr-ation ;  especially  marked  in  the  ftice  -and  lower 
•extremities.  She  iMd  a  dull,  heavy  an-d  stupid  exprfssion 
of  countenance,  her  eyes  were  almost  close+l,  her  lips  darker 
than  natural,  her  face  had  a  dirty,  puffy,  le^iden  appearance, 
her  breathing  was  somewhat  hurried,  her  pulse  nearly  nor' 
anal  as  to  frequency,  but  full  and  strong,  a».d  yet  she  assured 
me  that  she  had  no  jxiin  in  tho  head,  but  rather  a  feeling  of 
fullness  <and  heavine.ss.  Pier  bowels  were -constipated,  and 
she  was  p^issing  very  little  urine. 

Here  was  evidently  a  case  of  uKvmic  toxic-X'mia>,  with  kid- 
neys and  lungs  congested,  iieart  laboring  and  brain  stupe- 
fied already  to  a  very  considerable  extent. 

It  was  not  convenient  for  me  to  bleed  the  woman  at  tl  e 
time  I  saw  her,  therefore  I  prescribed  an  active  cathartic, 
and  al-o  Bitartrate  of  Potassain  teaspoonful  does  every  four 
hours,  to  be  alternated  with  the  following  diuretic  mixture, 
viz:  Acetate  of  Potash,  half  ounce,  Tr.  of  Digilatis,  three 
Drachms,  and  water  sufficient  for  four  ounces.  Tablespoon- 
ful  every  four  hours. 

Circumstances  prevented  my  remaining  with  the  case, 
but  before  I  left  I  gave  her  iijother  to  understand  that  I 
feared  convulsiousS  in  the  case,  told  her  that  I  thought  ve- 
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nesection  would  become  necessary,  and  advised  her  to' send 
for  her  family  pliysician. 

In  the  meantime  I  met  Dr.  Hill  and  told  him  what  1 
had  prescribed  for  the  patient,  and  also  expressed  the  fear 
that  he  was  going  to  have  a  case  of  eclampsia  to  contend 
with. 

Dr.  Hill  was  not  sent  fur  until  about  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
of  the  same  day,  and  when  he  arrived,  found  the  patient 
with  all  the  symptoms  before  mentioned,  much  more  aggra- 
vated, lips  very  blue,  severe  pain  in  the  head,  greater  diffi- 
culty of  breathing,  which  he  described  as  a  panting  for 
breath.  He  bled  her  from  the  arm  to  the  extent  of  iicenfy- 
eifjlit  ounces,  and  continued  the  treatment  already  prescribed. 

The  patient  experienced  great  and  immediate  relief  from 
the  vencesection,  and  even  M'hile  the  blood  was  still  {lowinsr 
she  said  :  "  Doctor,  my  head  is  better.  I  can  see  more  dis- 
tinctly, and  I  can  breathe  so  inucli  easier.''  And  she  after- 
wards said  the  relief  aflbrded  by  the  bleeding  to  her  head, 
and  to  the  blindness,  and  the  dull  heavy  pain  about  her 
eyes,  was  so  sudden  and  so  complete,  that  it  reminded  her 
of  the  "  gliding  pictures  of  a  magic  lantern,  or  the  changing 
scenes  of  a  passing  panorama." 

After  the  bleeding  she  sat  up  in  bed  and  talked  freely  and 
cheerfully  Avith  her  friends  and  remained  in  many  respects 
greatly  better  until  nearly  day  of  the  24th,  from  which 
time  she  gradually  grew  worse,  with  an  exacerbation  of  all 
the  untoward  symptoms  heretofore  described,  until  about 
twelve  o'clock,  when  she  had  a  terrible  convulsion.  Dr.  H. 
was  immeaiately  sent  for,  but  did  not  see  her  until  two 
o'clock,  P.  M.  She  was  now  breathing  very  badly,  her  lips 
and  face  were  almost  black,  pulse  more  frequent,  heat  of 
skin  greater,  more  insensible,  and  when  roused  complained 
of  severe  head -ache. 

During  the  night  of  the  23rd  she  had  very  copious  alvine 
dejections,  but  she  did  not  pass  more  than  an  ounce  of 
urine;  in  truth,  from -the  time  1    first  saw  her,  until  two 
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o'clock  of  the  24th,  she  did  not  pass  more  than  three  or  four 
ounces  of  water. 

She  was  now  bled  again  plena  /-/ro  to  the  amount  of  tirenty- 
viglit  ounces,  with  most  certain  and  immediate  good  results. 
The  breathing  instantly  became  greatly  better,  the  pain  left 
her  head,  and  it  is  worthy  of  note,  that  during  her  whole 
subsequent  sickness  she  had  no  pain  in  the  head  after  the 
second  vena?section. 

Towels  wrung  out  of  icewater  were  a[)plied  to  her  head, 
and  the  other  remedies  were  continued  until  five  o'clock,  P. 
M.,  wdien  we  saw  her  in  consultation.  The  same  treatment 
was  continued,  and  a  decoction  of  scoparious,  together  with 
the  sweet  spirits  of  nitre,  was  added  to   the  other  diuretics. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th,  we  both  saw  the  patient,  and 
continued  to  treat  the  case  together.  She  had  passed  an  un- 
comfortable night  with  some  fever  and  restlessness,  but  had 
Inid  no  other  convulsion.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day 
we  found  her  decidedly  worse  again.  Her  face  was  of  that 
dark,  heavy,  leaden  hue,  so  common  in  such  cases;  her 
tongue  was  dark  and  flabby ;  her  pulse  frequent  and  feeble, 
and  her  Ijreathing  as  bad  as  at  any  previous  time  She  bad 
complained  of  blindness  several  times  during  the  day,  had 
passed  no  water  since  we  saw  her  in  the  morning,  and  she 
was  ever  and  anon  talking  with  the  flighty  incoherency  of 
delirium  ;  ever  and  anon  "  talking  she  knew  not  why,  and 
cared  not  what." 

We  introduced  the  catheter  and  drew  off  only  an  ounce 
or  two  of  thick,  turbid  urine,  which  upon  testing  with  heat 
and  nitric  acid,  we  found  to  be  very  highly  albuminous. 
Our  patient  was  evidently  in  imminent  danger  of  death, 
and  we  decided  upon  the  induction  of  premature  labor  as 
the  best,  if  not  the  only,  chance  for  saving  her  life.  In  ac- 
cordance with  this  determination  we  endeavored  to  intro- 
duce a  gum-elastic  bougie  into  the  womb,  but  in  this  we 
were  foiled,  probably  for  want  of  dexterity,  possibly  for  other 
causes  which  need  not  be  mentioned,  however,  no  matter 
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what  was  the  cause  of  failure,  try  it  in  any  manner  we 
would,  with  the  woman  in  different  i>ositions,  we  could  not 
succeed,  consequently  we  resorted  to  other  means.  We  no- 
ticed upon  examination  that  the  os  uicrl  was  sufHciently 
open  to  admit  tlie  end  of  the  finger,  and  that  the  parts  were 
soft  and  dilatable,  consequenth"  we  departed  from  the  ortho- 
dox rule,  gave  her  at  once  a  full  dose  of  the  fluid  extract  of 
ergot,  introduced  the  finger  slowly  through  the  os,  and  with 
the  finger-nail,  scratched  a  hole  through  the  membranes. 
Immediatel}'  the  liquor  amnii  escaped  in  hirge  quantities, 
but  our  patient  was  absolutely  panting  for  breath,  and  her 
face  was  as  black  as  the  fabled  shades  of  Erebus.  We  were 
now  in  a  dilemma,  and  hardly  knew  what  to  do.  There- 
are  many  who  would  have  said,  "  give  nature  a  fair  chance, 
reh'  upon  the  vis  conservatrix,^'  but  nature  and  disease  to- 
gether were  not  doing  to  suit  us,  so  we  opened  the  vein  in 
her  arm  again  and  abstracted  ten  ounces  more  of  blood,  and 
she  was  evidently  relieved  again  by  the  depletion,  because 
the  color  of  her  face  was  better,  and  her  breathing  was  less 
labored  immediately  after  the  venesection.  Labor  came  on 
speedily,  progressed  favorably,  and  in  less  than  four  hours 
after  the  rupture  of  the  membranes,  she  was  delivered  of  a 
living  child.  The  child  however  only  lived  about  twelve 
hours  after  its  birth. 

During  the  whole  of  the  day  of  the  2Gth,  the  patient  was 
delirious,  with  high  fever,  pulse  140  beats  per  minute,  skin 
hot  and  dr}^,  abdomen  very  tender  and  very  tympanitic, 
kidneys  not  acting,  and  breathing  hurried  and  labored. 

We  presciribed  Norwood's  tine  veratrum  viride,  free  doses 
of  brandy,  and  a  pill  composed  of  opium,  quinine,  and  a 
small  quantity  of  calomel,  and  also  applied  stupes  of  spirits 
turpentine  and  sweet  oil  over  the  surface  of  the  abdomen. 

The  27th  was  passed  with  no  perceptible  change  for  the 
better,  until  late  at  night  when  she  passed  a  pint  or  more  of 
urine,  (just  48  hours  after  her  delivery,)  after  which,  she 
seemed  more  comfortable  and  slept  quietly  and  sweet!}'. 
G 
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On  the  2Sth,  we  found  her  more  rational,  her  pulse  con- 
trolled by  the  veratrum,  and  all  the  symptoms  more  favor- 
able. 

29th.  Patient  still  improving,  perfectly  rational,  abdo- 
men less  tender  and  less  tympanitic. 

From  this  time  her  improvement  was  rapid  until  the 
fourth  day  of  July,  when  she  was  discharged,  and  we  are 
happy  to  add,  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  excellent  health, 
notwithstanding  the  lo.ss  of  sixt^^-six  ounces  of  blood. 

re:marks. 

In  the  above  case,  and  also  in  the  one  which  follows  in 
this  report,  we  freely  grant  that  our  use  of  medicines 
amounted  to  polypharmacy,  and  for  the  sake  of  peace,  (and 
in  honor  of  one  of  our  friends  who  is  not  'partial  to  mercury,) 
we  admit  that  the  use  of  calomel  was  perhaps  not  called  for, 
yet  I  do  think  that  our  great  anxiety  for  our  patients  should 
l^e  regarded  as  some  slight  excuse  for  the  niraia  cura  medench. 

AVe  will  not  yield  so  much  in  respect  to  the  lancet.  The 
immediate  relief  afforded  by  each  bleeding  in  this  case,  was 
apparent  not  only  to  the  patient  herself,  bat  to  all  her  at- 
tendants as  well  as  her  physicians.  It  was  prompt,  speedy, 
and  effectual  as  a  mechanical  or  palliative  means  of  relief.  After 
each  venesection,  the  face  assumed  a  more  natural  expres- 
sion, the  mind  became  clearer,  the  breathing  freer,  and  the 
pain  and  fullness  in  the  head,  and  the  dimness  of  vision 
less  troublesome,  in  fact,  there  was  no  pain  in  the  head  after 
the  second  bleeding.  I  think  that  the  abstraction  of  blood 
did,  for  the  time,  really  "  su[)plement  the  action  of  the 
kidneys  "  by  removing  blood  from  the  circulation  which 
was  so  highly  "  charged  with  the  active  poison,  urea,"  and  by 
removing  a  portion  of  this  poison,  did,  to  that  extent,  take 
away  from  the  general  system  the  acfital  materies  morhi.  The 
brain,  the  lungs,  the  heart,  and  the  kidney 3  were  all  relieved 
for  a  time  of  the  load  which  embarrassed  them,  and  a  new 
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lease  was  given  to  life  which  could  not  have  been  secured 
so  speedily  in  any  other  way.  Still  I  am  persuaded  that, 
that  which  was  a  dernier  resort,  the  iniluction  of  premature 
labor,  was  the  most  permanent,  if  not  the  most  potent  means 
of  relieving  the  congestion  of  the  various  organs,  the  con- 
vulsions, and  the  whole  train  of  evils  which  resulted  there- 
from. 

Doubtless  it  would  have  been  better  had  we  resorted  to 
this  measure  sooner,  yet  we  would  not  have  been  justifiable 
in  doing  so  before  we  Iiad  tried  otlier  means  less  hazardous 
to  the  life  of  the  child.  Of  one  thing,  however,  we  are  fully 
satisfied,  that  this  woman  would  liave  died  long  before  labor 
was  induced,  had  we  not  bled  her. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  a  matter  of  wonder  to  some  that  she 
did  not  die  from  the  loss  of  sixty-six  ounces  of  blood,  besides 
the  amount  lost  in  labor,  and  that  to-day  her  eyes  are 
bright,  and  her  cheeks  red  icith  the  ruddy  glow  of  health,  nev- 
ertheless, such  are  the  facts!  I  very  honestly  think  that 
many  such  patients  die,  who,  when  they  need  bleeding  and 
are  bled,  are  not  bled  enough,  at  the  same  time  I  am  ready 
to  grant  that  venesection  is  not  necessary  in  all  cases  of 
eclampsia. 


CASE  II. — LINGERING  AND  PREMATURE  LABOR.  ECLAMPSIA 
FROM  URJ:MIA,  post  PARTUM  HAEMORRHAGE,  PERITONITIS, 
PHLEBITIS,    «fcC. 

On  the  evening  of  the  20th  of  July,  1874,  Mrs.  B . 


a  young  married  lady,  eigl^iteen  years  of  age,  and  pregnant 
with  her  first  child,  was  attacked  with  slight  pains  indica- 
ting the  approach  of  labor,  some  pain  and  a  sense  of  fullness 
about  the  head,  drowsiness,  and  a  feeling  of  agitation,  and 
general  indisposition. 

She  sent  a  messenger  immediately  for  her  Sage  Femme, 
who  was  no  wiser  than  thcKC  wise  women  generally  are. 
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For  a  month  or  more  before  this,  Mrs.  B ,  had  beeii 

veiy  much  swelled,  her  kidneys  had  not  been  acting  well, 
she  had  at  times  suffered  from  vertigo,  and  other  uncom- 
fortable feelings  about  her  head,  yet  she  had  not  regarded 
these  symptoms  as  at  all  serious  or  unusual,  and  conse- 
quently had  permitted  most  precious  time  to  go  by  without 
consulting  a  physician.  In  her  ignorance  of  danger  she 
felt  secure,  and  none  of  the  family  were  at  all  uneasy  about 
her,  until  a  late  hour  of  the  night,  when  the  lady  had 
greater  pains  a  sense  of  greater  fullness  in  the  head,  dizzi- 
ness, blindness,  buzzing  in  the  ears,  etc.,  etc. 

Dr.  Hill  first  saw  the  case,  and  when  he  arrived,  having 
ascertained  that  her  bowels  had  been  freely  acted  upon,  bled 
lier  from  the  arm  about  eighteen  ounces,  applied  cold  to  her 
head,  and  remained  with  her  until  morning. 

She  continued  to  have  feeble  grinding  pains  throughout 
the  niofht,  and  all  the  next  day  until  between  three  and 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  when  the  pains  became  somewhat  more 
severe,  and  slie  had  a  most  terrible  convulsion. 

As  soon  as  the  Doctor  arrived  he  removed  the  bandage 
from-  her  arm  and  let  her  bleed  about  twelve  ounces  more. 

After  the  convulsion  passed  off,  he  put  the  patient  under 
the  influence  of  chloroform,  and  kept  her  more  or  less  under 
its  influence,  until  I  was  called  to  see  the  case  with  him, 
which  was  an  hour  or  two  later  in  the  evening  of  the  same 
day.  He  had  also  given  a  teaspoonful  of  the  fluid  extract 
of  ergot,  and  informed  me  that  there  was  nothing  wrong  in 
the  position  of  the  child. 

Upon  examining  the  patient  per  vaginam,  I  found  a 
natural  presentation,  vertex  in  the  first  position,  and  the 
mouth  of  the  womb  dilated  to  about  the  size  of  a  silver 
quarter  of  a  dollar,  soft,  flabby,  and  easily  dilatable,  and  a 
small  bag  of  water  beginning  to  protrude.  The  os  tincai 
was  not  at  all  sensitive  to  the  touch,  and  I  could  not  pro- 
voke anything  more  than  a  very  feeble  action  in  this  man- 
ner. 
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We  agreed  full}'  as  to  the  treatment  which  had  been  pur- 
sued, and  now  decided  to  continue  the  chloroform,  if  neces- 
sary, and  the  ergot,  and  we  gave  one-fourth  of  a  grain  of 
the  sulphate  of  morphia  hypodermically.  The  labor  pro- 
gressed slowly  but  favorably  until  about  nine  o'clock  at 
night,  at  which  time  she  was  delivered  of  a  still-born  and 
premature  child,  which  had  the  appearance  of  having  been 
dead  some  d^iys. 

I  had  my  left  hand  upon  the  fundus  of  the  womb  as  the 
child  was  passing  through  the  straits  of  the  pelvis,  and  I 
endeavored  to  grasp  the  fundus  through  the  abdominal 
walls,  while  the  placenta  was  being  removed,  using  both 
hands,  and  I  was  struck  with  the  flabby  or  doughy  feeling 
■of  the  parts.  I  eould  not  feel  the  fundus,  still  I  kept  one 
hand  pressed  down  and  firmly  grasping  where  I  knew  it 
ought  to  be.  The  lady  was  not  unusualh'  fleshy,  yet  we 
never  did  feel  the  womb  contracting  down  firmly,  in  truth, 
the  sensation  imparted  to  our  fingers  was  a  flabby,  doughy, 
boggy  feeling,  and  we  never  could  define  the  outlines  of  the 
fundus,  or  even  feel  it  moving  by  contractions  under  our 
hands.  Dr.  Hill  remarked  that  the  uterus  contracted  very 
feebly  upon  his  hand.  We  gave  more  ergot,  and  kept  up 
the  frictions,  and  the  i)ressure  over  the  hypogastrium,  but 
in  s})ite  of  these  means  the  abdomen  rapidly  enlarged,  our 
patient  became  very  pale  and  cold,  w^itli  a  distressed  or 
pinched  expression  of  countenance,  a  frequent  and  feeble 
pulse,  and  was  bathed  in  a  cold  and  clammy  sweat. 

The  hand  was  immediately  introduced  into  the  womb, 
the  clots  turned  out  and  a  hand  kept  firmly  grasping  the 
fundus  as  long  as  the  hand  was  kept  inside  of  the  womb, 
but  as  soon  as  it  was  removed  the  same  boggy  feeling  came 
-on  again,  and  the  fundus  was  lost  in  an  undistinguishal)le 
chaos.  A  folded  towel  wrung  out  of  ice  water  was  ap])lied 
to  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  the  pressure  still  kept 
«p  with  the  hand. 

The  womb  seemed  now  to  be  in  a  state  of  absolute  inertia. 
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and  our  patient  fest  approaching  complete  collapse.  We- 
applied  the  binder  tightly  over  the  wet  towel,  and  gave 
brandy  and  ergot  freely. 

I  should  have  mentioned  that  the  pillows  had  been  re- 
moved and  ttje  foot  of  the  bed  elevated  wlien  the  flooding 
first  began. 

The  hemmorrhagc  went  steadily  on,  and  in  a  very  sho't 
while  her  womb  filled  again,  and  her  abdoinen  appeared 
almost  as  large  as  it  did  before  the  birth  of  the  child,  in  the 
mean  time  the  escape  of  blood  externally  was  by  no  means 
inconsiderable. 

Our  patient  was  now  as  white  as  a  marble  statue,  her  ex- 
tremities cold  and  clammy,  her  pulse  gone  at  the  wrists,  th'^ 
action  of  her  heart  scarcely  perceptible  to  the  ear.  She  was 
extremel}'  restless  and  thirsty,  her  breathing  was  nothing 
but  deep  drawn  sighs,  and  her  mind  was  wandering. 

We  gave  her  more  brandy,  turned  out  the  clots  again, 
and  injected  a  solution  of  the  persulphate  of  iron,  diluted 
"  with  five  parts  of  \vater,  by  means  of  a  Mattson's  syringe, 
slowly  into  the  womb  and  kept  up  the  pressure  as  best  we 
could  A  lump  of  ice  was  also  introduced  a3  far  as  it  could 
be  inserted. 

These  means  had  a  most  hai)py  effect  in  arresting  the 
flooding,  and  under  the  influence  of  warm  applications  to 
the  feet  and  limbs,  and  free  doses  of  brandy,  a  considerable 
reaction  was  slowly  established,  nevertheless,  the  womb- 
never  did  contract  firmly,  and  we  could  never  feel  any 
round,  firm  ball  in  the  hypogastrium,  and  one  of  us  watch- 
ed constantly  by  her  bedside  during  the  whole  of  the  night 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  next  day. 

During  the  two  following  days,  there  was  a  very  slow  but 
gradual  improvement  in  our  patient's  condition,  except  a. 
growing  tenderness  and  meteorism  of  the  abdomen,  and  a. 
swelling  of  the  left  leg.  We  prescribed  tine,  of  veratrum 
viride  to  be  alternated  with  free  doses  of  opium,  and  a  small 
portion  of  calomel  internally,  and  also  stupes  of  spts  of  tur- 
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pentine  to  the  abdomen.  The  veratrum  did  not  have  any 
etlect  upon  her  exceedingly  frequent  and  feeble  pulse,  yet 
she  seemed  cheerful  and  hopeful,  and  we  left  her  late  at 
night  trusting  that  her  general  condition  was  more  encour- 
aging. 

Between  one  and  two  o'clock  next  morning  Dr.  Ilill  was 
iiastil}'  summoned  to  our  patient  and  ibund  her  speechless, 
j)ulselessat  the  wrists,  and  well  nigh  dead.  The  work  was 
all  undone ;  there  had  been  another  fearful  gush  of  blood. 
Cold  was  again  applied  and  thirt}^  drops  of  squibbs  extract 
of  ergot  was  injected  under  the  skin  on  the  inside  of  each 
thigh.  There  was  no  return  of  the  hcvmorrhage  after  this, 
but  all  through  the  day,  Friday,  the  lad}'  grew  rapidly 
worse.  Her  abdomen  became  terribly  tympanitic  and  ten- 
der on  pressure,  her  left  leg  very  much  swollen  and  motion- 
less, her  tongue  heavil}'  coated,  her  thirst  very  great  and 
her  restlessness  extreme.  Her  pulse  was  now  too  feeble  and 
too  frequent  to  be  counted,  and  she  was  perfectly  delirious. 

Some  of  the  remedies  before  mentioned  were  still  contin- 
ued, but  alas  !  alas  !  without  avail,  for  soon  her  face  assum- 
ed the  hip[)ocratic  expression,  her  nose  grew  sharper,  her 
body  colder,  her  breathing  more  labored,  the  beating  of  the 
heart  more  feeble,  the  death-rattle  in  the  throat  grated 
harshly  for  a  short  while  upon  our  ears,  the  death  damp 
settled  upon  her  brow,  and  at  2  o'clock,  Saturday  morning, 
she  closed  her  beautiful  eyes  forever,  "  in  the  deep  stillness 
of  that  dreamless  state  of  sleep,  that  knows  no  waking  joys 
again  on  earth,"  and  we  thought  of  the  words  of  the  [)oet, 
Halleck, 

And  death  is  terrible — the  tear, 
The  groan,  the  knell,  the  pall,  the  bier, 
And  all  we  know,  or  dream,  or  fear,  ^ 

Of  cffony,  are  his  !  I 

IirorAKKS. 

Several  questions  very   naturally  present  themselves  in 
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connection  with  this  case,  but  we  can  now  only  consider  a 
iew  of  them.  Does  the  use  of  chloroform  in  labor  ever  pre- 
dispose the  patient  to  'post  ■partuni  hemorrhage  ?  Many  of 
the  best  authorities  believe  that  it  does  not,  and  have  so 
taught,  yet  from  my  own  limited  experience,  I  am  very 
strongly  inclined  to  the  opinion  tluit  it  does,  and  I  think  it 
very  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  a  remedy  which  so  effec- 
tually converts  and  relaxes  muscular  action  should  with- 
hold this  peculiar  power  so  far  as  the  muscles  of  the  uterus 
are  concerned.  It  is  tlie  general  opinion  that  ether  })roduce3 
complete  muscular  relaxation,  and  that  the  use  of  chloro- 
form is  never  attended  with  a  like  effect,  but  this  cannot  be 
true,  since  if  chloroform  be  carried  to  a  certain  point,  even 
that  hollow  involuntary  muscle,  the  heart  will  cease  to  beat, 
and  many  .cases  are  reported,  in  which  the  pains  of  labor 
have  been  entirely  suspended  by  its  use  and  have  not  re- 
turned again  until  the  patients  came  from  under  its  influ- 
ence. Barnes,  speaking  of  the  use  of  chloroform  in  obstet- 
ric operations,  says,  "  You  must  then  carry  the  anaesthetic 
further,  to  subdue  all  voluntary  and  invohmtary  movements. 
and  ta  lessen'  the  reflex  irritability  of  the  uterus.  Then, 
l)ut  not  always,  you  will  secure  2'>cissiveness  moral  aud  'physical 
on  the  part  of  the  patient';  the  uterine  walls  vjill  relax ;  they 
will  no  longer  resent  the  intrusion  of  the  hand.  These  ad- 
vantages are  not  indeed  always  obtained  without  drawbacks. 
A  perfectly  flaccid  uterus  indicates  considerable  general 
prostration,  and  predisposes  to  flooding.'" 

If  it  produces  this  effect  when  given  to  the  surgical  ex- 
tent, will  it  not  produce  like  effects  to  a  greater  or  less  de- 
gree, according  to  the  extent  to  which  it  is  administerd  ? 

If  it  relaxes  the  muscles  of  the  uterine  walls  to  any  ex- 
tent, no  matter  how  little,  does  it  not  to  that"  extent  j^tredis- 
pose  to  post  partum  hemorrhage?  I  believe  so,  clearly  and 
I  greatly  fear  that  the  chloroform  used  in  this  case  was  a 
most  potent  factor  in  predisposing  to  the  flooding  which 
followed,  and  I  more  particularly  incline  to  this  opinion 
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since  the  most  troublesome  hemorrhages  I  have  ever  had  to 
deal  with  have  followed  the  use  of  this  remedy. 

Yet  ill  this  case  it  was  given  to  control  the  convulsions, 
and  tlie  patient  never  had  a  convulsion  after  she  was  brought 
under  its  influence ;  still  whether  tiiis  fact  was  owing  en- 
tirely to  the  chloroform  or  in  part  to  the  subsequent  loss  of 
blood,  is  a  question  ;  however,  in  a  like  case,  I  would  witli- 
out  hesitation  resort  to  chloroform  again. 

We  did  not  resort  to  the  transfusion  of  blood,  nor  to  the 
compression  of  the  abdominal  aorta,  because  neither  [)roce- 
dure  was  practicable  under  the  circumstances  which  sur- 
rounded us. 

We  had  in  this  case  peritonitis,  and  pi-ol)ably  metritis, 
and  also  phlebitis  of  the  veins  of  the  left  leg. 

Were  these  inflammations  the  sequence  of  the  injection  of 
the  persulphate  of  iron,  or  were  there  any  other  probable 
causes  which  may  have  produced  them  ? 

We  believe  that  she  would  most  certainly  have  died  from 
the  hcmorrliagc  during  the  night  on  which  wo  used  the  injec- 
tion, had  we  not  resorted  to  it.  We  did  resort  to  the  usual 
remedies  for  arresting  hemorrhages,  without  success,  before 
we  resorted  to  the  persulphate,  and  yet  I  fear  that  the  reme- 
dy which,  saved  her  then,  kindled  the  flames  which  event- 
uall}'  consumed  lier.  However,  we  made  an  honest  effort 
to  do  our  whole  duty  by  our  patient,  and  it  is  a  consolation 
to  know  that  there  were  very  many  other  causes,  entirely 
beyond  our  control,  which  may  have  given  rise  to  these  in- 
flammations, and  it  is  a  consolation  to  know  that  a  great 
many,  porhaps  the  majority  of  the  highest  authorities,  both 
in  this  cpuntry  and  in  the  old,  not  only  sanction,  but  advise 
the  use  of  injections  in  such  cases. 

FoRDYCE  B.\rki<:r  (than  whom  we  know  no  better  au- 
thority in  xVmerica)  advises  the  practice  and  uses  the  solu- 
tion of  the  persulphate,  diluted  with  an  equal  quantity  .of 
water.  The  injecjtion  we  used  was  diluted  with  five  parts 
of  water. 
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Dr.  Sell,  of  New  York,  says  tliat  it  is  constantly  employed 
at  the  University  of  Vienna  with  satisfactor}"  effects. 

Among  veiy  many  others  who  advise  the  use  of  injections 
may  be  mentioned  the  following  distinguished  names  : 
Barnes,  Playfair,  Braxton,  Hicks,  Williams,  Keith, 
Chambers,  &c.  Barnes  recommends  the  practice  very 
highly,  but  tells  us  that  "  it  is  still  regarded  by  most  prac- 
titioners as  a  dangerous  innovation  ;  not  sufficiently  reflect- 
ing that  hemorrhage  is  more  dangerous  sfill." 

We  had  tried  less  potent  remedies  in  the  case  without 
efTcct,  our  patient  w-as  absolutely  bleeding  to  death  before 
our  eyes,  consequently  we  resorted  to  that  remedy  which  has 
saved  many  a  life,  and  which  gave  promise  of  arresting  the 
flooding  most  speedily  and  most  effectually  ;  and  we  will  resort 
to  it  again  in  every  other  case  of  the  kind  in  which  death 
appears  s©  imminent. 

Yet  I  do  not  doubt  that  a  much  safer  manner  of  using 
such  astringents  is  by  means  of  swabs,  or  mops  of  cotton, 
saturated  in  the  solution  and  introduced  into  the  womb. 

At  the  same  time  the  styptic  cannot  be  so  thoroughly  ap- 
plied, nor  can  its  effects  be  so  speedily  secured  by  the  swabs, 
as  it  can  by  being  slowly  injected,  hence  I  think  the  injec- 
tions more  suitable  where  we  must  act  promptly  and  arrest 
the  flow  at  once,  or  see  tlie  pcdient  die. 


[D.] 


HYPERTROPHIC  ELONGATION  OF  THE  LABIA  OF 
TPIE  CERVIX  UTERI— AMPUTATION— RECOV- 
ERY. 


BY    M.    WHITEHEAD,     ^.l.    I). 


Mis.  C,  married,  aged  39  j^ears,  the  mother  of  five  chil- 
dren, the  youngest  three  years  old,  consulted  me  for  a  sup- 
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posed  "  falling  of  the  womb,"  as  she  termed  it.  The  history 
given  was,  that  soon  after  "getting  up  from  the  last  con- 
finement she  suffered  from  |)ain  in  her  back  and  loins,  a 
sensation  of  dragging  and  weight  about  the  pelvis,  fatigue 
from  walking,  leucorrhoca  and  inability  to  lift  the  least 
weight.  She  had  been  advised  by  a  midwife  to  use  astrin- 
gent vaginal  injections.  That  she  did  so  without  benefit. 
About  twelve  montlis  ago  her  womb  "  came  into  the  world," 
as  she  expressed  it,  whenever  she  stood  up  or  took  the  least 
exorcise  ;  that  for  sometime  she  was  able  to  replace  it  when 
lying  on  her  back,  but  that  for  the  past  four  months  she 
had  not  been  able  to  do  so. 

An  examination  revealed  extensive  hypertrophic  elonga- 
tion of  the  labia  of  the  cervix  uteri.  The  neck  protruded 
from  the  vulva,  with  the  anterior  lip  curled  up  on  the  pubis 
and  the  posterior  on  the  perineum,  ])resenting  to  the  eye  the 
appearance  of  the  Snop-Dragon  flower.  Tlie  body  and  neck 
of  the  uterus  measured  over  four  inches,  and  the  hypertro- 
pliied  labia  quite  an  inch  and  a  half  each,  and  were  fully 
three  quarters  of  an  inch  broad.  There  were  two  or  three 
abrasions  on  tlie  labia,  caused  by  friction,  which  gave  con- 
siderable pain  in  walking  or  sitting. 
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The  accompanying  sketch,  taken  from  Byford,  will  give 
some  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  elongation.  She  was  informed 
that  confinement  in  the  horizontal  position  for  sometime, 
iind  amputation  of  the  hypertroj^hied  labia  would  be  neces- 
sary for  her  relief.     She  very  readily  consented. 

On  the  yth  December,  1S74,  assisted  by  my  friends,  Drs. 
*SuMMERELL  and  Caldwell,  (Ether  being  administered  to 
complete  anesthesia,)  I  removed  the  hyoertrophied  labia 
with  the  knife  and  scissors,  performing  Sims  operation,  not 
being  prepared  to  operate  with  the  Galvano  caustic  wire. 
The  dotted  lines  on  the  sketch  will  show  the  point  of  ampu- 
tation. The  hemorrhage  was  very  great  for  a  time,  requiring 
the  application  of  the  actual  cautery  for  its  arrest  from  the 
posterior  stump.  As  soon  as  all  bleeding  ceased,  the  flaps 
of  mucus  membrane  were  drawn  over  the  stumps  and  se- 
<iured  b}^  silver- wire  satures,  a  piece  of  lint  wet  in  a  weak 
solution  of  Persulphate  of  Iron  applied  to  each,  the  uterus 
replaced  well  in  position,  and  the  vagina  was  packed  lightly 
with  cotton  lint.  After  giving  hypodermically  half  grain 
•of  morphia,  she  was  placed  comfortably  in  bed.  On  the 
morning  of  the  11th,  I  removed  the  packing  and  pieces  of 
lint  and  syringed  out  the  vagina  with  a  tepid  weak  solution 
■of  carbolic  acid.  Daily  syringing  of  the  vagina,  an  occa- 
sional dose  of  morphia  hypodermically,  with  full  doses  of 
quinine  and  rest  in  the  horizontal  position,  constituted  the 
principal  part  of  the  after  treatment. 

When  the  sutures  were  removed  a  large  portion  of  the 
stumps  had  healed,  but  on  the  part  not  healed,  exuberant 
granulation  sprang  up,  requiring  an  occasional  a})plication  of 
nitrate  of  silver  to  effect  cicatrization.  When  she  was  first 
permitted  to  stand  up  and  walk  I  found  that  owing  to  tlic 
relaxed  condition  of  tlie  walls  of  the  vagina  and  the  liga- 
ments, due  to  the  long  continued  displacement  of  the  uterus, 
the  fundus  was  disposed  to  fall  back  into  the  concavity  of 
the  sacrum.  A  properly  adjusted  Hodges  open  lever  pres- 
sary^  worn  until  the  tonicity  of  the   parts  AViis  restored,  re- 
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moved  this  difficulty.  The  operative  and  after  treatment 
in  this  case  accomplished  all  that  could  be  desired.  The 
uterus  now  measures  2-|  inches  and  the  pessary  is  not  need- 
ed to  keep  it  in  position.  I  have  reported  this  case  because 
of  the  infrec^uency  with  which  this  form  of  Hypertrophy  is 
met  with  in  our  rural  districts. 

In  an  active  professional  career  of  thirty  years,  with  no 
small  amount  of  Gynecological  practice,  ncithar  I  or  my 
friend,  Dr.  Summerell,  have  ever  been  called  upon  to  treat 
a  case  before.  Nor  do  I  remember  to  have  seen  a  case  re- 
ported \)\  any  physician  in  North  Carolina. 


CASE  II. — HYDROCELE  IN  THE  FEMALE, 

Maria  L.,  a  very  respectable  colored  woman,  of  Salisbur}', 
n.iarried,  aged  40,  four  months  advanced  in  her  twelfth  preg- 
nancy, consulted  me  on  the  2nd  March,  1.875,  for  a  tumor 
in  the  external  genitals.  The  history  of  her  case,  as  given, 
was  that  about  fourteen  years  ago  she  noticed  a  small  tumor 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  left  labium  anogus  about  the  size 
of  a  hickory  nut.  It  did  not  give  the  slightest  pain,  and 
on  firm  pres.-ure  would  disappear  for  a  short  time.  It  con- 
tinued to  enlarge  very  gradually  and  now  from  its  large 
size  alone  interferes  with  locomotion  and  prevents  the  dis- 
charge of  her  domestic  duties.  Hence  her  desire  to  be  re- 
lieved. 

An  examination  showed  a  large  tumor  somewhat  pyri- 
form  in  shape,  resembling  a  large  distended  scrotum,  with 
absence  of  the  penis,  in  the  male.  In  fact,  from  a  casual 
examination  of  the  parts,  it  would  not  have  been  possible 
to  say  to  which  sex  she  belonged,  so  completely  was  the 
vulva  covered  up.  From  the  absence  of  all  signs  of  in- 
flammation the  gradual  development  of  the  tumor  without 
pain  or  constitutional  excitement,  absence  of  resonance  on 
percussion  and  all  the  signs  of  Hernia  and  the  sense  of  flue- 


iOJf  MEmCAh  SOCIETY  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 


tuatioD,  my  diagnosis  was  that  very  rare  malady,  ^'Hydro- 
cele  in  the  Female."  My  friend,  Dr.  Suraraerell,  visited  the 
patient  with  me,  and  agreeing  in  the  diagnosis.  We  con- 
cluded on  account  of  her  pregnant  condition  to  perform  the 
palliative  operation  for  Hydrocele,  and  attempt  the  ohliter- 
ation  of  the  sac  by  methodical  bandaging.  I  drew  off  with 
a  hydrocele  trocar  nearly  fourteen  ounces  of  a  thin,  dark, 
turbid  liquid,  wiiich  after  standing  a  short  time  showed 
twelve  ounces  of  a  dark;  brown  fluid  exactly  like  that  seen 
in  cases  of  hydrocele  in  the  mole  of  long  standing.  Com- 
presses wet  in  a  solution  of  Mur.  Ammonia  in  Camphor 
water  (20  grs  to  the  oz.,)  were  applied,  and  a  firmly  adjust- 
ed figure  of  eight  bandage  over  them  to  be  renewed  daily 
for  two  weeks  constituted  the  treatment.  This  served  to 
■obliterate  the  sac,  and  the  tumor  has  not  returned.  The 
left  labium  is  now  a  very  little  thicker  than  the  right. 

The  literature  upon  this  form  of  disease  is  very  scanty. 
Vulpeaesays:  "Scarcely  any  attention  has  been  paid  to 
Hydrocele  in  woman  until  during  the  last  half  century," 
and  continues,  "  that  an  attentive  examination  of  the  prin- 
cipal sub-divisions  of  this  question  has  long  since  convinced' 
me  that  it  stood  in  need  of  further  investigation." 

Prof.  T.  G.  Thomas  says:  This  affection  is  one  of  such, 
variety  in  the  female  that  its  ver\' existence  iscoiiimonly  ig- 
nored and  mention  of  it  is  rarely  made  by  systematic  wri- 
ters." In  Chelies  System  of  Surgery,  South  has  the  follow- 
ing note,  when  writing  of  congenital  Hydrocele.  "  Closely 
resembling  hydrocele  of  the  vaginal  [)rocess  in  man  is  the 
congenital  hydrocele  in  woman,  in  which,  b^^  the  collection 
of  water  in  the  peritoneal  sheath  of  the  round  ligaments,  a 
swelling  is  formed  which  passes  through  the  inguinal  canal 
into  the  lower  part  of  the  labinm  pudendi,  and  is  at  first  re- 
turnable, but  afterwards  is  not  so." 

Gra3^  (Descriptive  and  Surgical  Anatomy,)  "  in  describ- 
ing the  anatomy  of  the  round  ligaments,  states  that  they 
are  enclosed  in  a   duplicature  of  peritoneum,  which  in  the 
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foetus  is  prolonged  in  the  form  of  a  tubular  process  for  a 
short  distance  into  the  inguinal  canal.  This  process  is  call- 
ed the  Canal  of  Nuck.  It  is  generally  obliterated  in  the 
adult  but  sometimes  remains  open  even-in  ad\'anced  life.  It 
is  analogous  to  the  peritoneal  pouch  which  accompanies  the 
descent  of  the  testis. 

Prof.  Thomas,  condensing  an  article  from  Cruvielhier 
Anatomy,  says,  these  ligaments  which  are  analogous  to  the 
spermatic  cord,  do  not  end  in  the  mons  veneris,  as  was  form- 
erl}^  supposed, but  passing  downwards  enter  the  labia  majora 
and  distribute  their  filaments  within  the  dartoidsacs,  which 
extend  like  glove  fingers  downwards  towards  the  fourchitte. 
When  the  Canal  of  Nuck  remains  open,  not  only  may  the 
intestines  descend,  but  even  the  ovaries  may  pass  down 
making  an  attempt  to  enter  the  darloid  sacs,  and  imitate 
the  entrance  of  the  male  testis  into  the  scrotum.  Cases  of 
hydrocele  of  the  round  ligaments  are  found  reported  by 
ScARPx\,  Desault,  Solle.mand,  and  others.  Scaxzoni  state.'^ 
that  "Bends  distinguishes  three  varieties  of  watery  tumors 
of  the  external  female  genitals,  which,  in  a  pathological  and 
anatomical  view,  correspond  to  hydrocele  in  man."  These 
are  a  diffuse  or  oederaatous  hydrocele,  the  seat  of  which  is 
in  the  inguinal  canal,  and  which  can  only  be  a  serous  infil- 
tration of  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  round  ligaments,  while 
congenital  or  peritoneal  hydrocele  is  formed  b}'  a  collection 
of  liquid  in  the  Canal  of  Nuck.  Finally,  the  encysted  hy- 
drocele in  which  the  liquid  is  contained  in  a  sac  entirely 
closed,  which  is  sometimes  a  simple  cyst  of  recent  formation, 
and  sometimes  is  the  result  of  a  prolongation  of  the  perito- 
neum, and  shows  itself  in  the  form  of  a  tumor  in  the  ingui- 
nal canal,  in  the  pubic  region,  or  in  the  labia  majora. 

I  have  only  seen  the  reports  of  three  cases  in  our  Medi- 
cal Journals.  One  by  Dr.  Bennett,  of  Danbury,  Conn.,  in 
the  iV.  F.  Medical  Record,  Novemlier,  1870.  One  by  Dr.  Hart, 
in  the  Amerimn  Journal  of  Obstetrics,  May  number,4871,  and 
the  other  bv  Dr.  Baxter,  of  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  in  the  Fol>- 
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ruary  number,  1875,  of  the  SoutJicni  Medical  Record.  Dr. 
Bennett  was  the  only  case  in  which  a  correct  diagnosis  was 
made  before  operating.  In  the  case  reported  by  Dr.  Hart, 
the  patient  was  operated  on  for  stranguhited  hernia.  Not- 
withstanding the  onl}^  s^^mptoms  of  incarcerated  hernia, 
was  a  tumor  situated  above  pouparts  ligament,  and  in  the 
(lirection  of  the  inguinal  canal,  and  the  pcdient  had  vomited 
once.  When  the  sac  was  laid  open,  after  Cjuite  a  formidable 
operation,  three  ounces  of  a  clear  limpid  fluid  spirted  out, 
resembling  hydrocele  fluid,  and  at  this  stage  of  the  opera- 
tion the  supposed  hernial  tumor  disappeared.  Dr.  Baxter 
first  diagnosed  hernia  and  attempted  a  reduction.  Failing 
and  the  tumor  giving  a  slight  sense  of  fluctuation,  he  made 
up  his  mind  that  it  was  -mi  abscess,  "  and  without  more 
ado,"  proceeded  to  open  it.  To  his  surprise  he  found  a 
serous  fluid  (instead  of  pus)  enveloped  in  a  sac.  He  never 
for  a  moment  suspecting  hydrocele,  or  allowing  it  to  enter 
into  his  differentiation. 

In  the  langu;5ge  of  Dr.  Bennett,  "  this  case  is  only  impor- 
tant from  its  rarit}^  and  the  fact  that  most  physicians  are 
not  aware  that  hydrocele  can  or  ever  does  occur  in  the  fe- 
male, and  my  object  in  reporting  it  is  not  to  record  any 
achievement  in  surgery,  but  to  call  the  attention  of  physi- 
cians to  this  subject,  and  thereby  prevent  mistakes  which 
mio-ht  be  attended  with  disastrous  results. 


CASE    III. — OPEKATION  FOR  FISTULA    IN  ANO    WITH    THE  ELAS- 
TIC   LIGATURE. 

In  the  month  of  INIarch,  1875,  I  operated  with  the  elastic 
ligature  on  a  very  delicate  young  lady  of  a  phthisical  famih% 
for  fistula  in  ano,  of  three  years  standing.  The  drain  and 
the  constant  annoyance  of  the  discharge  were  aflfecting 
seriously  her  general  health.  The  external  opening  was 
one  and  a  quarter  inch  from  the  verge  of  the  anus,  the  in- 
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ternal  just  above  the  external  splundcr  ani.  Introducing  an 
elastic  ligature  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  through 
the  track  of  the  fistula  with  i>n  eyed  probe,  slightly  curved, 
it  was  drawn  down,  well  stretched  and  securely  tied.  Bath- 
ing twice  a  day  with  cold  water  was  the  only  treatment 
directed.  On  the  Gth  day  the  ligature  came  awa}^,  and  in  a 
few  days  the  fistula  was  healed.  The  operation  gave  but 
little  pain,  not  requiring  an  ana3sthetic,  no  blood  was  lost; 
she  was  not  confined  to  her  bed,  the  suppuration  was  reduced 
to  a  minimum,  and  the  cure  was  rapid.  She  is  now  per- 
fectly well  and  in  better  health  than  for  years.  The  opera- 
tion certainl}^  has  all  the  advantages  over  the  knife  claimed 
for  it  by  Allingham  in  the  forty  cases  latel}'  reported  by 
him  in  the  Medical  Press  and  Circular. 


,         [E.] 
INSULATION  OF  BEDS  IN  RHEUMATISM. 


BY    J.    .T.    SUMMERELL.    M.    D.,    OF    SALISBURY,    N.    C. 


In  an  article  read  before  the  Central  Ohio  Medical  Society, 
and  published  in  the  Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical 
Reporter,  Jan.  16th,  1875,  Dr.  P.  M.  Wagenhals  gives  his 
experience  of  the  treatment  of  Rheumatism  by  insulating 
the  beds  of  his  patients.  Without  offering  any  explanation 
or  theory  as  to  the  modvs  O'pcramUoi  the  procedure,  he  gives 
a  flattering  account  of  the  result  of  the  treatment. 

He  asks  his  brother  physicians  to  make  trial  of  insula- 
tion and  report  the  result  of  it  in  their  hands.  So  I  report 
these  three  cases — the  only  ones  in  which  I  liave  insulated. 
rheumatic  patients,  which  lead  me  to  believe  that  the  treat- 
ment is  worthy  of  further  trial : 
7 
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CASE  I. 

Annie  C,  eiglit  years  old,  severe  att.ack  of  rheumatism  of 
the  joints  of  the  JOvver  extremities,  and  one  shoulder;  usual 
symptoms,  pain,  soreness,  restlessness,  swelling  of  the  joints, 
fever,  corded  pulse;  just  such  a  case  in  short  as  in  former 
days  would  have  been  bled  freely  without  hesitation.  I  saw 
iher  first  on  18th  Jan  ,  three  days  after  her  seizure.  I  gave 
a  full  mercurial  purge  to  relieve  her  bowels,  which  were 
confined,  and  put  her  upon  Avhat  is  called  the  alkaline 
treatment,  as  advocated  by  Dr.  Fuller,  with  opium  to  relieve 
pain  and  procure  sleep.  After  three  days  trealment  the  pa- 
tient was  in  every  particular  improved. 

At  this  time  I  read  Dr.  Wagenhal's  article  mentioned 
above,  and  determined  to  give  insulation  atrial  in  this  case, 
which  I  did  at  once  by  a  glass  tumbler  placed  under  each 
bed  post.  I  continued  the  other  treatment.  The  next  day 
there  was  quite  an  improvement  in  every  respect,  pulse  re- 
duced in  force  and  frequency,  less  pain  and  soreness,  and 
less  fever.  Continued  the  treatment  with  an  addition  of  ten 
grains  of  cjuinine,  in  three  doses  the  next  day,  three  hours 
apart. 

Two  days  after  this,  she  was  quite  comfortable  and  in 
seven  days  after  insulation  was  commenced,  she  was  able  to 
walk  about  the  house ;  and  her  convalescence  was  speedy 
and  satisfactory. 

CASE   II. 

W.  W.,  a  lad  of  12  years  old,  after mucli  exposure  to  cold 
and  fatigue  on  the  farm,  was  taken  Feb.  6th,  with  a  chill, 
followed  by  high  fever,  pain  and  tenderness  in  the  lower 
limbs  and  joints.  I  was  called  in  on  the  following  day  and 
found  him  with  all  the  symptoms  of  acute  rheumatic  fever. 
Ankles,  knees  and  one  hip  were  the  points  of  attack.  He 
could  not  be  moved  in  bed  without  suffering  excruciating 
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pain.  I  commenced  the  treatment  as  before,  and  insulated 
lii.s  bed  at  once.  Next  morning  medicine  bad  acted  freely, 
he  had  slept  after  the  exhibition  of  Dov.  Powder,  and  he 
was  decidedl}'  better  ;  could  move  his  joints  a  little  without 
pain.  In  forty-eight  hours  he  could  get  up  to  the  chamber- 
pot without  aid,  mid  all  rheumatism  disap[>€ared  in  a  few 
days  from  the  joints.  This  improvement  of  the  limbs  was 
followed  by  pain  in  the  region  of  the  bladder,  and  reten- 
tion of  urine,  which  was  relieved  by  the  catheter  for  three 
or  four  days,  wdien  the  pain  in  the  bladder  subsided, 
and  the  functions  of  that  o^gan  were  again  established. 
Tonics  and  mild  diuretics  and  diluents  constituted  the  after 
treatment.  There  was  however  no  pain  in  the  joints  after 
the  first  three  days  of  inmlation.  I  used  but  little  opium 
in  this  case,  as  it  did  not  act  well  with  him. 

CA«E   III. 

I  visited  on  the  >Srd  of  April,  in  the  country,  Mary  B., 
aged  14  years,,  with  acute  rheumatism  of  the  ankles  and 
knees.  Had  been  sick  four  days,  pain  and  some  swelling 
in  the  joints,  but  not  so  acute  as  the  other  two  cases  ;  pulse 
ninety  in  the  morning,  fever  pretty  high  in  the  evening.  I 
commenced  the  treatment,  as  before,  with  a  purgative,  fol- 
lowed by  Dov.  Powder  at  night ;  left  quinine  for  morning 
exhibition  for  two  days  ;  directed  the  joints  to  be  rubbed 
with  stimulating  anodyne  liniment,  at  the  same  time  insu>- 
lating  her  bed.  I  did  not  visit  this  jxitient  again.  In  three 
days  after  my  visit  the  father  came  to  my  office  and  report- 
ed her  much-better,  little  pain  in  the  joints,  had  missed  her 
■  evening  return  of  fever,  and  was  in  every  way  comfortable. 
I  continued  the  quinine  in  reduced  doses  for  three  or  four 
days,  directed  the  bowels  to  be  kepf  open,  and  a  Dov.  Pow- 
der at  night  if  necessary.  Her  father  told  me  afterwards 
she  was  up  about  the  house  in  a  week  after  my  visit. 

The  convalescence   in  all  three  cases  was  prompt,  and 
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the  result  so  much  more  satisfactory  than  usual,  in  such 
cases  that  it  looked  to  me  as  though  insulation  had  some- 
thing to  do  in  bringing  it  about.  But  as  to  the  why  and 
wherefore,  I  shall  leave  that  to  some  one  better  acquainted 
with  electrotherapeutics  than  I  am^-  hoping  that  in  due 
time  the  whole  action  of  electricity  may  be  made  plain  to- 
every  mind. 


I    REPORT    ALSO    A    CASE    OF  LOSS  OF  THE  SCROTUM    BY    PHLEG- 
MONOUS   ERYSIPELAS. 

During  the  winter  and  spring  just  past  we  had  more  cases 
of  erysipelas  than  usual,  and  some  of  great  severity.  Our 
chief  reliance  in  the  way  of  treatment  was  the  muriated 
tinct.  of  iron  in  doses  of  twenty  to  t!nrty  drops  every  four 
hours  with  the  liberal  use  o-f  sulph.  quinine.  Stimulants 
were  required  in  the  severe  cases,  and  mild  cathartics  and 
laxatives  to  keep  the  bowels  in  a  soluble  state.  Locally  we 
used  tinct.  iodine,  lard  and  cotton  finely  carded;  and  in 
mild  cases  liquid  cuticle  (etherial  solution  of  gun  cotton.) 

J.  K.,  a  pauper  at  the  poor  house  of  this  County,  aged  80 
years,  was  attacked  with  severe  erysipelas  of  the  scrotum  on 
^larch  9th,  after  remaining  in  a  mud  hole,  into  w^hich  he 
had  fallen,  for  an  hour  or  two.  He  was  taken  up,  almost 
frozen,  and  conveyed  to  a  house  nearby  where  he  remained 
six  days,  when  he  was  again  removed  to  the  poor  house. 
He  had  no  treatment  up  to  this  time.  I  found  him  ver}' 
weak,  pulse  small  and  the  scrotum  a  gangrenous  mass,  and 
tlie  line  of  separation  between  the  dead  and  living  tissues 
well  marked.  I  at  once  removed  the  whole  of  the  scrotum, 
and  ordered  poultices  of  red  oak  bark,  and  generous  and 
supporting  treatment.  In  a  few  days  the  whole  of  the  dead 
tissues  were  removed,  the  parts  cleaned  off  and  healthy 
granulations  sprung  freeh^  from  the  edges  of  the  dermoid 
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tissue,  and  the  dartos  surfaces  left  bare  by  the  slough.  Weak 
solution  of  carbolic  acid,  and  raild  stimulating  unguents, 
constituted  the  local  treatment ;  and  quinine,  iron,  whiskey 
and  a  plenty  of  nutritious  food,  the  general  and  constitu- 
tional treatment. 

Under  this  course  of  management  the  scrotum  was  repro- 
•  duced  sufficiently  to  cover  the  testicles,  and  the  patient  at 
this  time  is  cjuite  well,  and  the  condition  of  the  parts  satis- 
factory. 

A  similar  case  occured  in  my  practice  about  twenty'-lve 
years  ago  in  the  person  of  a  farmer,  55  or  GO  years  of  age.^  I 
was  then  r( datively  a  young  practitioner,  and  was  at  a  loss 
to  know  what  disposition  to  make  of  the  denuded  testicles 
dangling  loose  between  my  patient's  legs.  The  case  had 
rather  a  gloomy  look  so  far  as  the  preservation  of  these  im- 
portant organs  was  concerned,  and  the  operation  for  their 
removal  occurred  to  my  mind  as  a  procedure  that  might  be- 
come necessary.  I  was  conservative,  however,  and  waited 
to  see  what  would  happen,  and  was  abundantly  rewarded 
for  ray  patience.  For  soon  I  perceived  that  reparation  was 
going  on,  and  in  a  few  weeks,  my  patient's  testicles  were 
closed  in  by  a  scrotum,  and  though  of  rather  scant  pattern, 
it  has  answered  the  purpose  of  a  covering  with  a  small 
■amount  of  inconvenience  for  the  balance  of  life.  For  the 
"benefit  of  those  who  feel  any  curio3ity  to  know  how  the  in- 
crease of  the  family  was  influenced  by  the  loss  and  repro- 
duction of  tissue,  in  this  case,  I  state  tliat  the  wife  gave 
birth  to  two  children  afterwards,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but 
that  the  husband  was  the  father  of  them. 

I  report  these  two  cases  for  the  benefit  of  the  junior  mem- 
bers of  the  profession,  for  I  well  remember  how  my  first 
case  bothered  me,  and  how  anxious  I  was  as  to  the  safety  of 
my  patient's  testicles.  I  went  to  my  library  then  a  very 
-small  affair;  I  consulted  with  the  more  experienced  medical 
friends  I  met  with,  and  borrowed  any  books  from  them  that 
iiiight  throw  light  on  the  case.     I  found  nothing  to  suit  my 
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case.  Indeed,  at  that  day,  nothing  had  found  its  way  into- 
the  text-books  to  enlighten  the  young  practitioner,  and  even. 
to  this  day  the  treatises  on  surgery  and  medicine  are  not 
as  full  as  they  should  be  on  this  matter.  As  a  somewhat 
exhaustive  article  on  this  subject,.  I  refer  the  interested  reader 
to  the  November  number  of  New  York  Medical  Journal,  for 
1852,  prepared  and  published,  I  believe,  at  m}-  suggestion, 
by  my  friend,  Dr.  F.  D.  Lente,  of  Cold  Spring,.  N.  Y. 


F.] 


REMARKS  ON  TYPHOID   FEVER  AND   THE  COLD 

BATH. 


BY  THOS.  S.  DUFFY,  M.  D.,  OF  RUTHERFOEDTON,  N.  C. 


We  are  told  by  Plutarch  that  a  physician  named  Philotus,. 
in  an  argument  with  a  brother  of  the  profession,  silenced 
his  antagonist  with  the  following  sylogism :  "  There  are 
some  degrees  of  a  fever  in  which  cold  water  is  good  for  a 
man  ;  every  man  who  has  a  fever  has  it  in  some  degree  ; 
and  therefore  cold  water  is  good  for  every  man  in  a  fever."^ 

This  took  place  about  thirty  years  before  the  birth  of 
Christ,  and  is  one  of  the  earliest  intimations  we  have  that 
the  use  of  cold  water,  in  the  treatment  of  pyrexia,  was- 
known  to  the  ancients.  Of  late  years  the  attention  of  the- 
profession  has  been  called  to  it  by  able  men  in  Europe  and 
America,  and  it  is  likely,  from  the  weight  of  evidence  in  its^ 
favor,  to  become  an  e&tablished  practice.  I  was  first  led  to 
a  favorable  opinion  of  the  cold  bath  in  fever,  b}^  personal 
experience.  When  a  resident  of  Newbern,  a  few  years 
before  I  became  a  member  of  the  profession,  I  axtis  peculiarly 
susceptible  of  malarious  impressions,  and  had  several  attacks- 
of  bilious  remittent  fever.  But  during  the  last  year  of  my 
residence,  I  adopted,  the  practice  of  taking  the  cold  sliower 
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bath  every  morning  and  evening,  with  the  effect  of  securing 
a  complete  immunity  from  this  disease.  In  1845,  when  it 
was  still  tlie  custom  to  send  the  farm  products  of  liutlicrford 
to  the  malarious  districts  of  South  Carolina,  for  sale  ,  inter- 
mittent fever  was  occasionally  contracted  and  was  often 
found  difficult  of  removal;  but  with  full  doses  of  quinine 
and  the  shower  bath,  an  hour  before  the  expected  pai*oxysm> 
I  never  failed  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  invasion.  The 
patient  stood  in  a  tub,  having  hot  water  in  it,  while  receiv- 
ing the  shower,  and  on  being  removed  to  bed,  was  surroun- 
ded with  artificial  heat.  I  have  used  the  remed}'  in  the 
various  typhoid  epidemics  of  the  last  twenty-five  years,  and 
with  such  success  as  leaves  me  in  no  doubt  as  to  its  value. 
In  September,  1855,  I  was  called  by  General  Leventhorpe 
to  a  consultation  with  the  attendant  physician  in  a  case  of 
typhoid  fever,  occurring  in  a  large  athletic  negro,  aged 
thirty.  He  had  been  ill  for  three  weeks ;  venajsection  had 
been  practiced  twice,  the  abdomen  blistered,  and  calomel 
given,  ineffectual!}',  wUh  a  view  to  salivation.  I  found,  on 
examination,  a  strong,  quick,  throbbing  pulse,  parched 
mouth,  the  tongue  trembling  when  protruded,  subsultus  ten-- 
dinum,  and  that  peculiar  temperature  of  the  surface  well 
described  as  ccdm-  mordax.  How  these  formidable  symptoms 
were  to  be  combatted  was  now  the  question.  Another 
blood-letting  was  proposed,  and  it  was  considered  as  essen- 
tial that  ptyalism  should  be  induced.  The  custom  of  the 
da}'^  would  have  justified  these  measures.  My  experience 
had  taught  me  that  there  was  another  way  by  which  the 
hearts  action  could  be  reduced  and  the  temperature  lowered. 
I  proposed  the  cold  bath,  and  after  some  discussion,  it  was 
decided  to  give  it  a  trial.  A  pail  of  water  was  brought  fresh 
frcm  the  well,  and  the  patient,  naked,  placed  in  a  chair.  I 
stood  a  few  yards  distant,  dipped  a  tumblerful  of  water  from 
the  bucket  and  threw  it  with  force  on  the  chest.  I  contin- 
ued to  throw  the  water  over  him  in  all  directions,  pausing 
every  now  and  then  to  observe  the  effect,  till  the  measure 
was  exhausted. 
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During  the  process  he  became  thirsty  and  drank  cold 
water  twice ;  the  pulse  came  down  to  a  moderate  beat ;  the 
surface  became  cool,  saliva  flowed  into  the  mouth,  and  he 
expressed  himself  as  feeling  greatly  relieved. 

The  bath  was  repeated  in  three  days  with  benefit.  He 
had  taken  a  great  deal  of  medicine  during  tlie  first  period 
of  his  illness,  and  little  was  needed  now.  Cooling  beverages, 
light  diet,  quinine  and  mild  aperients  when  required,  con- 
stituted his  treatment.  Convalescence  took  place  about  the 
thirty-fifth  day. 

The  epidemic  of  1874  afforded  many  cases  of  interest ; 
among  these  may  be  first  mentioned  the  case  of  Mrs.  D., 
aged  52,  of  Henderson  county,  whom  I  visited  on  the  Sth 
of  June.  She  had  been  more  than  three  weeks  confined  to 
bed.  On  examination  at  5  P.  Al.,  the  temperature  was 
found  to  be  103|  degrees  fahrenheit,  pulse  92,  respirations 
30,  An  hour  later,  while  I  was  conferring  with  Doctor 
Allen,  the  physician  in  att<  ndance,  a  violent  paroxysm 
came  on  ;  the  upper  and  lower  limbs  were  painfully  cramped ; 
there  was  coldness  and  shivering,  nausea  and  hurried  breath- 
jng.  The  free  use  of  stimula''its  and  morphine,  active  fric- 
tion of  the  extremities,  mustard  to  the  abdomen,  and  the 
external  application  of  heat  relieved  her  from  this  condition. 
Quinine,  wine  and  soup  were  given  in  such  doses  as  could 
be  borne,  but  next  da}'  there  was  a  recurrence  of  the  par- 
oxysm. 

June  10th,  8  A.  M.,  temperature  103  degrees,  pulse  88, 
tongue  brown  and  dry.  After  regulating  the  treatment. 
Doctor  Allen  returned  to  the  village,  and  I  also  proceeded 
homeward,  but  had  not  gone  far  till  I  was  recalled  by  a 
hasty  message.  I  found  the  patient  in  another  paroxysm. 
Hot  applications,  frictions  and  stimulants  once  more  pro- 
duced reaction,  followed  by  extreme  prostration.  At  this 
time  the  thermometer  in  the  shade  indicated  a  temperature 
of  88  degrees  fahrenheit,  yet  it  was  impossible  to  take  off 
any  of  the  redundant  bed   clothing,  owing  to  an  extreme 
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sensitiveness  to  cold,  amounting  to  hypemesthesis.  A  bad 
day  was  passed.  I  considered  tlie  case  carefully,  knowing 
that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  remain  another  day.  and  at 
the  same  time  feeling  how  unsatisftictory  it  would  be,  after 
coming  so  far,  to  return  home  without  giving  relief. 

At  9  P.  M.  the  prospect  had  not  improved,  temperature 
103|,  extreme  sensitiveness  to  cold,  with  a  disposition  to 
keep  too  warmly  covered  although  perspiring.  It  was  evi- 
dent that  this  condition  could  not  continue  with  .safety  ;  a 
change  was  necessary  and  the  cold  bath  was  resolved  on. 
Owing  to  extreme  debility,  it  was  advisable  to  draw  as  little 
on  the  strength  as  possible.  The  underclothes  were  removed 
by  cutting  them  open.  .  The  patient  was  directed  to  remain 
passive.  Blankets  folded,  were  laid  on  the  floor  ;  on  these 
she  was  carefully  placed,  the  head  resting  on  a  pillow.  A 
pail  of  water  fresh  from  the  spring  was  ready  at  hand.  This 
was  alternately  dashed  and  poured  from  a  height  over  her, 
pausing  at  intervals  to  enquire  how  the  o|)eration  was  borne. 
In  the  meantime  the  bed  on  which  she  had  lain  for  weeks 
was  carried  out  of  the  room,  and  a  fresh,  well  dried  one  put 
in  its  place. 

It  was  a  matter  of  surprise  to  ever}^  one  how  well  the 
shock  of  the  bath  was  sustained.  When  sufficiently  cooled, 
.she  was  lightly  dried  and  put  back  in  bed.  By  next  morn- 
ing improvement  had  commenced,  and  she  remarked  tliat 
last  night's  rest  was  the  best  she  had  had  since  her  illness. 
The  temperature  had  fallen  to  102  degrees,  pulse  84,  and 
there  was  a  slight  dispo.sition  to  take  nourishment.  The 
paroxysms  did  not  return.  Quinine,  in  tonic  doses,  was 
prescribed,  Avitii  wine,  soup,  milk,  and  any  other  nutriment, 
of  a  light  character,  thnt  might  be  desired.  Convalescence 
was  slowly  established,  but  it  was  many  weeks  before  the 
power  of  locomotion  returned. 

This  lady  consulted  me  in  March  last  in  regard  to  tape 
worm,  fragments  of  which  she  had  recently  and  for  the  first 
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time  voided.  May  not  this  throw  some  light  on  the  aliom- 
aloiis  sjanptoms  that  complicated  the  typhoid  attack? 

Eight  cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  in  the  family  of 
John  E.  M.,  a  resident  of  the  town.  The  first,  a  daughter, 
aged  18,  after  a  violent  illness,  died  on  the  eleventh  day.  I 
had  not  an  opportunity  of  seeing  this  case.  The  otliers 
were  affected  in  various  degrees  of  intensity,  and  all  lying 
sick  under  the  same  roof,  at  the  same  time,  formed  an  inter- 
esting group.  It  would  be  tedious  to  give  a  detailed  account 
of  the  treatment  adopted  with  these.  I  shall  consider  it 
sufficient  to  note  the  most  prominent  symptoms,  and  the 
remedy  that  appeared  to  have  greatest  weight  in  the  several 
cases.  Calomel  had  been  given  freely  before  I  saw  them, 
rendering  the  further  use  of  this  drug  unnecessary'. 

The  father,  aged  47,  was  taken  ill  on  the  11th  of  July.  I 
saw  him  for  the  first  time  on  the  22d,  at  11  P.  M.,  in  con- 
sultation with  Doctors  Craton  and  Harris.  Theie  was 
great  nervous  dullness  and  apathy,  temperature  103  degrees 
lahrenheit,  pulse  84.  He  was  at  once  placed  in  a  chair  and 
water,  at  a  temperature  of  60  degrees  falirenheit,  dashed  and 
poured  over  him  in  the  way  already  described.  By  next 
day  there  was  an  increase  of  nervous  energy,  and  the  tem- 
perature had  fallen  to  101  degrees.  The  bath  was  not  re- 
peated. Quinine,  wine  and  nourishment,  with  an  occasional 
aperient,  bore  him  safely  along  to  convalescence,  which  took 
place  about  the  28th  day,  but  it  was  many  weeks  before  he 
could  go  abroad. 

The  eldest  son,  a  tall,  vigorous  j'oung  man,  aged  21,  was 
the  next  case.  I  saw  him  on  the  fourth  day.  He  had  been 
treated  with  mercurial  medicines,  and  the  bowels  had  been 
well  acted  on  by  purgatives.  On  the  24th  of  July,  at  8  A- 
M.,  his  temperature  was  103,  pulse  110.  The  cold  bath  was 
given,  by  immersion,  in  a  large  metalic  bathing  vessel  on 
this  and  the  two  following  days,  but  he  continued  to  grow 
worse.  On  the  27th,  quinine  was  given  in  ten  grain  doses 
ever}''  four  hours,  with  the  effect  of  reducing  the  temperature 
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to  102|^,  and  the  pulse  to  86.  On  the  28th,  tlie  quinine  was 
continued,  the  temperature  fulling  to  \^\\  and  the  pulse  to> 
84.  On  the  29th  there  was  another  change;  temperature 
103|,  pulse  84,  with  three  intermissions,  respirations  31,  face 
flushed;  delirium.  He  had  not  slept  in  the  last  twenty- 
four  hours ;  had  been  violent  in  the  night;  called  for  his 
pistol  and  attempted  to  force  his  way  out  of  the  room.  The 
quhiine  was  now  discontinued,  and  half  an  ounce  of  French 
brandy  given  evefy  four  hours,  strong  soup  given  in  the 
intervals.  30th,  0  A.  M.  Temperature  103J,  pulse  92;  had 
tl'ree  actions  on  the  bowels  in  the  night;  the  face  is  less 
flushed  and  he  is  rational.  31st,  8  A,  M.  Temperature  102|, 
pulse  84  ;  has  been  sleeping,  and  is  decidedly  improved. 

Maderia  wine  was  now  substituted  for  the  brandy,  and 
much  attention  given  to  sustenance. 

Several  changes  occurred  after  this,  the  temperature  ofteD 
rising  to  103  and  beyond,  but  always  under  control  with 
the  cold  bath.  Strength  was  rapidly  regained  after  conva- 
lescence, which  took  place  the  28th  day. 

The  case  of  Adolphus,  aged  10,  was  very  obstinate ;  the 
cold  bath  had  little  eff'ect ;  temperature  104,  with  catarrh 
and  mucus  roele.  The  eff'ectual  remedy  in  this  case  Avas 
tartar  emetic;  two  grains  in  two  ounces  of  water;  a  tea- 
spoonful  every  hour  in  a  third  of  a  wineglass  of  water,  till 
the  stomach  became  sick,  and  he  threw  up;  then  discon- 
ueJ  the  remedy  till  next  day.  The  fever  went  down  under 
this  treatment,  in  conjunction  with  the  tepid  bath,  and  con- 
valescence followed  on  the  28th  day. 

James,  aged  IG,  temperature  103J,  was  greatly  benefitted 
by  the  cold  immei'sion  bath,  which  was  given  every  day  for 
ten  days,  sometimes  twice  a  day  ;  quinine,  wine  and  soup. 
Convalesence  28th  day. 

Annie,  aged  13.  Temperature  102.  Treated  with  the 
cold  bath,  quinine,  wine  and  soup.  Recovery  on  the  21st 
day. 

Mattie,   aged    14 ;  a    very   grave   case,   the   temperature 
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ranging  from  103  to  105|-,  low  delirium  ;  debility.  The 
€old  immersion  bath  was  given  on  several  occasion.3 ;  qui- 
nine and  soup  by  enema;  wine  every  four  hours;  no  favor- 
able turn  up  to  the  twenty -first  day.  On  this  day  the  tem- 
perature "was  105|  at  10  P.  M.  She  was  lifted  out  of  bed 
and  placed  in  a  cold  bath  for  twenty  minut:es.  On  being 
returned  to  bed  she  gave  indications  of  collapse.  The  great- 
est vigilance  was  required  to  prevent  a  fatality.  Blankets 
-were  spread  over  her,  jugs  filled  with  hot  water  applied  to 
her  feet ;  bottles  filled  with  hot  water,  held  by  an  attendant, 
in  the  hands,  and  artificial  heat  applied  at  the  spine  and 
wherever  else  it  was  available;  win^e  was  given  frequently, 
a  little  at  a  time.  At  length  reaction  slowly  set  in,  warmth 
returned,  the  superfluous  covering  •was  gradually  removed, 
and  she  rested  well  through  the  night.  At  8  A.  M.  next 
<lay  the  temperature  had  falten  to  102  ;  there  was  some  ap- 
petite, and  the  delirium  had  left  her.  Convalescence  in  this 
■case  was  protracted  bej'ond  the  35th  day,  and  it  was  more 
than  two  weeks  later  before  there  was  ability  to  walk. 

Ada,  aged  10,  th-e  last  case.  Temperature,  when  first  seen, 
i 03  degrees.  There  was  no  untoward  symptom.  One  do^ 
•of  calomel  and  one  emetic,  at  the  beginning,  were  given, 
then  quinine,  and  later  wine.  The  cold  bath  was  not  used 
in  this  case.     Convalescence  took  place  on  the  21st  day. 

The  case  of  Julia,  aged  11.  She  had  been  complaining 
several  days  before  I  saw  her.  November  13th,  temperature 
105.  Two  emetics  and  two  doses  of  calomel  were  given. 
On  the  15th  and  18th  she  was  immersed  in  the  cold  bath, 
but  without  improvement  She  continued  sleepless  and 
restless,  with  occasional  low  delirium.  On  the  20th,  at  8  P. 
M.,  the  temperature  had  risen  to  lOG  degrees.  I  had  a  chair 
placed  in  the  bathing  tub  and  she  was  seated  in  it.  Water, 
at  a  temperature  of  60  degrees,  fresh  from  the  well,  was 
repeatedly  dashed  over  her,  till  no  shock  was  felt ;  then  it 
was  slowly  and  at  proper  intervals  poured  over  her,  a 
Jittle  at  a  time^  till  she  was  thoroughly  cooled.     Five  grains 
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of  quinine  were  given  every  tliree  hours  through  the  night. 
By  next  mo-rning  the  temperature  had  fallen  to  100.  There 
was  no  further  trouble,  and  under  the  usual  supporting 
treatment  she  convalesced  by  the  21st  day. 

In  tlie  account  of  these  cases  I  have,  as  much  as  possible, 
avoided  prolixity,  and  consecjuently,  many  minute  and  im- 
portant matters  in  the  treatment  have  been  left  out.  My 
object  has  been  to  give  prominence  to  the  cold  bath  as  a 
remedial  agent,  which,  when  well  timed,  and  properly  used, 
has  no  equal  in  removing  the  morbid  conditions  consequent 
on  excessive  temperature.  I  prefer  exhibiting  it  in  the 
manner  I  have  described,  the  shock  coming  first  with  ner- 
vous reaction,  then  the  pouring  process  carried  far  enough 
to  dissipate  all  saperfluous  heat. 

It  is  best  not  to  use  the  cold  bath  at  the  beginning ;  de- 
pletion, to  some  extent,  is  first  necessary.  The  upper  pas- 
sages are  geVierall}'  loaded  with  vitiated  secretions  from  the 
liver  and  neighboring  organs  ;  hence  emetics  do  much  good, 
I  usually  commence  with  tartarized  anatomy,  three  grains 
dissolved  in  half  a  pint  of  cold  water,  the  whole  taken  at 
one  draught.  As  there  is  commonly  thirst,  this  large  drink 
is  not  objected  to.  Later  in  the  attack  I  u.se  ipecac  when- 
ever there  is  oppression  with  hurried  breathing,  or  ill-defined 
uneasy  sensations  about  the  stomach  or  bowels.  Under 
these  conditions,  in  the  epidemic  of  last  year,  bile  in  iiicred- 
ible  quantities  was  voided  ;  in  some  cases  the  system  seemed 
to  be  literally  flooded  with  it,  while  in  others  the  i)henom- 
enon  was  not  observed. 

Calomel  may  be  prescribed  with  discretion,  during  the 
first  week,  when  there  is  only  essential  disease  to  contend 
with.  My  experience  satisfies  me  that  recovery  is  more  as- 
sured where  this  medicine  has  been  administered,  under 
proper  restrictions,  than  where  it  has  been  wholly  omitted. 
It  has  great  effect  in  controlling  the  functional  disturbances 
of  the  first  period  of  fever,  but  later  it  is  inefficacious,  and 
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in  the  latter  stages,  when  secondary  inflammations  have 
been  set  up  it  is  in  the  highest  degree  pernicious. 

The  cold  bath  may  be  given  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day, 
and  repeated  as  occasion  requires,  followed  or  supported  by 
quinine,  that  other  great  antagonist  of  hyperpyrexia. 

These  observations  properly  terminate  here,  as  it  would 
be  inconsistent  with  the  plan  of  this  article  to  pursue  the 
question  of  the  general  treatment  of  fever  beyond  the  point 
arrived  at. 


LG.] 


A  CASE  OF   STRYCHNINE   POISONING,  WITH  RE- 
COVERY. 


BY    L.    JULTEN    PICOT,    M.    D.,    LITTLETON,    N.    C. 

Upon  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  March,  1875, 1  was  called 
liurrisdly  to  see  Mr.  R.  H.  M.  The  messenger  said  he  had 
come  only  to  satisf}^  his  wife,  and  thought  it  would  be  use- 
less  to  go  to  see  liim,  as  he  would  be  dead  before  I  could 
reach  his  house,  which  was  three  miles  distant.  I  started 
at  once  and  rode  rapidly  all  the  way,  I  was  met  at  the 
gate  by  one  of  the  family  who  said  Mr.  M.  was  dying.  I 
found  him  in  terrible  convulsions.  His  head  was  drawn 
down  between  the  knees,  the  thighs  were  flexed  upon  the 
abdonaen,  the  legs  iipon  the  thighs.  The  muscles  all  over 
the  body  were  knotted,  and  felt  almost  as  hard  and  resistant 
as  wood.  The  Upper  lip  was  curled  to  the  nose,  while  the 
lower  one  was  drawn  to  the  chin.  The  face  presented  a 
horrible  grinning  appearance,  unlike  anything  I  had  ever 
seen  before.  He  showed  no  sign  of  consciousness,  and  ut- 
tered a  peculiar  groaning,  which  sounded  something  like  a 
person  trving  to  vomit.  Large  beads  of  cold  sweat  covered 
the  forehead.     The  entire  body  felt  cold  and  clammy.     He 
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had  been  in  this  condition  for  about  an  hour.  I  did  not 
know  what  was  the  matter.  Tetanus,  Hydrophobia  and 
Strychnine  presented  themselves  to  my  mind  in  rapid  suc- 
cession, but  I  had  no  time  to  compare  the  point  of  diagnosis. 
I  knew  tliat  his  pain  must  be  intense,  and  it  was  m}'  first 
duty  to  relieve  it.  The  importunities  of  his  wife  were  dis- 
tressing. I  gave  him  a  hypodermic  injection  of  three  grain? 
of  morphia,  which  was  already  weighed  in  one  quarter  grain 
doses,  ready  for  use.  This,  in  a  few  minutes,  perceptibly 
diminished  the  frequency  of  the  convulsions,  but  not  their 
violence.  In  one  of  the  intervals  between  the  convulsions 
he  whispered — poison  !  This  was  the  first  time  he  had 
spoken.  I  was  satisfied  then  that  it  was  strychnine.  Think- 
ing it  probable  that  some  of  the  poison  was  still  in  the 
stomach,  I  gave  him  at  once  an  emetic  of  warm  salt  water, 
mustard  and  ipecac.  Before  he  vomited  I  gave  him  another 
hypodermic  injection  of  two  grains  of  morphia.  In  about  five 
minutes  after  this  he  vomited  freely,  and  the  pain  and  con- 
vulsions gradually  ceased.  I  then  gave  him  the  whites  of 
a  dozen  raw  eggs.  I  now  commenced  a  search  for  the 
strychnine,  which  was  found  in  his  pantaloons  pocket.  It 
w^as  in  a  one-eighth  ounce  bottle  marked  "Strychnine," 
with  the  usual  "  crossbones  and  skull."  About  one-sixth  of 
it  was  gone.  I  left  him  a  grain  of  opium  to  be  taken  every 
hour  until  he  should  go  to  sleep.  I  ordered  him  to  be  fed 
on  the  whites  of  eggs,  milk  and  cream  exclusively.  I  called 
next  day  and  found  him  weak,  with  his  stomach  excessively 
irritable.  I  prescribed  Bismuth  Sub.  Nit.,  which  relieved 
it.  There  was  some  muscular  twitching  after  this  for  a  few 
days,  but  no  other  sign  of  the  strychnine  poisoning. 
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CHILBLAINS. 


BY    W.    T.    ENNETT,  M.    D. 


On  the  morning  of  Feb.  8th,  I  was  called  hurriedly  to  see 
a  patient ;  the  messenger  saying,  at  the  same  time,  it  was 
useless  for  me  to  go,  as  the  patient  would  be  dead  before  I 
reached  the  liouse,  it  being  about  seven  miles,  but  to  satisfy 
the  fainily  he  insisted  on  m}^  going.  On  reaching  the  house 
I  found  a  bright  little  boy  of  two  and  a  half  years  sitting 
'  in  his  father's  lap.  On  questioning  the  family,  I  found  the 
history  of  the  case  to  be  as  follows,  viz  : 

Late  in  the  afternoon,  of  Feb.  7th,  the  father  rode  out.  He 
was  in  the  habit  of  taking  his  little  son  with  him,  but  this 
time  he  thought  it  too  cold,  and  left  him.  Little  George 
finding  his  father  gone  put  off  to  find  him,  he  missed  the 
I'oad  and  strolled  into  the  woods.  His  mother  thinking  he 
was  witii  his  fatlier  thought  nothing  of  the  child's  absence, 
until  about  dark,  when  the  father  returned  without  him, 
not  having  seen  him  at  all.  The  alarm  was  immediately 
given,  searches  made,  fires  built  over  the  woods,  but  to  no 
purpose  ;  next  morning,  about  9  o'clock,  one  of  the  parties 
had  his  calls  answered  by  little  George,  who  jumped  up  and 
asked  where  was  his  papa.  His  bed  was  in  a  low,  damp 
new  ground,  with  the  undergrowth  all  cut  down  ;  his  shoes 
and  stockings  frozen  perfectly  stiff,  and  his  dress  like  ice. 
He  was  brought  to  the  house  and  I  sent  for. 

On  examination,  I  found  the  lower  extremeties  very  much 
swollen,  the  joints  anchylosed,  as  it  were,  his  hands  and 
arms  swollen,  but  not  to  the  extent  of  his  feet  and  legs,  his 
little  ears  were  like  icicles,  but  notwithstanding  his  condi- 
tion he  was  bright,  ready  to  eat  his  breakfast,  and  was  very 
sensitive  to  the  touch.  If  you  remember,  that  was  the  cold- 
est night  of  the  season,  and  the  coldest  that  had  ever  been 
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seen  by  our  oldest  citizens.  Little  George  was  thinly  clad, 
short  dresses,  but  had  a  flannel  waist  next  to  his  skin.  I 
ordered  him  undressed,  and  the  only  noticeable  feature  was, 
the  redness  of  his  entire  bod}-,  looked  as  if  though  he  had 
been  subjected  to  the  heat  of  the  hottest  fire.  I  had  him 
saturated  with  a  mixture  of  carbolic  acid  and  glycerine  ; 
ordered  quinine  regularly  three  times  daily,  to  keep  his 
bowels  regular,  with  a  little  oil,  and  left  him,  promising  to 
come  again,  if  I  could  ;  I  would  not  giye  a  prognosis  until 
reaction  could  take  {)lace.  I  heard  from  the  child  eyery 
day,  improving  all  the  time.  The  only  inconyenience  it 
gaye  him  he  could  not  use  his  limbs  at  first,  but  in  one  week, 
he  had  as  good  use  of  them  as  eyer ;  he  had  no  fever  from 
the  first,  no  pneumonia,  and  not  even  to  a  common  cold, 
and  something  more  remarkable  to  me  is,  that  neither  the 
toes,  fingers  or  ears  skinned,  or  sloughed,  nor  had  he  any 
eruption  on  any  part  of  the  body. 


LI] 


REPORT  OF  A  CASE  OF  SYPHILITICS  LESION  OF 
THE  BRAIN. 


BY  FRANCIS  DUFFY,  M.  D.,  OF  NEWBERN,  N.  C. 


The  following  case  is  reported  as  an  illustration  of  the 
obscurity  of  many  cases  of  that  wide  spread  malady  syphi- 
lis as  well  as  of  the  difficulties  encountered  in  the  diagnosis 
of  such  cases. 

G.  W.  B.,  a  colored  man,  aged  38  years  ;  occupation,  bar- 
tender ;  while  at  his  business,  was  suddenl}'  seized  with  a 
convulsion,  fell  and  remained  unconscious  some  minutes. 
He  was  taken  to  his  house  and  was  able  to  walk  in  with 
some  assistance.      He  continued  to  have  convulsions  at  in- 
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tervals  of  two  or  three  hours  of  an  epileptiform  character, 
seizure  being  suddf-n,  muscular  n:iovements  violent,  head 
bent  backward.  There  was  no  biting  of  the  tongue,  no  vio- 
lent scream,  no  frothing  at  the  mouth,  but  some  noise,  a 
sudden  gasji,  succeeded  by  others  less  noisy.  He  was  com- 
pletely unconscious,  remaining  so  from  half  an  hour  to  an 
hour,  during  which  time  he  was  bathed  in  perspiration.  He 
would  regain  his  consciousness  sufficiently  to  answer  ques- 
tions, and  express  his  wishes  imperfectly,  but  at  best  his 
faculties  were  benumbed. 

After  about  three  days,  convulsions  ceased.  About  this 
time,  decided  dullness  and  bronchial  breathing  were  observ- 
ed over  a  part  of  the  right  lung,  althougfi  up  to  that  time, 
there  was  no  cough,  and  in  fact  nothing  which  led  me  to 
suspect  lung  trouble.  Later  there  was  cough,  bronchial  rales 
and  a  tough  yellowish  pneumonic  expectoration.  Notwith- 
standing the  cessation  of  convulsions,  and  afterwards  the 
partial  clearing  up  of  his  consolidated  lung,  he  continued 
to  grow  worse,  pulse  more  feeble,  and  frequent  rising  from 
120  (when  first  seen)  to  140  per  minute.  Temperature,  at 
first  visit,  w^as  above  100  degrees,  and  continued  to  rise,  but 
was  not  observed  to  be  higher  at  any  time  than  103  degrees^ 

Throughout  the  course  of  his  illness  he  passed  his  urine 
and  foeces,  for  the  most  part,  involuntarily^  especially  as  re- 
gards the  act  of  urination. 

On  the  ninth  day  after  his  confinement  to  bed,  and  fifth 
after  the  cessation  of  convulsions,  he  died,  I  succeeded  in 
getting  the  consent  of  his  friends  to  a  partial  post  mortem 
examination,  which  was  made.  Drs.  J.  B.  Hughes,  G.  S. 
Attmore  and  Charles  Duffy,  Jr.,  being  present,  the  lesion 
causing  his  death  was,  as  will  be  seen,  satisfactorily  ascer- 
tained. 

The  following  history  of  this  case  was  obtained  from  dif- 
ferent members  of  his  family,  and  is  probably  not  very  ac- 
curate and  certainly  not  full.  About  five  years  ago  he  was 
seized  with  ^convulsions,  similar  to  those  of  his  last  attack, 
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which,  with  intermissions  of  varying  duration,  continued 
about  forty-eight  hours.  After  the  cessation  of  convulsions 
he  was  at  this  time  confined  to  bed  about  two  weeks,  after 
which  he  resumed  his  busiiic  s.  He  had  other  convulsions 
at  other  times,  Imving  had  two  about  two  weeks  before  the 
sei-zure  which  terminat'ed  fatally,  but  was  not  confined  to 
bed  on  account  of  tliese.  About  two  years  ago  he  had  an 
ulcerated  sore  throat  which  Wi\s  very  intractable.  It  was 
believed  by  Dr.  Charles  Duffy  (who  treated  the  case)  to  be 
syphilitic.  He  was  treated  with  iodide  of  potassium,  and 
with  that  drug  combined  with  the  bichloride  of  mercury, 
still  the  ulcer  di<l  not  get  well  for  a  long  time.  The  tonsils 
were  excavated  and  soft  palate  destroyed.  There  were  no 
other  appearances  indicating  syphilis,  and  he  strenuously 
denied  having  had  venereal  disease,  except  that  he  had 
once  had  a  "running"  from  his  urethra,  but  had  never 
had  a  bubo.  His  gums  were  swollen  and  spongy  and  teeth 
loose.  He  had  taken  a  considerable  quantity  of  mercury 
when  the  remedy  was  more  fashionable  than  at  present,  but 
it  did  not  appear  that  be  had  ever  taken  it  continuously  or 
systematically,  or  tliat  his  physicians  had  suspected  syphi- 
lis. He  had  been  married  about  fifteen  years  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  His  wife  is  healthy,  has  never  had  a  miscarriage, 
has  had  five  children  at  irregular  intervals.  The  first  one 
of  these  died  of  "  Headfall  "  a  few  days  after  its  birth  ;  the 
others  seem  robust.  One  has  had  a  "  breaking  out,"  wdiich 
has  disappeared.  This  one  and  another  have  had  enlarged 
glands  about  th-e  neck.  It  is  well  to  remark  that  there  seems 
to  be  some  admixture  of  the  blood  of  the  white  race  with 
this  family,  as  enlarged  glands  so  often  occur  in  such  cases. 
There  are  now  no  appearances  of  hereditary  syphilis  among 
the  children. 

The  patient  had  been  troubled  with  a  discharge  from  the 
ear  sometime  before  I  saw  him,  and  his  hearing  was  im- 
paired. It  was  impracticable  to  examine  the  drum, 
owing  to  the  deficiency  of  light,  great  iuipatience  on  being 
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examined  in  any  way,  and  necessity  of  keeping  him  quiet. 
He  had  frequently  of  late  complained  of  pain  in  the  head, 
and  especially  at  night.  His  fomily  history  did  not  present 
any  case  of  convulsions  or  of  diathetic  or  hereditary  disease. 

With  such  a  history  the  diagnosis  could  not  be  clear, 
however  we  decided  that  it  was  most  likely  a  case  of  syphi- 
litic brain  lesion,  and  accordingly  treated  him  on  that  hy- 
pothesis, the  correctness  of  which,  it  is  believed,  was  demon- 
strated by  the  post  mortem  examination. 

On  making  a  transverse  incision  across  the  vertex,  and 
reflecting  the  scalp  anteriorily  and  posteriori!}',  three  red- 
dish eroded  spots  were  visible,  one  on  the  frontal  bone,  one 
on  the  occiput,  and  one  on  the  right  parietal  bone.  There 
was  a  slight  thickening  of  the  periosteum,  over  the  caries- 
spots  on  the  parietal  and  occipital  bones,  the  caries  being 
superficial.  While  on  the  frontal  bone,  about  the  middle 
line,  the  curies  had  entirely  perforated  the  skull.  This 
lesion  presented  externally  a  small  cup-shaped  depression 
about  a  third  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  so  shallow  as  not  to 
have  been  observed  until  the  scalp  was  reflected.  On  re- 
moving the  calvarium,  the  anterior  lobes  of  the  cerebrum 
were  found  considerably  eroded  on  each  side  of  the  longi- 
tudinal fissure,  (chiefly  on  the  right,)  at  the  point  corres- 
ponding to  the  carious  perforation,  but  of  much  greater 
extent,  being  about  one  and  a  half  inches  in  diameter,  and 
one-quarter  of  an  inch  deep,  and  covered  with  pus.  There 
was  no  undue  amount  of  serum  in  the  arachnoid  cavity  or 
ventricles.  The  vessels  of  the  piamater  were  intensely  in- 
jected with  blood.     No  other  lesion  discovered. 

The  physicians  present  were  all  of  the  opinion  that  the 
lesions  were  of  syj^hilitic  origin.  The  character  of  the  lesions 
described  could  not  have  been  ascertained  during  life.  The 
work  of  Professors  VanBuren  and  Keyes  says,  "be  must  be 
a  good  prophet  who  will,  with  certainty,  predict  the  lesion 
to  be  found  as  occasioning  a  given  nervous  symptom."  In 
point  of  fact,  the  most  careful  post   mortems,  by  highly 
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qualified  persons,  have  not  revealed  any  lesion  in  some 
cases  of  death  from  syphilis,  viz :  the  so-called  syphilis  of 
the  brain  and  cord,  sine  materia.  The  diagnosis  in  these 
cases  being  made  from  a  well  marked  syphilitic  history,  the 
exclusion  of  other  affections,  and  the  fact  that  these  same 
patients  have  recovered  from  former  attacks  presenting  the 
same  symptoms,  under  the  anti-syphilitic  treatment.  In  all 
probability  some  cases  of  this  sort  exist  without  presenting 
such  characteristic  s^'mptoms,  and  consequently  are  unsus- 
pected. In  the  case  under  consideration,  the  greatest  doubt 
was,  as  to  the  probabilities  of  the  patient  having  been  ex- 
cessively mercurialized  at  some  remote  period,  his  gums 
being  spongy  and  teetli  loose  at  the  time  he  was  attacked 
with  ulceration  of  the  palate.  But  in  that  case  also.  Iodide 
•of  Potassium  was  indicated.  I  am  not  aware  that  such 
lesions  as  have  been  described  have  occurred  from  the  use 
of  mercury,  except  in  patients  who  have  also  been  poisoned 
with  syphilis,  notwithstanding  the  statement,  not  long  since 
current,  that  a  German  Professor  knocked  out  the  minute 
globules  of  mercury  from  the  dry  bones  of  a  subject  who 
had  sometime  been  excessively  mercurialized. 

Another  source  of  doubt  was  the  possibilit}'  that  inflam- 
mation of  the  middle  or  internal  ear  had  extended  to  the 
brain,  as  it  appeared  that  he  had  been  liavingsome  difficul- 
ty with  that  organ.  But  in  that  case  syphilis  might  have 
been  the  cause.  In  alluding  to  these  two  possible  sources  of 
error  in  diagnosis,  I  am  not  to  be  understood  as  supposing 
the  subject  -exhausted. 

There  is  a  poiut  in  the  treatment  of  this  case  wliich  may 
be  worth  mentioning,  viz  :  the  ai)parently  beneficial  effects 
of  gelseiuinum  in  arresting  the  convulsions.  As  has  been 
stated,  he  was  put  on  anti-syphilitic  treatment  from  the  first, 
10  grains  of  Iodide  of  Potassium  every  three  hours,  bowels 
being  constipated,  a  i)urgative  dose  of  calomel  with  a  little 
Ext.  Col.  Comp.  was  administered,  and  this  assisted  by  a 
stimulating  enema.     Some  chloroform  wiis  administered  by 


lis  MEDIGAL  SOGIETY  OF  NORTH  GAROLFNA. 


inhalation,  and  bromide  of  potassium  and  chloral  hydrate- 
given.  Cold  applications  to  the  head,  with  counter-irrita- 
tion at  the  back  of  the  neck,  still  he  had  convulsions  until 
the  first  ten  drop  dose  of  Fluid  Ext.  of  Gelseminum  was 
given,  when  the}''  ceased. 

There  is  one  clinical  fact  of  much  importance  in  connec- 
tion with  syphilis,  that  is,  that  its  constitutional  effects  are 
often  met  with  in  more  or  less  unmistakable  forms  when  no- 
history  can  be  obtained  of  the  initial  lesion.  More  espe- 
cially will  this  .remark  apply  if  we  regard  the  classic  "  hard 
chanchre,"  as  the  only  initial  lesion  of  syphilis.  There  are 
a  number  of  well  known  reasons  why  this  should  be  so. 
Among  them  may  be  mentioned  the  incapacity  of  patients 
for  describing  such  lesions,  especially  the  more  obscure  sort. 
Then  the  more  dissolute  may  not  be  only  forgetful,  but  false: 
In  the  case  of  which  I  have  given  an  account,  there  seemed 
to  be  no  reason  for  suspecting  deception  on  the  part  of  the^ 
patient.  The  question  arises,  did  he  become  infected  at  the 
time  he  had  the  running  ?  If  so,  was  it  an  internal  chanchre 
^vithout  a  bubo,  or  was  it  the  "  true  syphilitic  gonorrhea,'' 
to  which  Dr.  Gross  alludes  in  his  address  before  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association,  at  Detroit?  The  number  of  dif- 
ferent ways  in  which,  constitutional  syphilitic  infection 
occurs,  seems  to  be  still  undetermined. 

Dr.  Gross  says  of  the  syphilis  of  the  Sandwich  Islanders,. 
"The  primary  affection  ahnost  invariably  manifests  itself 
in  the  form  of  a  soft,  simple,  or  multiple  sore,  and  suppura- 
ting bubo,  furnishing  auto  inoculablc  pus."  He  also  speaks 
of  contamination  from  sleeping  in  beds  and  wiping  on 
towels  that  are  infected.  And  further,  of  a  wide-spread' 
prevalence,  that  "it  could  only  be  accounted  for  upon  the 
supposition  that  it  was  an  endemic  affection,  capable  of  be- 
ing communicated  by  other  methods  than  by  sexual  inter- 
course." After  these  assertions  we  may  M'ell  be  prepared  tO' 
treat  anything  which  is  of  a  syjjhilitic  appearance,  whether 
or  not  we  are  able  to  get  the  usual  history.     As  to  the  facts 
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of  syphilis,  we  may  consider  ourselves  able  to  state  \Ybat  are 
the  probabilities,  venturing  cautiously  on  possibility,  and 
regarding  its  lange  as  of  wide  extent,  presenting  much  un- 
explored territory  open  to  future  invcii-igation. 


[K.] 


REPORT  FROM  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  COMMIT- 
TEE ON  THE  SOURCES  OF   VACCINATION. 


CY    THOS.    F.    WOOD,    M.    D.,    WILMINOTOX,    X.    C. 


At  the  Fourteenth  Annual  i:ieeting  of  this  Society,  held 
in  Tarborough,  I  presented  a  crude  paper  on  the  "  Non- 
identity  of  Vaccinia  and  Vai'iola,"  and  it  was  then  thought 
of  sufficient  importance  to  appoint  a  committee  to  examine 
the  question  cU  novo,  the  Society  doing  me  the  honor  to  name 
me  as  chairman.  Like  all  such  large  committees  appointed 
to  do  special  work,  where  individual  observations  are  abso- 
lutely necessary,  it  has  failed  of  its  object.  I  have  only  one 
report  from  a  committeeman,  viz;  Dr.  Thos.  E.  Wilson. 
Eight  years  have  since  elapsed,  and  what  little  work  has 
been  done,  I  come  to  present  as  a  s])ecial  report,  for  which 
•x    the  committee  then  appointed  is  in  no  wa}'  responsible. 

It  will  be  as  well  to  rcca})itulate  some  of  the  points  I  at- 
tempted then  to  make,  because  in  the  lapse  of  eight  years, 
subsequent  study  of  the  subject  has,  in  no  material  way, 
altered  oi)inions  then  expressed. 

1.  Cow-pox  is  a  disease  siugencris. 

2.  Cow-pox  cannot  be  artificially  produced  hy  the  inocu- 
lation of  the  cow  with  small  {)0x  virus. 

Since  the  time  of  my  former  jiapcr,  I  have  not  had  the 
opportunity  to  attempt  the  variolation  of  cattle,  but  I  have 
gathered  opinions  of  others.     By  extensive  correspondence, 
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I  have  elicited  reports  from  non -medical  men,  on  cases  sup- 
posed to  be  cow  i:^ox,  but  out  of  that  number,  perhaps  not 
more  than  one  was  a  clear  ease.  There  was  a  case  discov- 
ered in  Beaugenc}',  in  1866,  by  Dr.  Depanl,  Director  of  Vac- 
cination at  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine,  which  has 
made  a  new  epoch  in  the  history  of  vaccination,  but  of  this 
Cise  more  hereafter.  It  is  hard  to  conceive  how  one  case 
could  have  a  more  important  bearing  upon  the  history  of 
any  disease. 

DOUBTS    OF    THE    EFFICACY    OF    VACCINATION. 

.  It  was  during  our  late  war  that  doubts  respecting  the  effi- 
cacy of  vaccination  as  a  means  of  prophylaxis  took  hold 
upon  the  profession  and  the  public.  As  humiliating  as  the 
assertion  may  seem,  this  unbelief  is  chargeable  to  the  care- 
lessness and  ignorance  of  medical  officers.  The  operation 
of  vaccination  was  so  trivial  a  piece  of  surgery,  that  in  the 
opinion  of  most  who  gave  it  an}^  thought  at  all,  it  might  be 
safely  entrusted  to  the  hospital  steward,  or  permit  the  men 
to  pen  from  voluntary  vaccination  from  arm  to  arm.  The 
sources  of  vaccine  were  not  examined,  and  nothing  more 
was  necessary  to  establish  the  genuineness  of  vaccine  crusts, 
than  that  they  were  supplied  by  the  Medical  Purveyor.  It 
was  mainly  through  this  source  of  error  that  vaccino-syphi- 
litic  pustules  and  contagious  porrigo  crept  into  the  army 
vaccinal  ions.  It  could  not  be  denied  that  vast  numbers  of 
the  patients  vaccinated  .were  not  only  not  protected  by  tlie 
inoculation,  but  had  engrafted  upon  them  some  of  the  most 
obstinate  forms  of  skin  disease,  and  hence  many  refused  to 
be  vaccinated,  while  others  submitted  in  order  that  tlicy 
might  obtain  certificates  of  disability  for  furlough  from  the 
effects  of  it.  From  the  army  this  spurious  vaccination  ex- 
tended widely  into  civil  practice.  The  genuineness  of  the 
virus  employed  was  now  enrpiired  into,  and  it  is  of  these 
different  investigations,  in  part,  and  the  lessons  they  have 
taught  that  I  come  to  speak  about. 
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The  most  prominent  deduction  from  the  practice  of  vac- 
cination was,  that  as  then  in  vogue,  the  danger  from  it  was 
little  less  than  the  risk  from  taking  small-pox.  Vaccina- 
tion offering  a  speedy  opportunity  fur  the  contraction  of 
loathsome  and  intractable  skin-diseases,  while  the  chances 
of  contracting  small-pox  were  remote  and  it  could  be  possi- 
bly avoided  altogether. 

The  discussions  as  to  the  identity  of  vaccinia  long  since 
ceased,  for  the  solution  of  which  cpiestion  we  are  largel}'  in- 
debted to  the  Lyons  Society  of  the  Medical  Sciences  in  1803 
and  1864.  I  need  only  refer  to  this  for  a  moment,  and  shall 
make  use  of  the  Sydenham  Societies'  translation  in  prefer- 
ence to  my  own,  in  which  you  will  get  in  a  nut-shell  what 
the  Chairman  and  his  coadjutors  determined  by  their  incom- 
parable experiments.  Prof.  Trousseau,  summing  the  dis- 
cussion up,  says:  "  The  learned  reporter  has  first  shown  that 
"small-pox  can  be  perfectly  well  communicated  to  the 
"  bovine  species  by  inoculation,  to  which  species  it  stands  in 
"  the  same  relation  as  vaccinia  to  man  ;  that  is  to  say,  that 
"  when  an  ox  is  inoculated  with  small-pox,  it  is  thereby 
"  made  proof  against  cow  pox,  just  as  a  vaccinated  man  is 
"proof  against  small-pox.  But  a  much  more  important 
"  practical  point  is  that  small-pox  in  its  passage  through 
"  the  system  of  a  cow  is  not  transformed  into  vaccinia;  it 
"  remains  small-pox,  and  returns  to  the  original  state  of 
"  small-pox  when  re-introduced  into  the  human  species. 
"  The  experiments  of  the  Lyons  Commission  upon  solipeds 
'•  aave  results  similar  to  those  obtained  from  bovine  rumi- 
''  nants.  Tliere  is  only  a  difference  in  form.  Thus  in  the 
"  cow,  the  eruption  of  small-pox  consists  of  pimples  so  min- 
"  utc  as  to  escape  notice,  unless  one  is  on  the  outlook  for 
"  thom.  Cow-pox,  on  the  other  hand,  engenders  an  erup- 
"  tion  of  the  vaccinal  type  with  its  large  and  very  charac- 
"  teristic  pocks.  Li  the  horse,  also,  the  inoculation  of  small- 
"  pox  engenders  a  papular  eruption,  in  which  there  is  neither 
"  secretion. nor  crust ;  and  although  this  eruption  is  much 
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"  more  formidable  than  that  produced  in  the  cow,  it  need 
"  never  be  confounded  with  horse-pox  eruption  so  remarka- 
"  ble  for  tlie  abundance  of  the  secretion,  and  the  thickness 
"  of  the  crusts.  Hence  it  follows,  that  small-pox  and  cow- 
'•pox,  or  horse-pox,  are  different  diseases,  and  that  when  we 
"  vaccinate  after  the  method  of  Thiele  and  Ceely,  we  in  re- 
"  ality  inoculate  small-pox/'  Trousseau's  Clin.  Med.,  Vol.  2, 
pp.  118  and  119. 

I  cannot  recall  a  single  English  text-book  on  the  practice 
which  does  not  give  credence  to  the  experiments  of  Ceely 
and  Thiele,  and  none  who  believe  in  the  non-identity,  ex- 
cept Dr.  Geo.  Gregory.  It  must  be  remembered  though 
these  experiments  of  the  Lyonnaise  Commission  extended 
over  several  months,  was  conducted  by  men  thoroughly 
learned  in  veterinary  medicine,  and  that  they  were  conduct- 
ed in  the  large  government  establishments  where  access  was 
afforded  to  hundreds  of  choice  cattle.  The  experiments  of 
Ceely  and  Thiele  were  conducted  by  single  experimenters, 
and  that  all  efforts,  as  far  as  I  have  learned,  to  produce  cow- 
pox  after  their  method  have  failed.  I  have  taken  the  trouble 
to  collect  all  the  statistics  on  the  subject  in  this  country, 
and  the  onl}'  reported  success  was  that  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Martin, 
formerly  of  Attleborough,  whose  success  was  endorsed  by 
very  few  who  knew  the  history  of  his  case.  From  the  evi- 
dence I  have  seen,  I  have  been  forced  to  discredit  it.  Dr. 
Martin's  attempt  was  made  in  1835,  and  after  the  fashion  of 
the  English  experimenters. 

In  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.,  Feb.  23d,  18G0,  ap- 
peared an  article  signed  "  S.,''  declaring  Martin's  experi- 
ments to  have  been  a  failure,  alleging  that  the  parties  in- 
oculated from  the  virus  obtained  from  tlie  cow  in  question 
to  have  had  regular  small-pox.  According  to  Dr.  Martin's 
refutation  of  this  statement,  in  the  same  Journal,  x4pril  12th, 
same  year,  the  artific-'ally  produced  vaccine  went  through 
the  regular  and  normal  stages,  and  the  patients  alleged  to 
have  been  inoculated  with  variola  were  seen  bv  several  wit- 
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nesses,  competent  to  judge,  who  pronounced  the  disease  to- 
be  genuine  cow-pox.  Subsequent]}^  however,  these  s..me 
gentlemen  "revoked  their  opinions  and  reported  adversely."' 
It  is  to  be  regretted  tliat  the  investigation  of  these  cases 
should  have  been  undertaken  after  so  great  a  lapse  of  tinie^ 
thirty  years  elapsing  between  the  claimed  success  and  tlm 
asserted  failure.  The  adverse  judgment,  however,  had  thi.s 
in  its  favar,  that  it  was  made  at  a  time  when  the  natural 
history  of  cow-pox  was  more  thoroughly  known. 

After  several  years  of  correspondence  with  every  one  who- 
would  probably  throw  light  on  the  history  of  cattle  variola- 
tion, Dr.  Martin's  is  the  only  claimed  success;  of  its  authen- 
ticity, tliough  I  am  compelled  with  the  evidence  before  me^ 
to  entirel}'  doubt. 

It  was  more  particularlv  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Sunder^ 
land,  of  Bannen,  in  1830,  which  put  the  medical  world  at 
rest  on  the  artificial  production  of  cow-pox.  His  method 
differed  from  Ceely  and  Thiele,  in  this  that  instead  of  in- 
serting variolous  virus  into  the  udder  and  dewlap,  he  envel- 
oped the  cattle  in  "  blankets  taken  from  a  man  who  died  in 
the  suppurative  stage  of  a  severe  case  of  small-pox.''  This 
blanket  was  fastened  to  the  backs  of  cows  for  twenty-four 
hours,  and  placed  in  such  a  position  afterwards  that  they 
were  compelled  to  inhale  the  miasmata.  The  cows,  after 
the  fourth  or  fifth  da}',  had  an  eruption  wliich  vras  mista- 
ken for  cow-])Ox. 

The  governinent  of  Denmark  requested  physicians  to 
make  like  experiments,  and  in  Berlin,  Weimar  and  Dresden 
and  Calcutta  experiments  were  made  but  without  success. 
(Trousseau  Vol.  2,  p.  117.)  In  France,  too,  under  the  most 
favorable  experiments,  the  attempt  was  followed  with  nobet- 
ter  success. 

Trousseau  saypr"The  i)Ian  of  Dr.  Sunderland,  tlien,  only 
yielded  satisfactory  results  when  jiut  in  force  by  himself"" 
We  need  not  go  .so  far  from  home  thougli  to  cite  failures. 
Dr.  Sunderland's  experiments  w<?rc  faithfully  tried  by  the- 
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\\iQ  Dr.  James  Bolton,  who  had  full  faith  in  the  truth  of 
previous  investigators,  hut  he  failed;  he  very  modestly, but 
wrongly,  in  ray  opinion,  attributing  his  failure  to  some  in- 
attention to  details  on  his  part.  Dr.  Love,  of  Wilmington, 
also  failed,  although  he  combined  the  method  of  Ceely  and 
Thiele  and  Sunderland,  and  under  the  most  favorable  con- 
ditions. My  experiments,  too,  which  I  have  time  and  time 
again  reviewed,  in  order  to  ascertain  if  there  were  any 
sources  of  error,  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  were  conduc  ed 
under  all  the  circumstances  which  would  have  yielded  suc- 
cess had  the  theory  borne  out  the  practice,  but  failed. 

From  the  present  appearances  of  the  state  of  vaccine 
supply,  the  artificial  method  will  perhaps  not  soon  be  re- 
sorted to,  and  in  my  opinion,  is  not  more  justifiable  at  any 
time,  than  variolous  inoculation  from  subject  to  subject. 

The  case  from  Beaugency,  discovered  by  Dr.  De  Paul,  has 
been  the  source  of  such  good  stock  of  cow-pox,  and  the 
necessity  of  careful  and  thorough  cultivation  has  been 
forced  home  in  such  a  seriou.i  manner  to  those  in  charge  of 
public  vaccine  agencies,  that  the  supply  will  hardl_y  be  al- 
lowed to  deteriorate,  especially  if  physicians  accpiaint  them- 
selves with  the  natural  histor}''  of  cow-pox. 

In  England,  where  vaccination  had  its  origin,  there  have 
been  fewer  contributions  to  the  natural  history  of  cow-pox, 
than  in  France.  As  I  said  before,  the  methods  of  Ceely 
and  Thiele  are  still  believed  in  in  England,  but  as  the  deteri- 
oration of  the  marketable  virus  has  not  become  ver}'  great, 
recourse  has  not  been  made  to  any  original  experiments  of 
late,  the  old  Jennerian  stock  being  successfully  cultivated 
and  relied  on. 

I  was  a  little  curious  to  know  this  from  a  reliable  source, 
and  in  reply  to  some  encpiiries  addressed  with  that  view, 
Dr.  Edward  Cater  Seaton,  writes  mc  and  I  extract : 
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NEW  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES, 
Charles  St.,  Westminister  S.  W., 
Mareli  loth,  1875. 

•A  *  >!:  if.  * 

"  Your  first  question  is,  '  does  cow-pox  occur  spontane- 
ously in  Gloucestershire,  and  do  British  medical  men  rely 
upon  it  as  a  source  of  vaccine?'  To  which  I  answer  (1) 
that  we  have  no  recent  information  as  to  spontaneous  cow- 
pox  in  the  vale  of  Gloucester,  but  that  it  does  not  at  all  fol- 
low that  such  may  not  still  be  the  case,  for,  as  (2)  British 
medical  men  have  never  relied  upon  it  as  a  source  of  vac- 
cine, no  special  inquiries  as  to  its  existence  have  been  made. 

"  The  reasons  why  no  pains  have  been  taken  to  propagate 
lymph  from  these  sources,  is  that  the  medical  men  who  met 
with  these  cases  reported  one  and  all,  that  while  the  lymph 
taken  from  them  was  often  troublesomely  irritative  in  its 
first  or  second  transmission  through  the  human  subject,  the. 
results  after  one  or  two  transmissions  did  not  differ  in  any 
respect  from  those  produced  by  the  h'mph  currently  in  use," 
whether  as  regarded  the  character  or  the  cause  of  the  vesicle. 
I  should  add  that  the  vesicles  produced  by  our  current 
lymph  conform  ordinarily  in  all  respects  to  the  Jennerian 
type  and  are  quite  satisfactory." 

"  To  your  second  cjuestion,  '  Have  you  ever  attempted  the 
production  of  artificial  cow-pox  by  transmission  of  variola 
to  the  cow,  or  do  you  know  of  any  one  succeeding  since  Mr. 
'eely's  reported  successes  or  Mr.  Badcock's  ?'  I  reply  that  I 
have  never  made  the  attempt,  and  am  not  aware  of  any 
since  Mr.  Ceely's,  except  those  of  Mr.  Badcock,  in  1840." 

So  it  would  seem  from  this,  that  no  resort  has  been  made 
to  tlie  original  or  Jennerian  theory  of  artificial  production 
of  cow-pox,  since  1840,  in  England,  a  fact  in  no  way  expli- 
cable to  my  mind,  but  upon  the  ground  that  the  theory  and 
practice  were  alike  fallacious. 

Fortunately  for  the  unbroken  perpetuation  of  protective 
vaccine  virus,  the  experiment  with  the  Beaugency  stock  in 
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this  country  lias  cleared  the  wa}-.  Dr.  Frank  P.  Foster,  who 
has  charge  of  the  Vaccine  Department  of  the  Eastern  Dis- 
pensary of  New  York,  procured,  at  a  great  cost  of  trouble 
and  money,  some  of  this  stock,  and  from  it  he  has  "  propa-- 
gated  virus  uninterruptedly  during  the  last  two  or  three 
years."  He  writes  me  that  he  "  has  recently  met  with  an 
undoubted  case  of  cow-pox,  the  stock  of  which  he  is  now 
propagating  side  by  side  with  the  Beaugency  stock."  This 
stock,  which  Dr.  Foster  used  with  so  much  confidence,  and 
which  I  have  been  able  to  endorse,  after  a  thorough  trial, 
is  taken  directly  from  the  cow.  In  no  case  have  I  seen  what 
Dr.  Seaton  calls  "  troublesomely  irritative  inoculations." 
The  difference  I  take  to  be  is,  that  in  those  troublesomely 
irritative  inoculations,  the  matter  was  not  cow-pox,  but 
merely  variolous  virus  modified  by  this  transmission,  and 
capable,  as  I  have  shown  such  virus  to  be,  of  producing  not 
only  "  troublcsomel}'  irritative  "  sores,  but  unmodified  small 
pox. 

The  study  of  the  natural  history  of  no  disease  within  my 
knowledge  has  rendered  such  useful  and  accurate  service 
to  the  profession  of  medicine,  as  this  renewed  investigation 
of  late  years,  of  the  relatives  of  vaccinia  and  variola.  With 
hardly  an  exception,  I  believe  Prof.  Trousseau  and  Dr. 
George  Gregory  are  the  onl}^  authors  of  systematic  treatises 
who  can  be  excepted.  Every  text-book  teaches  the  Jenne- 
rian  theory  of  identity,  and  the  wliole  of  their  theory  is  - 
based  upon  an  undemonstrated  theory  of  Jenner,  and  th( 
experiments  of  Ceely,  Thiele,  and  Sanderland,  and  Badcock, 
and  Martin,  of  Attleborough.  Not  a  single  text-book  that 
I  have  seen,  except  Trousseau's,  has  made  a  digest,  or  re- 
ferred in  the  slightest  manner,  to  the  very  important  work 
done  by  the  Lyon's  Committee. 

The  lessons  taught  by  the  aberration  of  vaccine  disease 
during  our  late  unsuccessful  struggle  for  independence,  and 
just  after  that  disastrous  war,  should  serve  to  warn  us 
against  a  repetition  of  such  serious  errors.  Dr.  Joseph  Jones, 
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of  New  Orleans,  and  tlie  late  Dr.  James  Bolton,  of  Riclimond, 
investigated  the  causes  of  these  aberrations,  and  I  will  sum 
them  as  succinctly  as  possible,  at  the  same  time  apologizing 
for  the  short  notice  which  I  give  of  work  of  sufficient  merit 
to  rank  either  of  the  gentlemen  named  among  the  foremost 
investigators  in  the  South. 

These  gentlemen  found  that  the  most  fruitful  source  of 
spurious  vaccination  was  from  the  employment  of  vaccine 
crusts,  whicli  had  deviated  from  the  regular  and  normal 
development  of  the  vaccine  vesicle;  and  in  cases  of  revac- 
cination,  where  there  was  first  a  depraved  condition  of  the 
blood  from  the  half  starved  and  scorbutic  condition  of  the 
soldiers,  or  persons  vaccinated,  or  where  there  was  some  pre- 
existing disease  of  the  skin. 

I  will  not  impose  upon  your  patience  longer  by  citing  au- 
thority to  sustain  the  points  I  have  taken.  It  was  only  my  de- 
sire to  remind  the  profession  that  if  we  would  rescue  vaccina- 
tion from  the  disrepute  which  it  has  fallen  into,  both  in  and 
out  of  the  profession,  we  must  study  and  keep  constantly  in 
mind  the  natural  history  and  sources  of  our  supply  of  vac- 
cine, and  certainly  be  as  careful  in  selecting  our  stock  as  the 
farmer  is  in  selecting  his  seed,  always  taking  the  warning 
when  there  is  the  slightest  deviation  from  the  Jennerian 
vesicle  that  our  stock  sliould  b3  suspected. 
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The  Medical  Faculty  occupy  an  e'egant  and  commodious  building  with  ample  space  for 
D'ssecting  Rooms  and  Laboratories,  and  room  for  their  valuable  Musenm,  .-ipparatus  and 
Library,  securing  superior  advantages  to  the  student  in  health  and  facility  of  study.  Di- 
dactic Lectures  and  Laboratory  Instrnction  are  given  in  this  buildii  g.  and  Daily  Clinics 
in  the  University  Hospital  and  in  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  which  are  adjacent,  clinical 
instruction  continues  the  whole  year,  except  July  and  August.  / 

Matriculates  in  the  Medical  Department  are  entitled  to  attend,  during  the  Spring  anc"" 
Summer,  the  lectures  of  the  Auxiliary  Faculty  on  Zoology  and  Comparative  Anatomy,  by 
Prof.  H.  Allen,  M.  D.  ;  on  Botany,  by  I'rof.  li.  C.  Wood,  M.  D.;  on  Hygiene,  by  Prof.  H. 
Ilart-horue,  M.  D  ;  on  Medical  Jurisprudence  and  Toxicology,  by  Prof.  J.  J.  Reese,  M. 
D  ;  and  on  Mineralogy  and  Geology,  by  I'i'of.  S.  B  Howell,  M.  D. 

Besides  the  obligatory  sttidy  of  practical  anatomy,  practical  courses  are  accessible  to 
students  in  Surgery,  Chemistry,  Physiology,  and  ("omparative  Anatomy. 

Students  who  have  attendedtwo  full  courses  of  lectures  on  Anatomy,  Chemistry,  Mate- 
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only  on  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Obstetrics. 

The  Lectures  of  the  Session  of  ]875- 7G  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  (4th)  of  Octo- 
ber, and  terminate  on  the  last  day  of  February. 

Feks  — For  one  full  course  ot  Lectures,  $140.  For  each  professor's  ticket  for  one  course, 
$->0.  Matriculation  fee  (paid  once  only,)  t5.  These  fees  are  paid  in  advance.  Graduation 
feu,  $30. 

Letters  of  inquiry  should  be  addressed  to 

ROJST,  E.  MlOGERS^Jft.  JO.,  JIc«m, 

P.  O.  Box  2S3«,  PBiiladelpliia. 
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THE  COLLEGIATE  YEAK  iii  thif  Institution  tmbuicc:' a  prcliiDiuary  Autumnal  Term. 
tlK'  Keijular  Winter  Session,  and  a  Sunnier  Session. 

THE  PRELLMIXAKY  AL'TL'MNAL  TERM  for  lb75-"76  will  commence  on  Wednesday, 
September  15.  I8T5.  and  continue  ui-til  the  opening  of  the  Regular  Session.  During  this 
term,  instruction,  consisting  of  didactic  leciurts  on  special  subjects  and  daily  clinical  lec- 
tures, will  be  given,  as  heretofore,  by  the  em  ire  Faculty.  Students  designing  to  attend 
the  Regular  Session  are  strongly  recommended  to  attend  the  I'r-  liminary  Term,  but  at- 
tendance during  the  latter  is  n")t  recpjired.  During  i  he  Fr  el  mi  nary  Term,  clinical  and 
didactic  lecfnre-i  will  he  (jiren  in  precisely  Ihe  xarne  i.imiber  taid  m'der  as  in  the  Regular 
Sei-sioii 

THt;  REGULAR  SESSION  will  commence  on  Wednesday,  September  29th,  1875,  and 
end  about  the  1st  of  March,  1S7(). 
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W.   H    VAN  BUREN.  M.  D..  .    ^^^^^'^p^ofes^of  tf  Gv-f'e 'ao^v  "^^  ""•' 
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gery  withDisea-esof  Genito  Uurina-  EDWARD  G.   JANEWAY.  M.  D.. 

ry  System  and  t  linical  Surgery.  ; Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeu- 

;  tics  and  Clinical  Medicine. 
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Medical  Jurisprudence.  oniy,  (Demousti  ator  of  Anatomy.) 

A  distinctive  feauiro  of  the  method  of  instruction  in  this  College  is  the  union  of  clinical 
and  didactic  teaching.  All  the  lectures  are  given  within  the  Hospital  grounds^  During 
the  Re<'ular  Winter  Session,  in  addition  to  f.  ur  didactic  lectures  on  every  week-day  except 
Saturday  two  or  three  h«Mrs  are  daily  allotted  to  clinical  Instruction.  Thelnion  o 
clinical  and  didactic  leaching  will  also  be  carried  out  in  the  Summer  Session  nearly  all 
of  the  teachers  in  this  Faculty  being  physicians  and  surgeons  to  the  Bellevue  Hospital. 

The  Summer  Session  will  consist  chiefly  of  Recilations  from  Text  Books.  Ihis  term 
continues  from  the  middle  of  .March  to  the  end  of  June.  During  this  Session,  there  will 
be  daily  recitations  in  all  the  'epartments.  held  by  a  corps  of  examiners  appointed  by  the 
regular  taciiliy.     Regular  clinics  will  also  be  held 

Fees  for  tlie  Regular  !«ie!*^ioll. 

Fees  for  Tickets  to  all  the  Lectures  during  the  i'reliminary  and  Regular  Term 

iiichuliiig  Clinical  Lectures 

M:itriculation   !•  ei- m  nn 

Demonstrators  Ticket,    including  material  lor  dissection.! '"  ^ 

(Jraduation  Fee : •^"  "" 

Fees  for   the  §iiiiiiiier  Sexixion. 

Matriculation.  (Ticket  arood  for  the  following  Winter,) ♦    -^00 

Recitations.  (Millies  and  Lectures. ...  Vnnn 

Dissection.  iTicket  valid  for  the  following  Winter.)  •■ ,■•■ '"  "" 

For  the  Annual  Circular  and  Catalogue,  giving  regulations  for  graduation  and  other 
inf.umation.  address  the  -ecretary  of  the  College,  Prof.  Austin  Flint,  Jr.,  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital Medical  ("ollege. 
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